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1.

Introduction

Is Tamworth a great place to live? Does Tamworth need to change
and how do we accommodate future growth?
This Core Strategy sets out the basic principles and policy direction for planning and
development in Tamworth up to 2026. It will potentially affect every resident, employer and
visitor as they live, work, learn, shop, play and move around the Borough. The Core
Strategy is one document that makes up the Local Development Framework (see Appendix
A). The Core Strategy will guide development in the Borough with broad policies and
proposals, which will be complemented by more specific site allocations and policies over
time. Together these Local Development Documents will be the basis on which decisions
are made about the development and use of land, and also the integration and delivery of
other agencies and partners’ strategies and plans that together contribute towards
sustainable living communities.

Why bother?
The Core Strategy will set out the blueprint for Tamworth to 2026, which is a very long way
off. We really need you to consider not just your needs, but those of your children and
grandchildren into the future. Will they require access to housing, jobs and facilities,
opportunities to lead healthy and fulfilling lives, and an environment that is safe, clean and
crime free?
This Core Strategy will take a number of years to develop. Consultation with you is important
because your ideas need to be identified early on so that we can develop the Core Strategy
together. Please note that the dates are subject to change due to resource issues within
the Development Plan Team. Look out for revisions to the Local Development Scheme on
the Tamworth Borough Council website, which will amend consultation and production
dates.

Table 1: Core Strategy Production
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Early discussion of Issues

June – September 2006

Continuous Issues and Options Consultation

March 07 – October 08

Preferred Options Consultation (policy development)

October 2008

Submission of Core Strategy and further consultation

March 2009

Public examination by Planning Inspector

September 2009

Adoption of Core Strategy

March 2010

How to have your say
The consultation runs from 6 March to 5pm on 4 April 2008. When you read through this
document, you will see that we have asked some questions about the objectives, vision,
issues, strategic options and suggested core policies. We would like to hear your views on
these matters. You can make representations in one of three ways:
1)

Using the on-line consultation system, which can be accessed from the Local
Development Framework page of the Tamworth Borough Council website
www.tamworth.gov.uk You will need to register to use this system, it is easy to use and
will enable you to manage all your representations to Tamworth’s Local Development
Framework on-line.

2)

On an electronic copy of the response form that has been downloaded from the
Council’s website. This should be e-mailed to: developmentplan@tamworth.gov.uk

3)

On a paper copy of the response form, either an original, a photocopy or one that has
been downloaded from the Council’s website.

Additional documents and forms can be found on the internet.
Please return your comments to:
Development Plan Team
Strategic Planning and Development Service
Tamworth Borough Council
Marmion House
Lichfield Street
Tamworth
B79 7BZ
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2. What makes Tamworth unique?
We need to understand why Tamworth is different to other places so
that we can put together a plan that is tailored to our needs.
Tamworth is an ancient borough located in the south-eastern corner of Staffordshire.
Situated 18 miles from the Birmingham conurbation and on the edge of the Birmingham
Green belt, Tamworth Borough is only 12 square miles in extent making it one of the
smallest in England. Geographically the Borough is related to the neighbouring districts
of North Warwickshire and Lichfield, socially Tamworth has many links with Birmingham
having received overspill in the 1960s and 1970s.
Part of a network of strategic centres encircling Birmingham, Tamworth is the focus of
development that meets the needs of the town and provides for the immediate rural
catchment. It is traditionally a working class town with its roots in manufacturing until the
late 1990s when the town experienced decline in what was a vibrant and buoyant
employment sector. Employment restructuring is underway to diversify the employment
offer and move away from the dependency on manufacturing. Whilst manufacturing is
still important, the majority of jobs are now in the service industry.
Despite good levels of employment in the town there are pockets of deprivation,
especially in Glascote, Amington and Belgrave. There are concentrations of
unemployment, poor health, poor literacy and numeracy, anti-social behaviour and
poverty. Clean, safe and attractive neighbourhoods are important issues for Tamworth
residents. The Council is working hard in the Amington and Amington Heath area
fostering strong relationships with the community, such as `The Arch’, a drop-in centre
providing advice to local residents. The Glascote Matters initiative started in 2006 and
aims to develop a long term programme of community engagement and participation,
offering support and advice to the Glascote Heath community on education, training and
funding for community projects.
The location of the Norman Castle at the point where the Rivers Tame and Anker meet in
the centre of Tamworth is a focal point for the town. The Castle Grounds are a well-used
and highly valued area of recreation, open space and sports facilities for residents and
visitors that compliment other important facilities in the town. The historic core of
Tamworth surrounds the Castle, set out along a medieval street pattern. Much of the
town centre is covered by conservation area designations.
The population of Tamworth has tripled since the post-war years due to the relocation of
inner-city Birmingham residents. The overspill development raises challenges for the
Borough, in particular the preservation of Tamworth’s history, historic core and identity,
which has become overpowered by the 1960s and 1970s housing estates, which are
dated in their design and uniform in their appearance. As Tamworth has grown from its
original historic core, surrounding rural hamlets and villages such as Wilnecote and
Amington have been enveloped into the urban structure of Tamworth. This means that
the town, which was largely confined to the historic core and river system, now spreads
out into what was the rural hinterland. Absorbing various hamlets and villages has
created small pockets of historical interest amongst the newer housing and industrial
development, the most important of which have been recognised by various
Conservation Area designations. Tamworth's urban area is continuous with Fazeley and
Mile Oak, both of which are situated outside the Borough in Lichfield District.
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Tamworth Borough is almost exclusively urban with only a tight circle of countryside
around its edges. The close proximity of Tamworth to the countryside provides residents
and visitors with recreational opportunities, and employers and inward investors with a
quality environment. However, the circle of countryside is threatened by the lack of
development opportunity within the urban area.
Population figures are projected to increase by 3.2% between 2003 and 2021; a total of
2,400 people. However numbers are set to reduce in the 30-44 years of age group and
growth will be concentrated in the older age groups. Retired people will increase by
71.3% (6,200) by 2021. An ageing population requiring increasing care and support will
need to be accommodated. Additionally house price inflation has led to a housing
market that first time buyers find difficult to access. Affordable housing is also an issue
that needs to be addressed to ensure that the young are retained within the town.
Tamworth’s housing stock is skewed towards semi-detached and detached housing,
which does not necessarily reflect the needs of both young and old.
Tamworth’s compact urban form provides good opportunities for transport accessibility,
particularly to and from the town centre where the town’s retail and leisure services are
predominantly located. Tamworth’s close proximity to the national motorway network
and to Birmingham makes it an accessible place to live and work. However, it is
estimated that around 50% of the adult population out-commute each day to work which
does not contribute to a sustainable lifestyle where services, facilities, jobs and housing
are all accessible without having to use the car for long journeys.
The town centre performs well but could improve with better representation from
multiple retailers and a more attractive shopping environment. The Council is working to
improve the Gungate Precinct, which suffers from outdated design, underused retail
floorspace and poor pedestrian access to nearby car parks. The town centre also
experiences tension with the out of centre retail parks. These retail parks are
predominantly travelled to by car causing congestion and an unpleasant pedestrian
environment.
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3. What are the big issues facing the Borough
over the next 20 years?
We don’t just make things up! This Core Strategy needs to be
informed by YOU.
We can’t just do what we want. The Core Strategy will be influenced by issues relating to
national, regional and local policies and strategies such as the West Midlands Regional
Spatial Strategy and the Staffordshire Local Transport Plan. There are some things we
have to do and comply with.
Issues are also influenced by the community, stakeholders and partners who live, work
and provide a service to the people of Tamworth, such as residents, employers, the
police and health services (see Figure 3 below).
The final influence is the sustainability appraisal and the evidence base. These influences
ensure that environmental, economic and social issues are understood and taken into
account when formulating policies. The evidence base provides baseline information
which identifies current trends. Appendix B sets out these three influences in more
detail.

Figure 3: Local Development Framework Influences

National, Regional
and Local Policies
and Strategies

LDF
Community,
Stakeholders,
Partners

Evidence
Base
Sustainability

Consultation and influences so far have generated the following issues which will help us
to generate new policies. Appendix C shows how issues have been informed by the
Sustainable Community Strategy priorities.
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ISSUE

Where to put development when there is a limited supply of land and
buildings in Tamworth

Whilst land is available on the periphery of the urban area and within the Borough
boundary, much of this is constrained by environmental designations such as the flood
plain, green belt, public access areas, conservation areas and nature conservation areas of
national and local importance.
ISSUE

Lack of affordable housing

There is a need for more good quality affordable housing to buy and rent in the Borough.
This situation has arisen because of the increasing house prices over recent years coupled
with low household incomes. Additional pressure on the housing stock arises from
Tamworth having few vacant household spaces and few opportunities to rent in the private
sector.
ISSUE

Meeting the needs of a changing population

Tamworth’s housing stock is dominated by detached and semi detached houses
commonly with 3 or 4 bedrooms. Some smaller units in particular have been developed
over the last 5 years, however it is likely that the demand for smaller units will continue to
increase due to an ageing elderly population and lone parent families. There is a need to
ensure that a range of housing types and sizes is available within the Borough.
ISSUE

How to create inclusive and healthy communities

Tamworth suffers from a number of socio-economic problems with 16% of the Boroughs
population living within the 20% most deprived areas of England. As an authority Tamworth
is becoming more deprived when compared to other authorities in England. Residents
need access to education, employment, housing and a quality and crime free environment.
Certain neighbourhoods require more help than others and the Borough Council works with
communities in Glascote and Amington to provide opportunities for personal and
neighbourhood development. The Borough Council needs to work in partnership with
organisations to encourage this partnership working across the Borough.
ISSUE

Access to community facilities and local shops

Not everybody has access to transport or the financial means to travel. Providing services
such as doctors, dentists, local shops and recycling facilities within walking distance to
residential areas is important to meet the needs of the young, elderly and those on low
incomes. Access to open space and leisure activities underpins the need to raise the
health of Tamworth’s communities to ensure that neighbourhood health inequalities are
reduced. As a ‘Spearhead authority’1 Tamworth needs to make good progress on reducing
health inequalities, which is closely tied to deprivation.
ISSUE

How to make Tamworth a more attractive place for business to locate
and invest

There are positive signs that Tamworth is an attractive place to locate a business but more
needs to be done to understand why this is and what sort of land and premises to provide
in the future. Tamworth ranks in the UK top ten for new business start ups based on VAT
registrations, however with residents out commuting each day to work elsewhere, there
are concerns that the employment we have is not representative of the needs and skills of
the Tamworth workforce.

