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Executive Summary
•

Natural and semi-natural habitats are rare and are scarcely found outside of
designated sites such as Sites of Biological Importance (SBIs) or Sites of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs).

•

A total of 1,034.50 hectares of land were mapped to JNCC Phase One
standard including 38.20 kilometres of linear features.

•

Of this total a large proportion is under intensive agricultural regimes. Arable
cultivated land consists of 327.36 hectares of land, amenity grassland consists
of 243.22 hectares and poor semi-improved grassland comprises of a further
206.99 hectares.

•

Five SBIs were found in Tamworth covering 10.90 hectares, and three
Biodiversity Alert Sites (BASs) were recorded covering 3.05 hectares, with
particular reference to UK BAP and SBAP habitats.

•

Areas for creation and enhancement through appropriate management have
been identified, although these are not in abundance due to the nature of the
land use.

•

The Tamworth Phase One Survey not only identifies the biodiversity resource
for the Borough, but also highlights areas important for nature conservation,
which can subsequently be prioritised for protection and enhancement.

Front Cover: Photograph taken of Stoneydelph Wet Woodland, SK235016.
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Introduction

1.1

Survey Brief

Staffordshire Wildlife Trust was asked in 2008 by Tamworth Borough Council to
undertake Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) Phase One habitat survey
work covering approximately 550 hectares of the Tamworth Borough area, for the
completion of the habitat inventory of the Borough.
1.2

Background

Tamworth Borough covers a total area of 3,081 hectares. The majority of the Borough
comprises of industrial and domestic buildings with gardens. The remaining land
consists mainly of arable, amenity and poor semi-improved grassland, which are
intensively farmed, mown and grazed respectively. With this intensively managed
landscape there is a lack of semi-natural habitats. However, the area surrounding the
two main rivers, the River Anker and the River Tame, are of most biological importance
within Tamworth (this is determined from previous surveys carried out).
1.2.1

Site Designation

A Site of Biological Importance (SBI) status is assigned to a site of local nature
conservation importance, which contains most of the best remaining areas of seminatural habitat in the County, outside of Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). A
Biodiversity Alert Site (BAS) is of lesser significance on a County basis, because of
lower fundamental quality or smaller size. Nevertheless they collectively form a
significant part of the County's nature conservation resource.
Both BAS and SBIs receive no statutory protection, however the value of the sites are
recognised within the planning policies throughout the County. As BASs and SBIs
receive no statutory protection, their maintenance depends on the landowners to carry
out environmentally friendly land management on the sites. Both SBI and BAS sites
contribute significantly to the maintenance of biodiversity in the wider countryside now
recognised as a major local and national objective.
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1.2.2

UK Biodiversity Action Plan

The UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP) is the UK Government's response to
the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). It describes the UK's biological
resources and proposes a detailed plan for the protection of these resources. UK BAP
priority habitats are part of these biological resources. There is no completely natural
habitats left in Staffordshire as it has all been influenced to some extent by human
activity, however there are areas of semi-natural habitats occurring across the County
and it is these sites that constitute the UK BAP habitats. These habitats have been
affected least by recent human activity, therefore giving rise to habitats which support
greater biodiversity such as ancient and semi-natural woodlands and traditionally
managed grasslands. UK BAP priority habitats are important as they are natural or
semi-natural habitats that are at risk of a high rate of decline in extent or quality, they
are rare, important for assemblages of key species and they are ‘functionally critical’ i.e.
those ‘essential for organisms inhabiting wider ecosystems’ (UK BAP).
1.2.3

‘Brownfield’ sites

These sites were originally referred to as Post-industrial sites or Previously Developed
Land. Although these sites remain in the revised UK BAP priority habitat list, they are
now under the new habitat title of Open Mosaic Habitats on Previously Developed
Land. These sites form part of both the UK and Staffordshire Biodiversity Action Plan
(SBAP).
The SBAP, as with the UK BAP, recognises the nature conservation importance of
Open Mosaic Habitats on Previously Developed Land within the county.
Open Mosaic Habitats on Previously Developed Land are important in the industrialurban environment such as in Tamworth. The primary reasons for its qualification of a
new BAP priority habitat are that it is clearly at substantial risk and subject to
destruction and serious degradation. Major factors threatening the habitat include urban
development, landfill, unsuitable reclamation, eutrophication, lack of appropriate
management and natural succession (BRIG, 2007).
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BRIG (2007) states that the habitat clearly supports many species and some habitat
types that are a priority for nature conservation. Sites can support exceptionally
important invertebrate communities. They are of particular importance for species
requiring bare substrate, sandy burrowing or nesting sites, and nectar sources. Certain
UK BAP priority plant species are strongly associated with this habitat.
The functional importance of previously developed land is that it often provides areas of
early or pioneer habitat. The stated priority habitat is best defined as a mosaic of seminatural vegetation types and development stages, typically with very early pioneer
communities on thin layers of various substrates and inclusions of bare ground and
features like spoil mounds. In addition, more established areas of open, species-rich
grassland are normally found and patches of other habitats, such as heathland, swamp,
ephemeral pools and inundation grasslands (BRIG, 2007).
1.2.4

