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Mercian Ward
	[bookmark: RANGE!B1:E43]Date
	Polling Station
	Ward
	Comments
	Acting Returning Officer's comments

	13/09/24
	Lark Hall Infant & Nursery Academy 
	Mercian 
	The building is a school which causes stress and disruption to all parents and children who attend this school. I believe that polling stations shouldn't be held at schools, churches or community centres could be uses instead if people are unable to do a postal vote.

What is your alternative option (if any) to the above polling station(s)? Postal vote or maybe Coton Green Community Centre. 
	Coton Green Community Centre is already utilised as a polling station for the ME3 and ME6 polling districts. 



	13/09/24
	Lark Hall Infant & Nursery Academy
	Mercian
	They’re schools which interrupts with child education. You have plenty of empty building such as the Coton Centre which could be made better use of. You use the incorrect buildings. Schools should not be accessible for anyone outside of schooling age or their parents or guardians.

What is your alternative option (if any) to the above polling station(s)? Coton Centre.
	It should be noted that although the Mercian Ward currently uses two schools as polling stations the schools are informed of scheduled polls several years in advance thus allowing ample time to plan for a Teacher Training Inset Day. This should help keep disruption and inconvenience to a minimum. Whilst schools must provide the Returning Officer with a suitable room to facilitate voting it is not the Returning Officer who chooses to close the school. This is a decision taken by the school and in fact several schools that are used as polling stations throughout the borough remain either fully or partially open on polling days.

Schools are required under statute to be made available for voting purposes. This is partly because as a public building the access must meet all requirements set out in the Equality Act 2010. Accessibility for disabled voters is a very important issue and ensuring that polling stations are suitable for all sorts of disability is essential. Statistics state that there are approximately 7,000 people within the borough who have mobility issues and an unknown number of people with other impediments. We must be very careful about not accidentally disenfranchising an elector as they are unable to access voting facilities easily. Section 16 of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 has placed a requirement on the local authority to review the accessibility of all polling stations. A review is undertaken at every poll and a polling station questionnaire is available for completion by electors. No complaints have been received at any of the recent elections regarding accessibility at this venue.

The Coton Centre is not within the borough boundary and therefore cannot be allocated as a polling station for this polling district. 

	13/09/24
	Lark Hall Infant & Nursery Academy
	Mercian
	I don’t think it’s appropriate to keep disturbing children’s education time when there are plenty of appropriate spaces to use as polling stations like churches and postal voting is also available. My view is that it is not ok for government to keep talking about the importance of children’s attendance and but then also say well it’s fine for schools to close for polling. There are other buildings available, such as churches for example St Francis Church on Masefield Drive and the Spital Church on Ashby Road also alternative buildings such as the tennis and bowls club on Wigginton Road and the community centre once it’s back up and running on Masefield Drive. 
 
What is your alternative option (if any) to the above polling station(s)? All local churches could be used in the area, there are St Andrews which I know is already used but also St Francis, the Spital Chapel but there is also the Coton Centre and the community centre or children’s centre on Masefield Drive. The tennis and bowls club on Wigginton Road. Maybe some local pubs would happily allow function rooms to be used such as the Wigginton Arms and the Tam O Shanter.

	Please see comment above regarding the use of school buildings. 

St Andrew’s is currently has two polling stations allocated to it and cannot facilitate a third polling station. 

St Francis 

The Spital Chapel has been looked at previously and does not meet the accessibility requirements required for polling stations. 

The Coton Centre is not within the borough boundary and therefore cannot be allocated as a polling station for this polling district.

The location of the tennis and bowls is too far away from the population of the ME2 polling district to be considered as an alternative. 

Contact will be made with St Francis Chapel and Leyfields Community Centre to see if this would be viable for use as a polling station.


	13/09/24
	Lark Hall Infant & Nursery Academy
	Mercian
	The school has to shut and the children miss out on learning and parents have to find alternative arrangements or have to take leave from work. They shouldn't be held in schools.

What is your alternative option (if any) to the above polling station(s)? Community halls
	Please see first comment above regarding the use of school buildings. 

No alternative venue has been specifically identified by the submission. 
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