
As Mayor of Tamworth, it gives me great pleasure 
in welcoming you to Tamworth’s historic Town Hall.   

I hope you enjoy your visit and find this 
information booklet of interest.   

Please sign the visitor’s book and feel free to 
add any comments. 

Thank you for taking the time to look around 
this great building which has stood the test 

of time.   
 
Best wishes for the future. 

Cllr Rosey Claymore 
Worshipful the Mayor of Tamworth 
 2020/2021 

Tamworth’s Historic  

Town Hall



The Town Hall 

The Town Hall is one of 
Tamworth’s most treasured 
landmark buildings and has been 
the focal point for civic life for 
more than 300 years. 

Thomas Guy, who was at the time 
Tamworth’s Member of Parliament, 
built the Town Hall in 1701. 

Up until then the town had rejoiced 
in two Town Halls.  One was for the 
Staffordshire half of the town (in 
Lichfield Street, near where the Three 
Tuns public house now stands), and 
the other, for Warwickshire, was in 
Market Street, where Wilkinsons is 
now. 

The hall was designed as a real 
market hall, with an open space 
below for produce and merchandise, 
and one large room above standing 
on sturdy pillars.  Even today the 
arched area is known to many 
people as ‘The Butter Market.’ 

In 1771 an extension was made on 
the eastern side, giving more upper 
rooms, extra room down below and 
an inside staircase.  However, in 1811 
these were replaced by two large 
rooms at the cost of £700. 

Two important additions were also 
made - a glazed ‘lantern’ was added, 
with a domed cupola and a 
weathervane on top.  Surrounding this 
was a balustrade platform - and the tiny 
room under the lantern had louvered 
walls, suitable for a pigeon loft. 

Then in 1817, Mr John Robins donated 
a clock which was mounted in the 
front wall of the Town Hall.  At that 
time he owned Tamworth Castle and 
built the Market Street Lodge there.



The Sergeants of the 
Mace and the Civic Mace 

The office of Mace Bearer has had a long 
history and ancient titles such as Sergeant-at-
Mace or Sergeant of the Mace are still in use.   

The appointment of two sergeants of the Mace 
for the purpose of making of proclamations and 
arrests has been authorised within the Borough 
since the charter of Elizabeth I in 1560.  

In Tamworth the senior Sergeant of the Mace 
acts as the Mayor’s personal attendant and 
official Toastmaster at the Mayoral Banquets and 
both Sergeants wear uniforms traditionally worn 
by holders of the office.  As the title implies, 
these officers carry the Mace before the Mayor 
and are responsible for their proper care.   

Although the Mace has become a symbol of 
power and authority in both Church and 
Government it was originally a weapon of 
warfare.  It follows therefore that the Borough 
Mace should immediately precede the Mayor on 
all civic processions and no person should walk 
between the Mayor and the Mace Bearers.  

The Borough’s two Civic Mace date from the 
time of Charles II - this charter of 1663 in 
referring to the appointment of two Sergeants of 
the Mace for making proclamations and arrests 
“in like manner and form as the Sergeants of the 
Mace in our City of London do and execute 
them,” gave each authority to carry silver Mace 
engraved and adorned with the Royal Arms.  The 
Mace bears a head or bowl at the top of the 
shaft, crested with a circlet of fleur-de-lys and 
surrounded by a crown.  The bowl contains, in 
addition to the Royal Arms (which are quartered, 
first and fourth in France and England, second 
Scotland and third Ireland) a rose, a thistle and a 
harp on one bowl the Royal initials “C.R.” 
appear.  On the bases of each shaft is a  
fleur-de-lys, the Borough Crest and the words  
“I V fecit,” the initials of the maker.  



The Mayoral Chain  
and Badge 

The Mayoral Chain and badge 
were given to the Borough in 1890 
by Mr Philip Albert Muntz, the first 
Member of Parliament for the 
North Warwickshire Division  
which became the Tamworth 
Division, to commemorate the 
opening of the Assembly Rooms  
in the previous year. 