1

Spearhead authorities comprise 70 local authorities and 88 primary care trusts that are in the bottom fifth
nationally for three or more of five health indicators.

9

ISSUE

Below average qualifi
fic
cations and life skills

Poor adult literacy and numeracy has an impact on the types of jobs that people can apply
for and the role it sets the younger generation. Poor qualifications is an indicator of
deprivation and despite opportunities being available in Tamworth there is work to do to
get people learning basic life skills. Working closely with TORC will help to bridge the life
skills gap but also using evidence supplied by Tamworth’s employers and education
establishments will enable us to link training to opportunity.
ISSUE

How to tackle the causes and effects of climate change

This global issue is relevant to Tamworth because every individual and business has a
responsibility to reduce their contribution to climate change. Reducing fossil fuel
consumption by using the car less and for shorter journeys is an issue considering the
amount of commuting that takes place in Tamworth. Designing buildings to incorporate
energy efficiency, recycling and not developing in the flood plain will enable Tamworth to
reduce the impacts of climate change and be in a position to adapt to the impacts.
ISSUE

Historic and natural environments that need protecting

The historic core of the town is an important environment for visitors and businesses to
flourish. However the importance of the core for primary retailing that supports the needs
of not just Tamworth but also the surrounding rural hinterland, creates potential conflicts
with the historic environment. Despite being an urban authority Tamworth has a range of
natural areas both within the built up areas and on the periphery of the town. Whilst these
areas are vitally important to community and individual health and well being, they are
under threat given the level of growth the Borough may need to accommodate.
ISSUE

How to encourage local distinctiveness in new development

Development in the town needs to positively reflect the character of the environment to
ensure that buildings fit in and enhance the surroundings. Tamworth has a built
environment of two extremes, on the one hand there is an ancient core of listed medieval
buildings, and as the town expanded to incorporate overspill, there are many examples of
estates that are uniform, bland and with issues of parking, crime and anti-social behaviour.
ISSUE

A town centre in need of improving

Despite the location of the out of town Ventura and Jolly Sailor retail parks, the town centre
is still a place where people want to shop and locate their businesses. There are however
areas of improvements such as the Gungate precinct and possibly St Editha’s square.
There is also tension between the town centre offer and that of Ventura, particularly
regarding the cost of parking, the types of store available at each and the accessibility of
the locations.
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ISSUE

Meeting the leisure needs of Tamworth

Leisure facilities are important to the town and should be retained, replaced or improved
for the benefit of residents. Assets such as the rivers, canal and castle grounds provide
activities to keep people healthy.
ISSUE

A high proportion of local people out commute for work

Tamworth is an excellent location for business, however excellent transport links also make
it the town where 50% of the workforce out commute. Regionally Tamworth is proposed
as the location of a strategic park and ride which could coordinate various transport
activities into a hub to reduce the frequency and length of trips made by cars. Work on
understanding the employment base is also necessary to establish which jobs to attract
and how to retain skills within the town.
ISSUE

Tackling localised traffi
fic
c congestion

Getting to and from Tamworth is relatively easy but travelling within the town is much
harder. There are areas where congestion is experienced, particularly outside the town
centre at the Ventura and Jolly Sailor retail parks and in the town centre itself at weekends.
Understanding how public transport facilitates movement around the Borough is also
necessary to ensure that residential areas are linked to employment and retail areas.

Question 1:

Have we got it right, are these the issues that the
town faces?
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4. What will Tamworth be like in 2026? The Vision
We all need to recognise what Tamworth will be like in the future so
that we know what we need to achieve. This vision looks to the future.
In 2026 Tamworth will be a town that embraces change and has a positive attitude
towards self-image. It will no longer look at others to define itself but will, through
community pride, opportunity and choice, become a town that people are happy to live,
work and invest in. The town will be regionally important and the focus of development,
managed pro-actively to provide locally distinctive, attractive and well planned
environments. It will no longer be constrained by an administrative boundary but will have
embraced nearby neighbourhoods to provide a clear identity.
New house building will have increased the supply of affordable housing, widened
housing choice and prevented homelessness. Appropriate housing will have been built to
accommodate those who are older or have specialist needs and require support or care.
Adaptations, renovations and general repairs to the housing stock will have created
safer and accessible living conditions in the public and private sector.
The economy will continue to flourish, having improved the town centre retail offer and
environment, released land for employment development and supported education and
skills training. Job opportunities and employment growth in business and professional
services, environmental and building technologies and general manufacturing will have
helped to build on employment strengths. The tourism and leisure sectors will continue
to prosper.
Tamworth residents will be proud that the town they live in and have contributed to
shaping is clean, green and litter free. Increased and effective engagement and at a
neighbourhood level through community development, will lead to greater social capital
and improved skills, participation and confidence. Neighbourhood deprivation in
Amington, Glascote Heath and Belgrave will have been reduced and residents will
respect each other and their immediate environment. The population will be healthier
and safer no matter where in the Borough they live or work.
Tamworth will be a bigger, bolder town. Development will have been integrated carefully
to avoid town cramming, reduced residential amenity and congestion hotspots. A well
planned and designed town will enable people to move around easily and access
services and facilities without using the car. An improved public transport system that is
more reliable and integrated than present will have helped to facilitate movement within
the town and to neighbouring towns and employment areas.
The Borough’s natural and built assets such as open space, biodiversity and listed
buildings will have been given strong protection. The character of the town will continue
to be maintained and where possible improved through sensitive design, location and
use of materials. The impact of development will also have been minimised through good
transport infrastructure, recycling facilities and energy efficient buildings. Tamworth in
2026 will have a strong local identity and character that residents, employers and visitors
recognise as being distinctive and desirable.

Question 2:
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Have we got it right, does the vision need to be
changed?

5. How are we going to achieve this?
The objectives identify how the issues will be tackled and the future
planned for. So what is it that the plan has to do to ensure that the
issues are addressed?

Reference

SPATIAL OBJECTIVES

SO1

To meet Regional Spatial Strategy development requirements in the
most appropriate and sustainable way for Tamworth.

SO2

To protect and enhance the historic town centre by ensuring that
proposals for change respect the historic street layout, surviving historic
buildings and open spaces.

SO3

To protect and enhance areas of local nature conservation value on the
doorstep of Tamworth residents, to provide opportunities for education
and leisure.

SO4

To minimise the causes and adapt to the effects of climate change by
encouraging environmental initiatives, environmental technologies and
by setting local standards.

SO5

To create high quality places that reflect Tamworth’s small-scale and
domestic character using a blend of traditional and innovative design
and techniques.

SO6

To promote walking, cycling and the use of public transport throughout
the Borough and to the West Midlands conurbation for leisure, shopping
and work.

SO7

To make Tamworth town centre a safe and attractive place for
residents, businesses and visitors by strengthening and diversifying the
town centre offer and by making the most of the town’s unique history.

SO8

To facilitate the provision of convenient and accessible services across
the Borough and in the specific neighbourhoods of Glascote, Amington
and Belgrave, encourage initiatives that provide additional support,
information and services to residents.

SO9

To create a diverse local economy and provide appropriate education
and training that enables residents to take up job opportunities without
the need to travel.

SO10

To provide a range of adaptable, high quality housing that meets the
needs of Tamworth residents, particularly the old, young and less able.

SO11

To encourage active and healthier lifestyles by providing an accessible
network of paths, open spaces and formal recreation facilities that link
neighbourhoods to each other and the wider countryside.

Question 3:

Do we need to change the spatial objectives,
if so how?
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6. What happens next?
Now that we know what the issues are for Tamworth and the sort of
place we would like Tamworth to be, we have to decide how best to
develop the town.
This consultation is not about writing draft policies and consulting on an almost finished
article. This issues and options consultation doesn’t even attempt to go near drafting
policies or setting out proposals. What it does try to set out are various options around
the issues already identified. We ask a lot of questions and suggest a variety of ways in
which we can develop Tamworth. We really need to generate lots of ideas so that we
can develop a preferred option based on the responses that we receive. We must
develop policies with your help rather than assuming that we know the best approach.
The options presented are not exclusive. Your responses will help to develop a preferred
option, which may involve a mix and match approach using some of our options
combined with some put forward in this consultation.
This Core Strategy will be split into two different sections. The first section looks at core
policies and the second section looks at generic development management policies.