Buffering Habitats and Wildlife Corridors

One of the benefits of the current project is that it can help identify areas where buffer
zones and/or habitat links (wildlife corridors) can be created to help protect identified
sites that are important for nature conservation. Wildlife corridors are effective in
decreasing fragmentation. Habitat fragmentation due to human development and
urbanization is an ever-increasing threat to biodiversity, and habitat corridors are a
possible solution. They are complex structures offering a range of microclimates which
buffer extreme weather conditions, and link existing habitats to each other allowing
species movement. They are corridors of land, planted with appropriate vegetation to
allow flora and fauna to move across a wider territory, and can occur in the form of
hedgerows (traditional field boundary systems), woodlands, scrub, rivers and their
banks and ponds.
Buffer zones provide wildlife habitats, increase biodiversity, provide foraging areas for
wildlife, protect off-crop habitats from pesticide and fertiliser drift and run-off, and they
protect habitats by intercepting or moderating adverse pressures or influences and
minimising disturbance. Creating links and buffering habitats in the wider countryside
will help to create robust biodiversity resources to counteract climate change and
developmental pressure.
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This report highlights the areas surveyed in Tamworth Borough providing information
on habitat type for each area. More detailed information on SBIs, BASs and UK BAP
habitats surveyed, and also areas with restoration potential that are in need of
appropriate management is also provided.
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2
•

Objectives
To carry out a Phase One habitat survey covering approximately 550 hectares
of Tamworth Borough in order to complete the habitat inventory for the area.

•

To inform Tamworth Borough Council and the Local Area Agreement targets,
of management and restoration opportunities within the Borough.

•

To identify the biodiversity resource in terms of UK BAP habitats present.

•

To identify and survey any additional sites that are considered to be of Site of
Biological Importance (SBI) quality.

•

To investigate the biodiversity potential of a maximum of 5 ‘Brownfield’ sites
in the area. For each site, providing information of the extent to which
biodiversity interests are likely to constrain development and management
recommendations for the sites.

•

To translate all habitat data recorded, including that of existing habitat data, in
line with the UK BAP priority habitats.

•

To produce a GIS layer containing all of the habitats recorded for the Borough,
using the Phase One habitat mapping methodology.

•

To produce site reports for all of the Sites of Biological Importance that are
identified.
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3

Methodology

3.1
3.1.1

Habitat Survey
Phase One Survey Methodology

Tamworth Borough was surveyed in accordance with the Joint Nature Conservation
Committee (JNCC) Phase One methodology. Every parcel of land was surveyed and
assessed against the habitat types detailed in the JNCC Phase One Habitat Survey
Handbook. Where fields were considered to contain little conservation interest, the field
required no further inspection. Boundary features and any trees present or other
landscape features were recorded.
3.1.2

Extended Phase One Survey Methodology

If a field or part of a field larger than 0.25 hectares exhibited species indicative of seminatural habitats, an Extended Phase One Habitat Survey was carried out.
Methodology of the survey involved a walk through the area noting every flora species
within the boundary of that site. For each species recorded a frequency is given. This
helps in grading the site at a later date. If there is a high proportion of a species or only
an individual plant, the frequency will reflect this, so an accurate account of the site
quality and species composition can be gained.
If more than one sizable habitat is noted in the site then separate species lists are
compiled for each habitat. A description of each distinct habitat type and field notes
were also compiled for each notable habitat type on site.
The frequency is the abundance of a plant species found in the habitat. Each species
recorded in a habitat is given a score on the DAFOR scale. These categories are often
prefixed with the word ‘locally’ to denote species that are confined to, or most
prominent in a particular area.
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Table 1. DAFOR scale used to determine species abundances on a site.
D

Dominant

A

Abundant

F

Frequent

O

Occasional

R

Rare

To assign a site a potential BAS or SBI status, the Sites of County Biological
Importance Guidelines for Staffordshire were used, in conjunction with the updated
Hopkins (1996) checklist. A specific grading system is used for each different habitat
type using the relevant species list and their subsequent frequencies.
3.1.3

Mapping Methodology

Along with a species list, a habitat map is sketched out of the site. This map notes the
surrounding land features and any other points of interest that may influence the site
status.
Once an area had been surveyed, the information was transcribed into a digital format.
MapInfo Geographical Information System (GIS) was used to map the information and
provides the most user-friendly way of presenting data. This system uses colour and
pattern coding to represent habitats and features. The use of MapInfo enables the
various habitat types to be measured accurately and for further changes to the site to be
monitored. All relevant information including habitat type, field notes, possible creation
and management recommendations were incorporated into each mapped parcel of land.
The final product for a semi-natural habitat including a BAS, SBI or a UK BAP priority
habitat is a comprehensive species list with the associated DAFOR frequency, digitised
map completed to Phase One and an individual site report describing the site and
providing management advice.
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4
4.1