 

The circular badge at the foot of the 
chain bears a richly engraved fleur-
de-lys, which has been the badge of 
the Borough since the days of Queen 
Elizabeth I, with the inscription 
contained in the Borough Seal first 
used in 1560.  The chain also 
contains facsimiles of the two  
Borough mace dated 1663. 



The chain is made of 18 carat gold and contains seven shields, all relevant to 
Tamworth’s History: 

 
 

1.     The arms of the County of Warwick  

 

 

2.     The arms of the Tudors, Queen Elizabeth I having given a 
        charter of incorporation 

 

 

3.     The arms of the Diocese of Lichfield, Tamworth being in that 
        diocese since the days of St. Chad 

 

 

4.     A Danish helmet with raven’s wings, the Danish emblem, 
        Tamworth having suffered during the Danish invasions but 
        being restored during the peaceful reign of King Canute 

 

 

5.     The arms of the Plantagenet Kings, the Borough having 
        received a visit from Henry II and letter patent from Edward II, 
        Edward III and Richard II 

 

 

6.     The arms of the County of Stafford 
 
 

 

7.     A central shield containing the arms of the donor



The Mayor’s Parlour 
The Mayor’s parlour contains many 
of the town’s treasures, some hung 
on the walls and many housed in 
glass cabinets.  There is a grand 
fireplace against a wall of wooden 
panelling. 

The parlour is where the Mayor hosts 
receptions and will dress for certain 
civic occasions. There is also a desk at 
which the Mayor may work. 

 
 
 
The Borough Loving Cup 
This is the only piece of ancient Tamworth Civic Plate to survive. 

Humphrey Payne of London made a Queen Anne two-handled cup on a moulded 
circular foot, with rib around the body and S-scroll handles, engraved with the 
arms and supporters of Tamworth surrounded by scrolling foliage, in 1711. 

The Cup is made of Britannia Standard silver, a purer form than sterling, and a 
compulsory standard imposed from 1699 to 1720 in an attempt to prevent 
silversmiths melting down sterling silver coinage. 

It appears to have been 
customary to pass the Cup 
round after attending church 
on Mayor’s Sunday, but this 
practice was discontinued 
around the 1920s as being 
unhygienic. 

The Arms, probably engraved 
on the Cup in Victorian times, 
were used by the Borough until 
it was discovered in 1936 that 
the mermaid supporters formed 
part of the Arms granted to 
Boston, Lincolnshire. 



The Mayors of Tamworth 
The Tamworth mayoralty dates back to 1835. Prior to this, Mayors were 
known as Sheriffs or Aldermen. 

A list of the town’s Mayors can be seen at the top of the stairs, on the wall, in 
the Town Hall.  Some have been Mayor more than once, especially prior to 
1940 when it was not unusual to serve for a two-year period. 

To become Mayor of Tamworth, you have to be an elected councillor on 
Tamworth Borough Council.   

The Mayoral function is to be the civic head and an ambassador for 
Tamworth.  The mayoralty is by Royal appointment to the Borough and the 
Mayor acts as the Queen’s representative. 

Mayors wear the grand robes and mayoral chain at major civic events or 
when there is a royal visitor. They carry the hat and gloves and a female 
Mayor will wear a tricorn (hat).



The Borough Coat of Arms 

On the Shield, the horizontal band or fess vair is taken from the Arms of the 
Marmion family, whose early association with Tamworth is so important.  
The saltire in chief refers to the Kingdom of Mercia of which Tamworth was  
the capital, and the fleur-de-lys in the base is from the Borough Seal. 

In the Crest, crossed swords standing for the office of the Champion of 
England held by the Marmion family, stand in front of a representation of 
Tamworth Castle. 

The Supporters are the crowned lion representing Staffordshire and the 
chained bear representing Warwickshire, Tamworth being situated in the two 
counties until 1889.

Designed and produced by Tamworth Borough Council 
Marmion House, Lichfield Street, Tamworth, Staffs. B79 7BZ 

Tel: 01827 709709   Email: enquiries@tamworth.gov.uk