Core Policies
What exactly do we mean by core policies? Core policies will guide the broad pattern of
development across the whole plan area. Core policies will reflect the Regional Spatial
Strategy whilst remaining specific and distinctive to Tamworth.
Unlike the adopted Local Plan which had a policy to cover everything, the core policies
will focus on the really important issues already identified; those that require a specific
Tamworth response. You will find that there will be very few core policies when
compared to the 80 policies in the adopted Local Plan and some areas of planning
control are completely missing. This is because in many cases national guidance in the
form of Planning Policy Statements and Planning Policy Guidance Notes are perfectly
adequate for decision making at the local level. Unless we are going to make a unique
statement that relates directly to Tamworth and the issues that we have, a policy is not
necessary.
Links to national policy will eventually be made in the Core Strategy so that you will be
signposted to relevant legislation, national and regional policy. This will help in identifying
where to find decision making information, particularly where gaps in the Core Strategy
exist.
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Sustainability Appraisal
Our goal is to create a sustainable town. This Core Strategy will provide the framework
to do that. To ensure sustainability is taken into account, the key spatial issues and
options have been appraised to draw out the positives and negatives of each option in
terms of economic development, social inclusivity and the environment. Commentary on
the appraisal is given in the text. Each issue and option will have a different impact on
the town and there will often not be a clear or obvious sustainable option. This means
that difficult decisions will have to be made.
The Council has conducted an Initial Sustainability Appraisal of the four spatial options.
This document is available alongside the Issues and Options. The initial appraisal
assesses the options against the Sustainability Appraisal objectives in order to identify
the significant effects of each option. It also looks at the impacts of the spatial options
over the short, medium and long term. In order to quantify the significant effects, a
scoring system has been used, which incorporates a range of scores from 2 (major
positive) to -2 (major negative). This has been done in accordance with national
guidance2 and helps to assess the social, economic and environmental impacts of the
spatial options. This also helps to compare the relative strengths and weaknesses of
each option.

2

ODPM: ‘Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Documents’.
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7. Can we do what we want?
It is important to understand that what happens in Tamworth is not
just down to the Borough Council making decisions.
There are some decisions that are made at the regional level. The West Midlands
Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS), written by the Regional Assembly, looks at the growth
blueprint for the West Midlands Region. The RSS determines how much housing,
employment, retail and office development Tamworth needs to provide, and it’s up to the
Borough Council to distribute that growth around the Borough. The Tamworth Core
Strategy needs to accommodate regional figures to be in-line with the RSS. One of our
spatial objectives is to ensure that this happens.

Housing
The Regional Spatial Strategy sets out that Tamworth should make provision for 2900
(net) additional dwellings to be built for the period 2006-2026. This equates to an
indicative annual development rate of 145 dwellings, which is necessary to achieve the
target. Taking into account existing local plan allocations, housing completions and
commitments as at 30 September 2007, of the 2,900 we only need to find land for
approximately 536 new houses.
Things to consider:
●

National housing projections continue to revise population figures upwards, which
means that during the course of the RSS review the amount of growth that Tamworth
will have to deliver could be higher. The current RSS expects Tamworth to provide
2,900 houses, however at an earlier stage the RSS was suggesting that 9,000 could
be needed.

●

Lichfield District Council should specifically make provision for development to meet
Tamworth’s needs within their District.

●

We will have to provide a 5 year supply of housing, based on 145 dwellings per year

Tamworth Response:
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●

We will plan for 2,900 but suggest where growth may need to go should the situation
change. In considering the higher figure and taking into account existing local plan
allocations, housing completions and commitments, we would need to accommodate
5,500 houses.

●

We will need to consider growth options that are located outside the Borough. The
RSS states that Tamworth, Lichfield and North Warwickshire in relation to Tamworth
must jointly consider the most appropriate locations for development.

●

We will work closely with Lichfield District Council and North Warwickshire Borough
Council to determine potential development locations by undertaking a growth and
infrastructure study.

Employment
The Regional Spatial Strategy sets out that Tamworth should make provision for 42
hectares of employment development for the period 2006-2021, 16 hectares to be
readily available to accommodate the first 5 years. Taking into account land already
available, completions and commitments, of the 42 hectares we only need to find land
for 10.65 hectares.
Things to consider:
●

Should Tamworth need to provide additional houses through the review of the RSS,
additional employment land and associated infrastructure may also be required to
ensure that residents have access to employment and the opportunity to work locally.

Tamworth Response:
●

We will have to keep options flexible just in case this scenario happens.

Town Centre
Retail
The Regional Spatial Strategy sets out that Tamworth should make provision for 25,000
square metres of additional gross comparison retail floorspace for 2006-2021 and 15,000
square metres of additional gross comparison retail floorspace for 2021-2026.
The Council is working closely with developers to bring forward a retail scheme on the
Gungate precinct. This development will provide approximately 19,000 square metres of
retail. An application is expected early 2008.
Office
Tamworth should plan for 30,000 square metres gross of new office development within
or on the edge of the town centre for the period 2006-2026.
If housing figures are raised there will need to be increased provision of both retail and
office floorspace.
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8. Managing Growth: the Spatial Options
The first thing this Core Strategy needs to do is set out the overarching grand plan! It needs
to show in practical terms how the key issues which have been identified will be dealt with.
The growth strategy therefore needs to deal with the different areas that will experience
change within the town up to 2026, change that needs to be co-ordinated and managed.
There is limited land surrounding the town centre for expansion, limited land within the urban
areas for development and limited land around the urban fringe for extensions. Large areas
of underused and vacant brownfield sites do not exist. Green belt and flood plain
designations extend over much of the Borough. This presents the Council with challenging
decisions on how to accommodate growth.
There are many different options that we could have come up with. We could have put
forward a ‘business as usual’ or ‘do nothing’ option, which would have looked at how
growth and development could be accommodated by using the policies in the adopted
Tamworth Local Plan. It was clearly not acceptable to pursue this option from a national and
regional policy perspective. Furthermore, it would not achieve the spatial objectives or vision
set out in this document.
It maybe necessary to mix and match the options generated in this consultation, or possibly
start again. Do you have an alternative option? Perhaps you own land and would like to put
it forward for development. Each option presented is different, none of them are perfect and
all involve tough decisions.

Things we considered
All of the spatial options in this consultation will seek to improve the town centre because it
is the heart of the Borough and has the potential to see the most change over the next 20
years. We feel that the best way to develop this complex and important area is to prepare a
Master Plan, a document that will plan and co-ordinate development activity in the town.
The Borough Council is in the process of commissioning external consultants to Master Plan
the town centre and identify opportunities. We have not considered options that seek to
locate retail in any other location except the town centre.
All of the spatial options assume that some level of development will take place in Anker
Valley. The issue of deliverability is raised regarding this site because of the difficulty in
providing infrastructure, which involves crossing the West Coast Main Line. The current level
of growth which is for 800 units may not be able to deliver the infrastructure requirements.
The Anker Valley Link Road is both expensive to deliver and does not directly link up with
the town centre. A further road proposal, the Amington Link Road, would join up the Anker
Valley Link Road with Saxon/Offa Drive. This would provide a convenient and direct link to
the town centre and relieve potential congestion from Ashby Road and Tamworth Road,
Amington. Current proposals at Anker Valley do not include the provision of the Amington
Link Road because the development is not big enough to deliver that level of infrastructure
investment.
We did not put forward an option that locates growth entirely outside the Borough, however
this is an option that could develop and evolve as more evidence becomes available. It was
clear that neighbouring authorities would expect us to try and accommodate what we could
in the first instance.
We did not develop an option based on high levels of growth. We will stick to the RSS
figures and instead outline how flexibility can deal with changes in circumstance. At its
Issues and Options consultation stage the RSS was looking at an option 3 which would
equate to 9000 homes in Tamworth for the period 2001-2026. The RSS Revision as
submitted covers the period 2006-2026, which equates to a revised option 3 of 5,500
dwellings. The following spatial options will identify how to accommodate this higher
previously suggested RSS figure.
18

Flexibility
If housing number increase and Tamworth has to accommodate 5,500 new dwellings, the
Housing Land Availability Assessment indicates that this level of need can theoretically be
met within the Borough boundary. Our preferred approach would be to develop urban sites
first, increase densities on sites coming forward, followed by greenfield urban extensions
and then green belt release. This approach would apply across all four options. Any further
housing requirements would have to be met outside the Borough, and we would have to
work jointly to make sure that housing is delivered as part of adjoining districts’ core
strategies.
The HLAA sites are a mixture of urban green and brownfield sites and non-urban greenfield
and green belt sites. Further work on the deliverability and developability of these sites
needs to be undertaken. We also have to await the outcome of the RSS phase 3 study
which is looking at potential regional green belt release. These outcomes will result in a
reduced potential housing capacity within the Borough.

Have we chosen the best locations?
The following Spatial Options are based on known sites that have come forward through the
Housing Land Availability Assessment. There may be other sites in and around Tamworth
Borough that are suitable for consideration as an alternative Spatial Option. These sites have
not been considered so far because they either lie outside the Borough boundary, or we are
not aware of landowners intentions to develop, or both. It is possible that these sites could
be more sustainable than those put forward in the following Spatial Options.
We would encourage landowners/agents/developers to make representations to this Issues
and Options consultation so that we can take them into account when considering the best
growth option for the Borough. The Borough Council is already engaged in joint working
with Lichfield District Council and North Warwickshire Borough Council.

Question 4:

Do you have land that you wish to be considered for
any type of development? A special `Developer
Intent’ form can be downloaded from the website at
www.tamworth.gov.uk under Local Development
Framework.

It must be remembered that the Core Strategy is not just about housing. Consideration also
needs to be given to employment and retail requirements. The options, therefore, need to
consider the whole range of development needs.
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Option 1: Urban Containment & Regeneration
Within the urban area there are a range of sites that are considered to be potentially
suitable for housing and employment development. Significantly the urban area
represents 66% of the area of the Borough. Selective redevelopment and office
provision will be the focus of town centre renewal. This option assumes that the current
level of provision at Anker Valley can be delivered.

