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Tamworth Borough Council Brownfield Register  

Introduction 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), adopted in 2012, sets out the Government’s 
planning policies for England and how these are expected to be applied.   Paragraph 111 of the NPPF 
states that “Planning policies and decisions should encourage the effective use of land by re-using 
land that has been previously developed (brownfield land), provided that it is not of high 
environmental value.”   
 
The Town and Country Planning (Brownfield Land Register) Regulations 2017 (the regulations) came 

into force on 16th April 2017.  These regulations instruct Local Planning Authorities to prepare, 

maintain and publish a list of brownfield sites, to help improve the quality and consistency of data 

on brownfield land suitable for housing.  The Government hopes that the brownfield register will 

provide much needed upfront certainty in the planning process to encourage investment. 

 

The Brownfield Register  

The Brownfield Register (the register) is split into two parts: 

Part 1 – a list (compliant with Government Open Data principles) of eligible brownfield sites in 

Tamworth Borough, which the Council are satisfied are appropriate for residential development. 

To be eligible according to the regulations a site must meet the following criteriai: 

a) The land has an area of 0.25 hectares or is capable of supporting at least 5 dwellings 

b) The land is suitable for residential development 

c) The land is available for residential development 

d) Residential development of the land is achievable3 

Suitable in relation to residential development requires that the land: 

 Has been allocated in the Tamworth Local Plan 2006/2031 

 Has planning permission for residential development 

 Is in the opinion of the Local Authority appropriate for residential development, having 

regard to the natural environment, built assets and local amenity. 

Available in relation to any land means: 

 The owner or developer has expressed an intention to sell or develop the land 

 In the opinion of the local authority there are no issues relating to the land that might 

prevent residential development. 

Achievable in relation to residential development of any land means that, in the opinion of the local 

planning authority, the development is likely to take place within 15 years. 

All sites deemed eligible according to the criteria above have been entered into Part 1 of the register 

(see Appendix A). 



Part 2 

Part 2 of a brownfield land register is a subset of part 1.  Part 2 will comprise of only those sites in in 
Part 1 that the local planning authority has decided that the land would be suitable for a grant of 
permission in principle for residential development. 
 
Entering sites into Part 2 of the register is more onerous as local planning authorities must 
undertake the publicity, notification and consultation procedures as set out in the legislation. 
Entering land into Part 2 of the register or giving “Permission in Principle” (PiP) is effectively an 
alternative way of obtaining planning permission for residential development.  For the first 
publication of the register no sites will be added to Part 2 of the register.  The Council will look at 
suitable sites to be assessed for PiP in 2018. 
 

What will be on the Tamworth Brownfield Register? 

For the initial Brownfield Register Tamworth Borough Council (TBC) has used existing information 

available and has not specifically undertaken and ‘call for sites’ or public consultation.  As the 

Brownfield Register has to be updated at least annually it is envisaged that any updated Register will 

use information from the most recent Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA)  

Sites entered into the 2017 register have come from: 

1. 2012 SHLAA database 

2. Local Plan 2006-2031 housing land allocations (brownfield only) 

3. Brownfield sites with residential planning permission 

The 2012 SHLAA was used to allocate sites in the TBC Local Plan 2006-2031.  The database is 

considered out of date, as many sites have been given planning permission and been developed 

since that time.  TBC are in the process of updating the SHLAA and will be conducting a “call for 

sites” in the Autumn of 2017.  There is a requirement for each LPA to have a Brownfield Register 

published by 31st December 2017.  The Council took the decision to use data from the 2012 SHLAA as 

it would not have been achievable to use data from the 2017 SHLAA in the time available. 

Firstly, sites meeting the definition of brownfield, allocated in the plan (with or without planning 

permission) were entered onto the register.  Fifteen of these sites were added to the draft register. 

Secondly 2012 SHLAA sites were filtered using the criteria outlined in the regulations and a list of 

fifty-five sites were identified.  Twenty-two of these sites (not already allocated in the TBC Local 

Plan) were assessed to be suitable, available and achievable according to the regulations. 

Finally two brownfield sites meeting the criteria with planning permission were entered onto the 

register, making a total of thirty-nine. 

Once sites had been filtered according to the criteria they were put in an ‘open data’ format, 

prescribed by the Government.  All available information was entered onto the register regarding 

each site, in a standard formatii. 

Data included in the register gives details on any planning permission, the size of the site in hectares, 

the capacity of the site, a link to an online map and any notes. 



The resulting completed register can be found in Appendix A. 

The Brownfield Register was published by Tamworth Borough Council on 4th December 2017 and will 

be updated on a yearly basis. 

i As detailed in paragraph (1) of regulation 4 

ii As detailed in the “Brownfield Land Registers Data Standard: Preparing and Publishing a Register” 

July 2017 

                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 