Advantages
●
●
●
●
●

●

greenfield development is minimised
no loss of green belt
sites will integrate with existing social and physical infrastructure
regeneration of neighbourhoods such as Glascote, Amington and Belgrave
many sites are close to the town centre which provides access to public transport
and the town centre facilities
comprehensive approach to town centre renewal

Disadvantages
●

●

●

urban sites will tend to be smaller but they will still generate additional traffic, new
infrastructure may not be provided to the same level as for a large site
specialist housing will be more difficult to bring forward on awkward shaped sites,
design could be compromised and town cramming may occur.
town centre car parks could be redeveloped, leading to loss of parking places and
congestion in the town centre

Meeting the Vision
This option has the most potential for the urban area to remain compact. It can deliver
growth in areas that need regeneration, and housing and employment would be
provided in accessible locations. The town centre will be improved through selective
redevelopment and increased business confidence. However this option may lead to a
loss of green spaces, reducing biodiversity and limiting opportunities for healthy living.
Residential amenity could be reduced and congestion could get worse, particularly
around Ventura as people try to access retail facilities.

Sustainability Assessment Score and Comments
Sustainability assessment score = 12
Positive impacts include minimal urban expansion and ability to utilise existing and
planned services and facilities. Development will assist in reducing deprivation and will
minimise flood risk by not significantly adding to the amount of impermeable surfaces.
Town centre renewal will be achieved and it will reduce the need to travel and utilise
existing transport infrastructure. The main negative impact is the limited ability to provide
housing needs and to provide a range of employment sites due to constraints on the
size and shape of some brownfield sites. There could also be greater pressure to
develop urban green spaces and a similar negative impact on the historic environment.
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Option 2: Urban Containment and Anker Valley
Intensification
The Housing Land Availability Assessment has identified that by taking the existing Anker
Valley Local Plan allocation, densities can be increased to fully accommodate the
remaining requirement. Employment requirements will be met on a mixture of sites within
the urban area following the outcome of further work. Selective redevelopment and
office provision to be the focus of town centre renewal.

Advantages
●
●
●
●

●
●
●

●
●

greenfield development is minimised
no loss of green belt
regeneration of neighbourhoods such as Glascote, Amington and Belgrave
many sites are close to the town centre which provides access to public transport
and the town centre facilities
comprehensive approach to town centre renewal
provision of additional commuter car parking in connection with the railway station
the creation of a well designed new community which integrates facilities at the
outset
has the ability to deliver a mixed community, including specialist housing
has the opportunity to introduce high standards of design and building technologies

Disadvantages
●
●
●
●
●

there will be additional pressure on highways infrastructure around the town centre
increasing densities could result in compromised residential quality and design
there will be an impact on the setting of Tamworth
less potential for regenerating deprived areas
specialist housing may only be provided in one location in the Borough

Meeting the Vision
This option has the potential for the town to remain compact. Whilst this option involves
the loss of green field land, it prevents further green field release and seeks to efficiently
develop an existing site. It can deliver growth in areas that need regeneration. Housing,
employment and town centre facilities will be provided in accessible locations. The scale
of the development will ensure the incorporation of appropriate facilities and a mix of
housing. The proximity of the development to the open countryside provides
opportunities for communities to be fit and healthy. There is potential to improve public
transport to reduce car commuting to and from Tamworth.

Sustainability Assessment Score and Comments
Sustainability assessment score = 10
Positive impacts include minimising urban expansion and making efficient use of available
land. Some urban development would help to tackle deprivation, whilst more
development in the Anker Valley would help to meet housing needs. Option should
enable equal access to community services and facilities and achieve town centre
renewal. Retaining a compact urban form would reduce the need to travel and would
utilise existing infrastructure. Increased development at Anker Valley should enable
consideration of energy efficient design at the outset. Negative impacts include
increased flood risk in the Anker valley floodplain and limited scope to provide a range of
employment sites.
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Option 3: Greenfield Urban Extensions
This option seeks to locate housing on a greenfield site to the north of the town by
extending the existing Anker Valley Local Plan allocation. Employment would be located
on greenfield sites in and adjacent to existing employment areas close to the A5.
Selective redevelopment and office provision will be the focus of town centre renewal.

Advantages
●
●

●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●

provision of additional commuter car parking in connection with the railway station
the creation of a well designed new community which will consider the integration of
all facilities at the outset
has the ability to deliver a mixed community, including specialist housing
has the opportunity to introduce high standards of design and building technology
the north of the Borough is close to the railway station and the town centre which
may reduce the number of trips made by car
town cramming is minimised on the limited space that exists within the urban area
accessible employment sites will be attractive to business
less pressure to develop urban green spaces
no loss of green belt
comprehensive approach to town centre redevelopment

Disadvantages
●

●

●
●
●
●

leads to additional green field release and extension of development into the
countryside
there will be additional pressure on highways infrastructure into and out of Tamworth
from the north, and around the town centre and Ventura. An additional infrastructure
study is required to assess the feasibility of this location
there will be an impact on the setting of Tamworth
less potential for regenerating deprived areas
long lead in times for large scale greenfield housing delivery
specialist housing may only be provided in one location in the Borough

Meeting the Vision
This option is not about containment because it will lead to Tamworth spreading up to its
boundary on greenfield sites. It will however deliver well designed new communities with
good access to facilities, the town centre and the countryside. It will do little to
regenerate deprived parts of Tamworth and there will be issues surrounding
infrastructure, particularly highways into and out of Tamworth from the north. There is
potential to improve public transport to reduce car commuting to and from Tamworth.

Sustainability Assessment Score and Comments
Sustainability assessment score = 5
Option offers greater scope to meet housing needs and to create a diverse and
competitive economy. Town centre renewal will be achieved and there will be less
pressure to develop urban green spaces. It will also ensure energy efficient design
because of increased accommodation for development at Anker Valley. The negative
impacts relate to additional greenfield land take and extending development further into
the open countryside. It does not represent such an efficient use of land and may
increase flood risk in the Anker Valley floodplain. More development taking place away
from the town centre and main urban area will increase the need to travel. There may be
pressure on existing nature conservation sites and the character and setting of the
Amington Hall conservation area and the listed buildings.
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Option 4: Greenfield and Green Belt Urban
Extensions
This option seeks to locate housing on green belt sites to the south of the town in the
Dosthill and Hockley areas. This option assumes that the existing 800 units allocated at
Anker Valley can be delivered. Employment would be located on greenfield sites in and
adjacent to existing employment areas close to the A5. Selective redevelopment and
office provision will be the focus of town centre renewal.
In advance of the RSS Phase 3 Study that looks at regional green belt release, this option
assumes that green belt release may be appropriate in exceptional circumstances.

Advantages
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

there is potential to create additional community facilities for the south of the Borough
compared to the north of the Borough there would be less loss of agricultural land
good access to railways and the highway network
has the ability to deliver a mixed community, including specialist housing
has the opportunity to introduce high standards of design and building technology
town cramming is minimised within the urban area
accessible employment sites will be attractive to business
there is potential to provide a bypass in Dosthill to relieve congestion on the High Street
could lead to better railway facilities
less pressure to develop urban green spaces
comprehensive approach to town centre redevelopment

Disadvantages
●

●
●
●

●

●

this option develops on greenfield and green belt land and extends development into
the countryside
there are sensitive environmental designations in the vicinity
further away form the town centre and Ventura retail parks
additional traffic could increase congestion on Dosthill High Street and have a knockon effect in Wilnecote and Hockley
railway infrastructure will need improvement either to increase capacity of the railway
station car park at Wilnecote, or to provide a new station at Dosthill or Kingsbury in
North Warwickshire depending on viability
specialist housing may only be provided in the south of the Borough

Meeting the Vision
This option is not about containment because it will lead to Tamworth spreading into
adjoining districts. It will, however, deliver well designed new communities with good
access to facilities and the countryside. It will do little to regenerate deprived parts of
Tamworth and there will be issues surrounding infrastructure, particularly highways in the
Dosthill area and routes to and from the trunk roads and the town centre. There is
potential to improve public transport to reduce car commuting to and from Tamworth.

Sustainability Assessment Score and Comments
Sustainability assessment score = 6
Option offers greater scope to meet housing needs, particularly in the south of the
Borough and to create a diverse and competitive economy. Linked to this is the
opportunity to improve services, facilities and infrastructure in the Dosthill, Wilnecote and
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Hockley areas, including bus services and rail improvements at Wilnecote Station. Town
centre renewal will be achieved and there will be less pressure to develop on urban
green spaces. The negative impacts of this option relate to additional greenfield land
take and extending development further into the open countryside. A significant point is
that the land outside the urban area in the south of the Borough is also in the green belt.
Housing sites would be located further from the town centre, which implies additional
travel needs, particularly with regards to increased car use.

Question 5:

None of the Spatial Options are perfect but if you had
to choose one, which would it be and why? How
could it be improved?
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9. A Sustainable Tamworth
Spatial Objective Links: All are relevant
Evidence Base Theme Links: Living, Learning and Working, Looking
after our Environment, Shopping and Spare Time, Moving About
We want Tamworth to grow in a sustainable way; but what does this mean? There isn’t a
standard template for what makes up a sustainable community. Sustainable
communities are diverse, reflecting local circumstance and culture. What we do know
are the important components that contribute to a sustainable community, such as
affordable homes, good public transport, access to community facilities and a safe
environment. A sustainable town is also about sustainable development3. For
development to be sustainable it must consider and contribute to a flourishing and
diverse local economy; a community that enables opportunity for all and the prudent use
of resources.
We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

priority given to using previously developed land (brownfield), vacant or underused
buildings before greenfield sites

●

development to be located where public transport is currently accessible, has plans
to be or can be enhanced

●

development to be located where it is accessible to housing, jobs, services and
facilities, has plans to be or can be enhanced

●

development must ensure that the capacity of existing or planned infrastructure
including public transport, utilities and community infrastructure such as schools are
taken into account

●

physical constraints e.g. flood risk need to be taken into account

●

environmental, built and historic assets need to be taken into account

●

ensure that development is close to paths and cycle routes, has plans to be or can
be enhanced

Question 6:

3 ‘
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Do you agree, have we missed anything out?

development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations
to meet their own needs’ Brundtland 1987

10. Heart of the Town
Spatial Objective Links: SO1, SO2, SO5, SO7,SO9
Evidence Base Theme Links: Learning and Working, Shopping and
Spare Time, Moving About
The town centre is the heart of the Borough. Ongoing consultation highlights the town
centre as a hub of activity for the young, old and for families. However people often view
the town centre as somewhere to go and socialise rather than a shopping destination. The
shopping experience is generally considered to be poor. Whilst modernisation is seen as
essential, the speciality shops located in some of the traditional and historic buildings are
also valued.

Town Centre Redevelopment Delivery
The Borough Council will be bringing forward a Master Plan to co-ordinate development
activity within the town. It will look at how to integrate planning, transport, land use and a
design strategy that will maximise development opportunities and set a framework for
partnership working, drawing in money, funding and skills. All of the spatial options will
deliver an improved town centre.
We also recognise however that the town centre contains some of the most historic parts
of the Borough and a high proportion of the Borough’s listed buildings. The entire town
centre is covered by three separate but inter-connected Conservation Areas.
In response to town centre redevelopment pressure, the Council has appraised the
character of the three conservation areas in and around the town centre. This provides
valuable information about what it is about the conservation areas that are special and
whether there are any negative features that should be improved. This work will contribute
to the Master Plan.

We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

the redevelopment of specific sites

●

town centre policies that deal with, for example, bringing forward mixed uses on sites or
town centre car parking

●

managing physical change in an historic environment

Ideas for the town centre will be comprehensively developed with the Master Plan.
However, if you would like to indicate to us that you have land that you would like us to
consider or if you are already undertaking improvements that you think you should be aware
of, then please let us know. If you would like to get involved please also inform us.

Question 7:

What town centre issues should we be looking at in
the Master Plan?
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11. Living & Working
Spatial Objective Links: SO1, SO6, SO9 & SO10
Evidence Base Theme Links: Living, Learning and Working, Shopping
and Spare Time, Moving About
We can’t stop people living in Tamworth and working elsewhere and we can’t make
people who live in Tamworth work in Tamworth. We can, however, provide a range of
housing in suitable locations that cater for all ages, family situations and affordability. We
can also make suitable land available, point businesses in the right direction and hope
that by locating in Tamworth, some of those people who do currently choose to outcommute recognise the opportunities on their doorstep. Where people still choose to
out-commute, we will work with public transport providers to provide attractive and
viable alternatives to the car.

How do we sensitively develop the strategic development sites?
A number of the sites put forward in the various growth options are strategic, that is,
they will deliver a good proportion of Tamworth’s housing or employment requirements
in one location. Sites that are large and complex need to be given careful consideration
at the outset to ensure the development is sympathetic to the surroundings. For
example, green belt locations at the southern extreme of the Borough also contain local
biodiversity designations. Development to the north is located near to a Site of County
Biological Importance and a Biological Alert Site. A potential employment site to the west
of Tamworth should consider the proximity of Hopwas and its conservation area in the
district of Lichfield.
We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

delivering strategic housing sites

●

delivering strategic employment sites

Question 8:

Should the Borough Council produce development
briefs for key strategic development sites and, where
necessary, work in partnership with neighbouring
authorities to clarify development expectations to
prospective developers, ensuring that valued features
are considered, protected and conserved?

How do we plan flexibly?
Housing and employment markets change over time and it is difficult for us to predict
what is going to happen. As technologies, products, services, populations and family
circumstances change so will employment and housing requirements. We need to
ensure that development land supply is flexible to deal with changing circumstances.
That way we can bring forward employment and housing land faster if we need to, or
slower if requirements for it are lower than expected. It is expected that a five year
reservoir of readily available employment and housing land must be available at all times,
with a land bank to be bought forward when necessary.
We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
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●

the flexible delivery of employment land

●

the flexible delivery of housing land

Question 9:

Do you agree, if not, why not?

Flexibility is also about having the right type of land/building available to meet future
expansion, relocation or start up. We need to have a range of new and existing sites in
the Borough to give businesses choice.
We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

providing a specific type of employment land to meet a specific need, for example,
managed workspace for small businesses

Question 10:

What should we be providing, what evidence do you
have that it is required and where should we put it?

How important are windfall developments in Tamworth?
Windfall developments are those that are unplanned that come forward for development
and are considered on their merits. They supplement allocated housing sites. National
guidance (PPS3) would prefer to see local authorities reduce their reliance on windfalls
so that the housing requirement can be delivered through known housing allocations.
However, the limited land available within the Borough requires us to look more
creatively at how housing can be brought forward. Windfalls are a very good flexible
source of housing supply.
We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

the deliverability of housing through windfalls

Question 11:

Do you agree, if not why not?

What density should housing developments be built at?
Tamworth is already built at a high densities, consisting of early terraced houses,
followed by mid 20th century overspill development. It is important that land is used
efficiently to minimise development on greenfield land. We must be careful though not
to build at high densities for the sake of it because there are consequences of raising
densities such as loss of privacy, amenity and garden space. It may also be more
appropriate to have a range of densities to reflect local character. Spatial Option 1 looks
at raising densities in more detail.
We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

housing density

Question 12:

Should we be aiming for a standard housing density
across the Borough or should we have a range of
densities to reflect the character of different
neighbourhoods?
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How do we achieve mixed communities?
We need to create sustainable, mixed and inclusive communities that provide a choice of
housing to meet the requirements of Tamworth residents. What we want to avoid are
concentrations of one type of housing or another. We want to mix our housing up as we
provide it so that a community is created that can support each other and importantly
not feel that they have to move out of an area because of changes to their housing
requirements.
A mixed housing community is about providing a variety of housing, particularly in terms
of tenure4 and price and a mix of different occupants such as families, older people or
new starters.
There are various pieces of work that can be used to inform this. The Housing Needs
Assessment and the Council’s Housing Strategy evidence the composition and make-up
of Tamworth. Strategic Housing Market Assessment work which is being jointly
undertaken by Tamworth, Lichfield, Solihull and Birmingham will identify a strategic
approach to housing need and demand across all housing sectors to assess the key
drivers and relationships within the housing market. Tamworth is part of the Birmingham
housing market area which is why joint working is seen as crucial in collating this
evidence. It is hoped that the work will be finished by early 2008.
We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

mixed communities

●

using advice from various studies, some of which have yet to be prepared

●

providing mixed communities on large sites, and how to mix communities on small sites

Question 13:

Do you agree, if not why not?

How do we provide affordable housing?
The Housing Needs Survey (2006) identifies that 626 affordable units are required each
year. The social rented stock in the Borough provides 341 affordable re-lets, leaving an
annual shortfall of 285 affordable units. To put this in context the average number of new
houses completed per year in Tamworth between 1996 and 2006 was 284.
Government legislation allows the Council to seek affordable housing from developers,
to be provided as part of general market housing schemes. Affordable housing is
defined as social rented and intermediate housing5.
We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

affordable housing

●

on-site and off-site provision

●

affordable targets

4

The way in which a property is held, e.g. freehold tenure or leasehold tenure.
Social rented housing is rented housing owned and managed by local authorities and registered social landlords,
which determine rents through a national rent regime. Intermediate housing is housing at prices and rents above
those of social rent, but below market price or rents. Shared equity is an example of this. Low cost market homes
are not included within the definition of affordable housing. Planning Policy Statement 3.
5
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We don’t think we will need affordable housing thresholds covered by a policy. We
propose to stick to the 15 unit national standard, this means that any housing
development comprising of 15 units or more will have to provide affordable housing. We
considered lowering this threshold but our housing evidence demonstrates that most of
the housing that comes forward is on small sites of only a couple of units.

Question 14:

We don’t think we need a policy dealing with
affordable housing thresholds, do you agree? If not,
what should the threshold be and what evidence do
you have that this would be effective?

How should we provide housing for the elderly?
An ageing population with increasing care and support requires special attention in the
Borough. Housing for the elderly ensures that the right sort of accommodation is
provided to match their every day living needs. It also enables movement in the housing
stock as family-sized houses are released for family occupation.
We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

specialist housing that includes the elderly

Question 15:

Do you agree?
What sort of specialist housing do we need?

How should we provide for the needs of Gypsies and travellers and
travelling show people?
We are awaiting further evidence to identify if Tamworth needs to make special provision
within the Borough to accommodate Gypsies and Travellers.
We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

gypsies and travellers

●

travelling show people

To ensure that future needs of these two communities can be dealt with.

Question 16:

Do you agree? If not, why not?
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How do we protect our existing employment sites?
The Council has been criticised over the years for allowing the steady erosion of
employment land to housing and retail in particular. Whilst we have fought to retain as
much employment land as we can we need to re-evaluate the situation. One option
considered, but not taken forward, is not protecting existing employment land. We
recognise that the Borough has a limited supply of employment land and limited capacity
for providing more. Whilst some employment areas are old and of a poorer quality than
the more recent and modern developments at Relay Park or Centurion Way, they
provide an important and necessary cheaper alternative. This is often where businesses
start and develop.
We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

protecting our existing employment estates from changes to non-employment uses

Question 17:

Should we protect all employment estates from
changes of use, or are there circumstances where it
might be appropriate?

How will the proposed additional traffic arising from growth proposals
be dealt with?
It will depend on which option is chosen. The spatial growth options set out earlier in this
document indicate the likely proposals that will have to come forward, and how they will
be delivered. Some transport proposals are seen as essential, regardless of which
growth option is chosen. Proposals that provide opportunities for commuters to get out
of the car and onto the train are important. Wilnecote Station suffers from inadequate
parking facilities which limit its usage. Tamworth Railway Station is soon to upgrade its
parking facilities, but the station itself needs a facelift to make it an attractive and
welcoming environment and a worthy gateway to the town. A Park and Ride proposal is
coming forward as part of the Anker Valley housing development, the purpose of which
is to get more people using public transport. All of these proposals require more
information and partnership working with Network Rail.
Any development coming forward in the future must ensure that roads in the vicinity of
the out of town shopping at Ventura and Jolly Sailor retail parks do not become more
congested.
We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

improvements to the town’s infrastructure

Question 18:
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Does the town’s infrastructure need upgrading, what
should we be doing and what evidence do you have
to support this?

How do we deal with congestion?
There are areas of Tamworth that already experience congestion on certain days of the
week and at certain times of the day. We don’t want to contribute to this and make the
congestion worse or find that congestion is becoming more frequent.
A Travel Plan is a set of measures that are designed to suit an organisation's specific
transport needs. Its aim is to reduce the number of regular journeys made by car, and in
particular car journeys with a single occupant. A Travel Plan can help reduce the strain
on our road network, support employee travel needs and reduce the impact of road
traffic on the environment.
National guidance6 sets out where travel plans should be submitted. They include all
major developments comprising jobs, shopping, leisure and services; smaller
developments generating significant amounts of travel; new and expanded school
facilities and where a plan would help to address a particular local traffic problem. Given
the amount of residential growth that Tamworth is expected to accommodate, the
Borough Council is considering requesting that residential developments should also
submit travel plans.
We don’t think we will need a policy on travel plans because national guidance
adequately deals with this issue. However, we think we will need Core Policies that
cover….
● residential travel plans

Question 19:

Should the Borough Council request the submission
of a travel plan for strategic residential sites?

What do we do with Ventura and Jolly Sailor?
This is a congestion hotspot, one which is regularly reported on in the local press.
Ventura Retail Park and the Jolly Sailor Retail Park are extremely successful out-of-town
shopping centres which due to their own success struggle with the volume of traffic.

Question 20:

6

What do you think we should do about the congestion
at Ventura and the Jolly Sailor?
What solutions are there?

Planning Policy Guidance Note 13.
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12. Learning Communities
Spatial Objective Links: SO1, SO8, SO9
Evidence Base Theme Links: Learning and Working
How do we link local employment opportunities with local residents?
We know that Tamworth employers have difficulty recruiting good quality staff. Some of
our evidence is anecdotal, however we want to avoid the situation where Tamworth
employers have to look beyond the Tamworth boundary to find the staff they need. This
contributes to additional car journeys and a mismatch between Tamworth’s skills and
employers’ needs.
We were thinking of expecting developers to provide a contribution towards training local
people, therefore we will need Core Policies that cover….
● opportunities for local education and training to retain the Tamworth workforce

Question 21:

Do you think developers should contribute towards
training? Do you have any suggestions for how this
could be achieved?

What’s happening with our schools?
There is a shake up within Tamworth’s education provision due to the re-invention of
TORC as a Vocational Skills Academy and the Building Schools for the Future (BSF)
programme. BSF is the biggest single government investment in improving school
buildings for over 50 years. The aim is to rebuild or renew every secondary school in
England over a 10 to 15 year period. Tamworth Borough is expected to be prioritised
over the next 7 to 9 years.
Schools are no longer just about what goes on in the classroom during school hours.
The modern vision of extended schools sees schools as assets at the heart of the
community, which everyone can use and benefit from. Health, pastoral and social care
are among the additional services that can be brought together on school sites through
joined-up funding, offering services tailored to a wide range of local needs and
demands. It is too soon to know the outcome for Tamworth but it will involve an
assessment of current and future schools provision which may present opportunities for
the Local Development Framework.
We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

the future use of school sites

●

making future school sites accessible to the wider community

Question 22:
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How could schools be used better for the benefit of
the community?

Environmental education
The Wild about Tamworth project is a joint initiative between the Borough Council and
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust that involves local people in improving semi-natural spaces of the
borough for people and wildlife. The most valuable sites are designated as Local Nature
Reserves (LNRs) and groups of local residents have come forward to manage them with
support from the Wild about Tamworth project officers. Since the project started in 2003,
Kettlebrook LNR has been declared, Hodge Lane LNR has been extended and there are
plans to declare two further LNRs at Warwickshire Moor and Tameside. The project is also
looking to set up groups to manage Dosthill Park and Broad Meadow. The Wild about
Tamworth project officers are actively involved in providing environmental education to local
schools, using the LNRs as a learning resource.
The Council is an active partner in the project. It is the landowner of the LNRs, maintains the
sites in a wildlife friendly way and provides materials and support to the project.
We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

environmental education

●

partnership working on environmental initiatives

Question 23:

Do you agree and if not, why not?
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13. Healthy and Active Communities
Spatial Objective Links: SO3, SO8, SO11
Evidence Base Theme Links: Living, Looking after our Environment
A healthy community is a place where a mix of activities like housing, shops and parks
are located alongside facilities such as doctors, schools and hospitals. Tamworth has a
wide range of local shops and supporting community facilities dispersed throughout the
Borough, and some large and impressive areas of open space. However Tamworth’s
residential neighbourhoods house a range of different communities living in widely
contrasting local conditions and circumstances. Some neighbourhoods fall well short of
the ideal balanced and healthy community. They don’t have a high standard of living,
environment or an appropriate range of facilities. Lung cancer, respiratory disease,
obesity, binge drinking and teenage pregnancy are all problems for Tamworth residents.

How do we protect, safeguard and encourage the provision of
community facilities?
Local shops and facilities provide convenience to the local population. The young, elderly
and less mobile population in particular rely on facilities that are within walking distance.
Community facilities are meeting points and provide a focus for community activity.
Whilst the Council is not directly responsible for the provision of these facilities, the Core
Strategy can seek to protect, safeguard and encourage their provision.
We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

the protection of local shops and facilities in defined local neighbourhood centres

●

provision of local shops and facilities as part of strategic development sites

●

possible redevelopment of the Kerria neighbourhood centre

Question 24:

Do you agree and what types of local facilities do
you value?

How do we plan our open spaces?
The opportunity to meet friends and play football, walk the dog or to be able to sit
somewhere quiet and enjoy the surroundings are essential parts of our busy lives. Open
space, sport and recreation facilities are a community resource, a focal point for
meeting, social interaction and play. It contributes to social development in children by
providing opportunities for play, and prevents illness in adults by providing the
opportunity to be fit and healthy. These opportunities not only add quality to people’s
lives but they can also provide a haven for biodiversity, the movement of wildlife and a
clean environment away from traffic fumes and pollution.
Tamworth Borough Council has conducted an audit and assessment of open spaces
based on national guidance7. Further work has been undertaken to look at open space
provision at the neighbourhood level which has led to the preparation of a position
statement. We are deficient in all types of open space across many neighbourhoods and
given the shortage of land in the Borough for housing and employment development, we
feel that there is a need to protect what we have.

7
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Planning Policy Guidance Note 17.

There are two particular aspects to open space planning, protecting existing open
spaces and new provision. In answer to the overall deficiency the Council should be
protecting as much of the existing open spaces as possible and enhancing their quality
through higher standards of maintenance or new facilities.

We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

the protection of existing open spaces

●

enhancing open space quality

Question 25:

What types of open space do you value the most and
how would you improve them?

How do we bring forward new open space?
It is anticipated that the main source of new open space is through development. One
of the main outcomes of the audit and assessment was a set of locally derived
standards for different types of open space based on Tamworth’s needs. The standards
will be applied to new residential developments, with an understanding that it will not
always be possible to accommodate the full requirement on site. In such cases the
Council will expect contributions towards off-site provision or enhancement. We need to
decide how we are going to set the threshold for on-site provision.
We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

open space standards

●

the delivery of open space through new development

●

thresholds for on-site provision

Question 26:

Do you agree and do you think that all new residential
developments (even small sites) should contribute
towards open space?
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14. A High Quality Environment
Spatial Objective Links: SO1, SO2, SO3, SO4, SO5, SO7 & SO11
Evidence Base Theme Links: Looking after our Environment
Yes, we are urban, but look a bit closer and Tamworth has many natural and built assets
threaded into the urban fabric. Access along green wedges which extend from the edge
of the Borough into the heart of the historic town centre gives the town an open, natural
and uncrowded feel in places.
The environment is about everyday living in Tamworth; the air we breathe, the ground we
develop and the historic buildings around us. It’s also about the future environment, in
particular climate change and the impact it will have on Tamworth8.

How do we raise the quality of the built environment?
A recurring theme from our consultation is that Tamworth has a poor image problem. It
suffers for a number of different reasons. Overspill development during the 1960s -1980s
which trebled the size of the town, fundamentally changed the composition of the
people, the character of the town and the quality of the housing. Rapid change makes
people question that growth was put before development quality. Growth is back on the
agenda and Tamworth will have to expand to meet population projections.
National guidance Planning Policy Statement 1 states that ‘Good design ensures
attractive usable, durable and adaptable places and is a key element in achieving
sustainable development’.
We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

quality in the built environment

Question 27:

Please tell us what you think is locally distinctive
about Tamworth’s built environment.

How do we manage change in a sensitive historic environment?
The Council’s approach to conservation of the historic environment is to conserve and
enhance the Borough’s listed buildings and other historic assets in line with national and
regional policy. The Council does, however, accept that some change is inevitable and
necessary to achieve a vibrant and prosperous local economy and to allow individual
residents a certain amount of flexibility to adapt their own homes to suit their needs.
What we can do, however, is to manage change positively in a way that is sympathetic
to the historic environment.
We have seven existing conservation areas and some 175 statutorily listed buildings. In
addition, the historic Birmingham and Fazeley and Coventry Canals run through the urban
area and provide links with the open countryside beyond the borough boundary. Many of
the buildings and structures along the network are already listed and there may be scope
to investigate a canal based conservation area along a selected section of the network.

8

National Planning Policy Statement 1 paragraph 13ii: ‘Local planning authorities should ensure that
development plans contribute to global sustainability by addressing the causes and potential impacts of
climate change’.
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We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

funding of conservation improvements

●

protection and improvements in the historic environment specific to Tamworth

Question 28:

Should we spend resources on improving all seven
existing conservation areas or concentrate resources
on the town centre?

Question 29:

Should we designate more conservation areas?
Where do you think there is scope for a new
conservation area?

How do we protect important biodiversity areas?
Despite being an urban authority, Tamworth contains an extensive network of green
spaces, which include amenity open spaces, allotments, parks and semi-natural green
spaces. The sites are important for their biodiversity and geological interest, health, well
being and educational value and have an important role to play in meeting Staffordshire
Biodiversity Action Plan targets. There are a range of designations from national to local
which recognise the importance of each site.
We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

the protection of various designated sites and development do’s and don’ts.

Question 30:

How should the policy approach differentiate
between sites of national and local importance?

How do we create and restore important habitats for their
biodiversity?
As well as protecting key features and areas of biodiversity the Council must also identify
areas or sites for priority habitat restoration and creation. Habitat mapping is underway
in Tamworth to identify priority habitats and the Council will focus efforts on these areas
and the Wild about Tamworth sites. The SBAP sets targets for management, creation
and restoration for the various priority habitat types throughout Staffordshire and the
Local Area Agreement breaks this down into annual district targets.
We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

habitat creation and restoration in relation to Tamworth.

Question 31:

Can you think of any biodiversity sites that would
benefit from habitat creation or restoration?
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How do we protect biodiversity outside designated or protected areas
including green infrastructure?
Biodiversity interest is not confined to recognised designated sites. There are many
ungraded sites and features that provide valuable habitats for wildlife. Brownfield sites in
particular are frequently rich in biodiversity or geological interest, which is often
overlooked when development comes forward.
Similarly, networks of greenspace or green infrastructure are not necessarily designated
or formally recognised as being of special importance. They include rivers, canals,
hedgerows and linear open spaces that link sites of biodiversity importance and act as
stepping stones for migration. The existence of a comprehensive network of green
infrastructure is particularly important in the context of climate change in order to provide
corridors for species to move along.
Many animal and plant species are specifically protected by legislation and there is no
need for the Core Strategy to contain specific policies9. The role of the Core Strategy will
be to protect the habitats of these species in order to prevent a decline in populations.
Designated biodiversity sites may account for some of the habitats of these protected
species, but many habitats will fall outside these areas. This raises an issue about how
these habitats can be safeguarded because they are not statutorily protected. The
Council would have to specifically request that ecological surveys are submitted as part
of planning applications in order to determine whether protected species are present on
the site.

Question 32:

Should we ask for ecological surveys to be submitted
alongside planning applications and what type of
development should this apply to?

There are a wide range of open space types in the Borough, many of which are linked
and link to other features like the canal and river systems to form a network of green
infrastructure. In addition to providing opportunities for recreation close to people’s
homes, through the incorporation of footpaths and cycleways, green infrastructure is
important from a biodiversity point of view, providing habitats and movement corridors
for wildlife.
We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

preserving green infrastructure features

●

providing additional links between habitats and green infrastructure

Question 33:

9
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Can you think of any gaps in the green infrastructure
network that need to be filled?

Planning Policy Statement 9 paragraph 15’.

How do we adapt to and mitigate against climate change?
Currently the energy used to heat, light and run our homes accounts for 27% of all the UK’s
carbon emissions, around 40million tonnes10. To help tackle this The Government is
proposing that all new homes be zero carbon by 201611. Zero carbon homes will contribute to
reductions in the UK greenhouse gas emissions. The Government has set national targets for
a 12.5% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions12 below 1990 levels by 2008-12. Other
Government targets include a 20% reduction [from 1990 levels] in carbon dioxide emissions
by 2010 rising to 60% by 2050 and 80% by 2100.
Policy SR3 of the emerging Regional Spatial Strategy sets out how buildings should be
designed and constructed to the highest possible environmental standards. The policy
includes the following considerations:
●

all development over 5,000 square metres or 10 residential units accompanied by a
sustainability statement

●

secure energy efficiency at level 3 of the Code for Sustainable Homes by 2010, level 4 by
2013 and zero carbon by level 6

●

ensuring that development over 1,000 square metres or 10 residential units incorporate
renewable or low carbon energy equipment to meet at least 10% of the development’s
residual energy demand

●

maximising the potential for decentralised energy systems such as combined heat and
power

●

promoting the use of local and sustainable sources of materials

●

all new homes to meet or exceed the water conservation standards in level 4 of the Code
for Sustainable Homes, that offices meet the BREEAM offices scale and that other
buildings achieve energy efficiency savings of at least 25%.

Question 34:

We don’t think we need to provide our own climate
change policy, can you think of any Tamworth specific
situations that would justify having a policy?

10

Department of Communities and Local Government News Release 2006/0174
A zero carbon development is one that achieves zero net carbon emissions from energy use on site, on an
annual basis.
12
Greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide, present in the atmosphere absorb outgoing infrared radiation from
the earth surface causing some heat to be retained. This greenhouse property of the atmosphere acts as a natural
blanket over the earths surface making it warmer than it would otherwise be.
11
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How do we deal with areas at risk from flooding?
Over 2,000 Tamworth homes were threatened by serious flood risks during the wet 2007
summer. Whilst the flood defences held and the Environment Agency are satisfied with their
performance there are concerns over potential growth for the town. Swapping permeable
soil on potential greenfield sites for hard surfaces will create additional surface water
discharging into Tamworth’s rivers. Future changes to the climate may also increase the
frequency, duration and intensity of rainfall over the Borough which needs to be accounted
for at the outset of this spatial plan.
National planning guidance13 aims to ensure that flood risk is taken into account at all stages
in the planning process to avoid inappropriate development in areas at risk of flooding, and
to direct development away from areas of high risk. Where new development is exceptionally
necessary in such areas, policy aims to make it safe, without increasing flood risk elsewhere
and, where possible, reducing flood risk overall.
We think that national guidance adequately deals with flood risk. We may, however, want to
develop a policy following the completion of strategic flood risk assessment (SFRA) work.
We think we will need Core Policies that cover….
●

potential development and flood risk areas based on our SFRA survey

Question 35:

13

What Tamworth specific issues should be considered
in this policy?

PPS25 (Development and Flood Risk) Annex D - sequential testing of applications against flood risk. PPS25
provides policy for planning application determination in terms of the overall strategic approach to flood risk.
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15. Generic Development Management
Introduction
What exactly do we mean by generic development management policies? The Core Strategy
is all about broad principles that apply across the Borough - how can detailed policies be
part of that strategy? The Generic Development Management policies are about the broad
principles of development that apply to each planning application that is submitted to the
Borough Council. Each application is evaluated to determine: ‘is the proposed development
appropriate?’
Issues of design, scale, privacy, highways and access are common development principles
regardless of the content of the application. These principles will be relevant whether a
planning application is for a single storey house extension or the erection of a new office
block.
These overarching principles can therefore be applied across development types rather than
specifically aimed at retail, housing, employment and so on. This is a new approach to the
old style development control one, which will avoid duplication across policies and repetition
of national and regional planning guidance. Policy gaps appearing in this local policy
framework will be filled by national and regional policy.
Do not be alarmed by a scarcity of policies. The few that we have will do the job. Those that
we don’t have we either don’t need or we will reference to other policy documents. It is no
longer acceptable for the development plan to contain policies that cover everything. Whilst
this may seem harsh it will result in a more user friendly document.

Issues and Options
For this Issues and Options consultation we are not at the stage of actually writing policies.
Initially we want this consultation to focus on the basis on which we are progressing this
work. The policy areas we are presenting will, at later stages, form the policies.
Each of the policy areas are linked back to the spatial objectives as a way of identifying how
the generic development management policies fit into the overall strategic framework of the
Core Strategy. These Generic development management policy issues will not be sustainably
appraised because they are expressing in a more detailed way the principles of the Core
Policies.
We aim to have a total of no more than ten development management policies to cover all of
the following issues.
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Natural Resources
Spatial Objective Links: SO1, SO4
Core Policy Links:
This policy area explores how individuals and companies can contribute to sustainability.
It’s about the small things that can be integrated into development proposals that
reduce the consumption of finite natural resources and therefore the impact on our
environment.
We feel that the following issues need to be covered in one or more development
management policy:
Energy:
●

On-site energy generation and renewable energy such as solar and wind power

●

Energy efficiency

●

Sustainable, locally sourced construction materials

Water:
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●

Sustainable Drainage Systems

●

Rainwater harvesting

●

Grey water recycling

●

Minimising surface water run-off

Infrastructure
Spatial Objective Links: SO6, SO8, SO9, SO10
Core Policy Links:
This policy area deals with the movement of people and the physical structures, facilities and
land requirements needed to facilitate safe, efficient and specialist movement.
We feel that the following issues need to be covered in one or more development
management policy:
●

Highway capacity

●

Pedestrian routes - safe, secure, convenient, layout of environment

●

Car parking - standards that apply to different forms of development for different modes
of transport

●

Access - car/disabled

●

Provision of cycle stands

●

Signage and street furniture

●

Safety of movement for pedestrians and cyclists and those with mobility problems.
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Character of Area
Spatial Objective Links: SO2, SO5, SO7
Core Policy Links:
This policy issue explores the character of an area and how a development proposal
must fit into it. Understanding the compatibility of a proposal and its relationship with its
surroundings will ensure that development integrates with neighbouring buildings,
spaces and land uses and creates environments that are varied, interesting and locally
distinct.
We feel that the following issues need to be covered in one or more development
management policy:
Sympathetic to the character of the locality by…
●

design - proportions, materials, detailing and appearance

●

scale, density, siting, mass, heights and layout compatible with the area

●

relationship with other buildings and spaces between the buildings

●

incorporation of natural surveillance, lighting, boundary and landscape treatments

●

incorporation of natural features such as trees and hedges

●

additional care required to ensure conservation area or building of architectural or
historic value is enhanced

Sympathetic to neighbouring uses by…
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●

nature of the surrounding development would not be harmful to the amenity of new
residents

●

nature of the new development would be compatible with existing neighbouring land
uses and the amenities of nearby properties and spaces

Environmental Quality
Spatial Objective Links: SO3, SO5, SO7
Core Policy Links:
This policy area covers the quality of the environment around us and includes those things
which contribute to a pleasant, safe and healthy experience. Whether you are walking
through the town centre or along the river, our senses interpret the environment as one that
we either want to be in and enjoy, or leave.
We feel that the following issues need to be covered in one or more development
management policy:
●

Noise, odour, dust

●

Lighting and safety

●

Litter

●

Air quality

●

Contaminated land and remediation

●

Pollution

●

Flooding

●

Safety e.g. highways

●

Water quality

●

Landscape quality

●

Biodiversity

●

Green infrastructure e.g. wildlife corridors and open space

●

Encourage retention of valuable existing natural features such as trees and hedges

●

Incorporate appropriate landscaping and boundary treatments with a preference for
native species

●

Additional planting

●

Natural habitat designations - mitigation and compensation

●

Special considerations for conservation areas
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Delivery
Spatial Objective Links: SO1, SO3, SO9
Core Policy Links:
This policy area looks at certain aspects of the development management process and
what will be expected of prospective developers. Up front knowledge of Tamworth
Borough Council’s expectations will speed up the process of making a decision, enable
better consultation and better decision making. There are also benefits that the Borough
Council can provide prospective developers.
We feel that the following issues need to be covered:

50

●

Contributions - when they will be expected, how they assist in deliver, affordable
housing, open space, percent for art

●

Developer evidence - what needs to be provided and when e.g. ecological survey,
transport assessment for major applications

●

Council conservation grants

●

Statement of Community Involvement

●

External Funding Officer

●

Nature conservation - mitigation and compensation measures to protect or enhance
nature conservation interest

Question 36:

Have we got it right, have we missed anything out?

Question 37:

Are there any special circumstances that are
pertinent to Tamworth that require a local
development management response?

APPENDIX A
Components of the Local Development Framework
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APPENDIX B
Local Development Framework Influences
A number of documents form the policy context in which the Core Strategy must be
prepared. This will ensure that the Core Strategy is in conformity (in line) with national,
regional and local objectives. The following are the key documents to influence the Local
Development Framework.

What is the national, regional and local context?
National Planning Policy Statements (PPSs) which are prepared by the Government, are
slowly replacing outdated Planning Policy Guidance Notes (PPGs). They set the national
planning policy framework.
The West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS), which incorporates the Regional
Transport Strategy, provides the spatial strategy for the West Midlands region. Prepared by
Government Office for the West Midlands and the West Midlands Regional Assembly, the
RSS is currently undergoing a partial review. Tamworth is a large settlement and a strategic
centre that is important in its own right and with distinct characteristics. Tamworth will act as
a focus for new investment to support wider regeneration and help meet the economic,
social and cultural needs of the surrounding rural areas.
The Regional Housing Strategy and Regional Economic Strategy support the Regional Spatial
Strategy. The Regional Housing Strategy is prepared by the Regional Housing Board and the
West Midland Regional Assembly. Specifically the strategy identifies that for Staffordshire and
North Warwickshire the legacy of the extractive industry requires regeneration which housing
alone cannot support. Housing, social, health, economic and environmental issues will all
need to be addressed simultaneously.
The Regional Economic Strategy which provides a framework for economic development
and regeneration is prepared by Advantage West Midlands and the West Midlands Regional
Assembly. The vision for 2010 is: The West Midlands is recognised as a world-class region in
which to invest, work, learn, visit and live, and the most successful in creating wealth to
benefit all of its people. To realise the vision there are 4 distinct objectives, which are to
develop a diverse and dynamic businesses base; promote a learning and skilful region;
create the conditions for growth and regenerate communities.
Local Transport Plan, 2006 – 2011 is prepared by Staffordshire County Council and provides a
long term transport strategy for the County. Key problems identified for the County include
accessibility; road safety; highway maintenance; traffic impact and air quality. The LTP covers
all aspects of transport such as walking, cycling, public transport as well as proposed road
building and improvements to existing roads and bridges.
The Minerals and Waste Local Development Framework is prepared by the County Council. It
is important for the LDF to ensure an adequate supply of minerals and the requirement to
progress sustainable forms of waste management in the area. Despite a small Borough,
Tamworth has long been associated with mineral workings both within and adjacent to the
Borough boundary. The LDF will have to take into account any sites and locations identified
for the provision of waste storage, treatment and processing should it be required.

What are our community priorities?
It is also important to recognise and act on the needs of the local community. A number of
documents do this.
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Consultations with communities
The consultation statements associated with this core strategy are available on the internet
at www.tamworth.gov.uk. The new planning system expects local authorities to consult to a
greater depth than before at the start of the process to ensure that plans and strategies are
developed with community input.
Tamworth Borough Council Sustainable Community Strategy
We already have a Community Plan for 2005-8. This document is, however, evolving into a
Sustainable Community Strategy using new government guidance. Consultation began at the
end of 2007 and into the New Year. A draft set of priorities are set out in Appendix C, these
will, however, be subject to change. The Sustainable Community Strategy will be in place by
April/May 2008 which means that it will provide the Core Strategy Preferred Options
document with a firm basis to move forward. As an interim measure an evaluation of the
community strategy has been undertaken and can be found on the website at
www.tamworth.gov.uk.
Shaping the Future of Staffordshire 2006 – 2021 (draft)
This document sets out a vision for the County for the next 15 years, ‘Staffordshire will be a
place where local communities are enabled to develop in places where people want to live,
work, visit and invest now and in 2021’.
The priorities are:
● Children and Young people
●

Healthier communities are older people

●

Safer and stronger communities

●

Economic development and enterprise

●

Sustainable communities.

Sustainable Development and Evidence
The Regional Sustainable Development Framework is prepared by Sustainability West
Midlands for the West Midlands Regional Assembly. The aim of the framework is to help
people that develop, review and implement strategies, policies and plans to ensure that their
work contributes towards a sustainable future for the Region. The framework sets out a
vision, general principles, objectives and a process which can be incorporated into policy
making.
Sustainability Appraisal
This Core Strategy will be subject to sustainability appraisal. The appraisal is a way of
assessing the potential social, environmental and economic effects of policies. It ensures
that policies are developed in a way that reflects sustainable development principles. The
Sustainability Appraisal has the ability to influence the outcome of policies. The Sustainability
Appraisal Scoping Report and Interim Appraisal for the Core Strategy is available at
www.tamworth.gov.uk.
Evidence base
This Core Strategy will be prepared using a thorough understanding of the needs of the area
and the opportunities and constraints which operate. The evidence base is a piece of work
that is continually being updated to reflect changes to legislation or the outcome of
consultations. The most up to date version can be found at www.tamworth.gov.uk.

53

APPENDIX 3
Consideration of spatial objectives and Community Strategy priorities
and themes

LAA
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Sustainable Community
Strategy

Core Strategy
Objectives

Draft Priorities
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Healthier
communities and
Older People

1.
2.
3.
4.

Reducing substance abuse
Reducing health inequalities
Improving carers’ well being
Inclusion and choice for older and
disabled adults – housing, leisure,
employment
5. Improving mental health

SO3: Nature conservation
SO8: Accessible services
SO10: High quality housing
SO11: Active and healthy
lifestyles

Safer and Stronger
Communities

1. Tackling substance misuse
2. Reductions in the number of ASB,
violence and criminal damage
offences
3. Reductions in domestic burglaries
4. Reductions in young people
offending and entering CJS
5. Improving community
engagement

SO7: Safe and attractive
town centre
SO8: Accessible services

Children and
Young People

1. Improve educational attainment
2. Provide support for families in
need
3. Tackle health inequalities and
improve health
4. Develop integrated services with
focus on prevention

SO8: Accessible services
SO10: High quality housing
SO11: Active and healthy
lifestyles

Economic
Development and
Enterprise

1.

Town centre regeneration/
rejuvenation
2. Skills development
3. Provision of quality sites and
premises
4. Better co-ordination of business
support and engagement to
increase business take-up and
understanding

SO1: Development
requirements
SO2: Protect and enhance
historic town
SO5: Create high quality
places
SO7: Safe and attractive
town centre
SO9: Reduce outcommuting

Sustainable
Development

1.

SO1: Development
requirements
SO3: Nature conservation
SO4: Climate change
SO6: Reducing car journeys

Better support for local
businesses to develop sustainable
waste strategies
2. Implementation of robust
strategies for mitigating and
adapting to the effects of climate
change
3. Enhanced provision and access to
priority habitats and local nature
reserves.
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