Results
Statistical Breakdown of the survey

Refer to Appendix I for the Phase One Habitat map of the entire area of Tamworth
covered by the Tame Valley Survey and the area covered by the current survey,
corresponding to the column ‘Length in Tamworth (km)’ in table 2 and ‘Area of
Tamworth (ha)’ in table 3.
Refer to Appendix II for the Phase One Habitat map of the area that was covered during
the current survey, corresponding to the column ‘Survey Length (km)’ in table 2 and
‘Survey Area (ha)’ in table 3.
Table 2. Statistical breakdown of the lengths (kilometres) of specified linear features
recorded in Tamworth Borough.
Habitat
Feature/Habitat Description
Code
F21
Marginal vegetation
G1
Standing water
G2
Running water
J21
Intact hedgerow
J211
Native species-rich intact hedgerow
J212
Species-poor intact hedgerow
J22
Defunct hedgerow
J222
Species-poor defunct hedgerow
J23
Hedgerow with trees
J231
Native species-rich hedgerow with trees
J232
Species-poor Hedgerow with trees
J24
Fence
J26
Dry ditch
J27
Boundary removed
Total Length (kilometres)

4.2

Length in Tamworth
(km)
4.64
0.12
1.09
8.00
2.96
8.47
2.99
4.32
2.26
1.65
8.39
13.98
4.45
0.47
63.78

Survey Length
(km)
0.00
0.10
0.86
0.00
3.31
8.47
0.00
4.32
0.00
1.65
8.62
10.88
0.00
0.00
38.20

Analysis of the Linear Features Breakdown

The linear features surveyed were predominantly hedgerows or fences. Exceptions to
these can occur, occasionally a strip of a particular habitat may exist that is more
appropriately mapped as a linear feature, most often along a roadside verge, edge of a
field or along the edge of a water body such as a stream or pond.
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A total of 38.20 kilometres of linear features are mapped to JNCC Phase One standard.
Of this total just under a third of all linear features are fences consisting of 10.88
kilometres. A species-poor hedgerow with trees contributes 8.62 kilometres, and a
species-poor intact hedgerow contributes a further 8.47 kilometres to the total.
Table 3. Statistical breakdown of the areas (hectares) of the specified habitats recorded
in Tamworth Borough.
Habitat
Habitat Description
Code
A11
Broad-leaved woodland
A111
Semi-natural broad-leaved woodland
A112
Broad-leaved plantation
A13
Mixed woodland
A132
Mixed plantation
A21
Dense/continuous scrub
A22
Scattered scrub
A32
Coniferous Parkland/scattered trees
B12
Semi-improved acidic grassland
B21
Unimproved neutral grassland
B22
Semi-improved neutral grassland
B4
Improved grassland
B5
Marshy grassland
B6
Poor semi-improved grassland
C31
Tall ruderal
F1
Swamp
F2
Marginal and inundation vegetation
F21
Marginal vegetation
F22
Inundation vegetation
G1
Standing water
G11
Eutrophic standing water
G125
Canal
G2
Running water
G21
Eutrophic running water
I21
Artificial quarry
I22
Artificial spoil
J11
Arable cultivated land
J12
Amenity grassland
J26
Dry ditch
J32
Industrial buildings
J36
Buildings
J4
Bare ground
J5
Other habitat
Total Area (hectares)

Area of Tamworth (ha)
0.10
52.12
23.38
0.43
6.39
19.37
13.06
0.98
1.61
2.07
128.31
119.60
15.34
255.67
20.93
8.25
0.74
1.12
0.92
34.81
3.67
0.37
26.19
1.15
13.02
22.69
341.36
256.78
0.33
7.88
45.51
10.74
0.58
1435.47

Survey Area (ha)
0.00
40.05
17.46
0.43
0.00
12.68
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
40.99
21.75
7.65
206.99
10.59
4.90
0.74
0.00
0.92
30.37
0.00
0.00
0.13
0.00
0.00
22.72
327.36
243.22
0.00
0.00
40.64
4.33
0.58
1034.50
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4.3

Analysis of the Habitat Breakdown

A total of 1,034.50 hectares of land were mapped to JNCC Phase One standard. Of this
total the largest proportion and most significant habitat type in the survey area is arable
cultivated land consisting of 327.36 hectares of land. The arable areas are however
confined to the perimeters of Tamworth, and the majority of this habitat type is situated
in the northeast area of the Borough.
Additionally, amenity grassland occupies the second most dominant landscape habitat
and consists of 243.22 hectares situated throughout the urbanised area. These areas
included the golf course, parks, and college and school grounds. Poor semi-improved
grassland comprises of a further 206.99 hectares. This is largely used as grazing land for
sheep and horses.
Semi-natural broad-leaved woodland and semi-improved neutral grassland covered an
area of 40.05 and 40.99 hectares respectively. The broad-leaved woodland accounts for
3.9% and the semi-improved grassland accounts for 4.0% of the total area surveyed
outside of designated sites. The small percentages of these habitats are largely a result
of intensive farming in the northeast and the large increase of industrial and housing
developments across Tamworth.
4.4

SBI and BAS Breakdown

Refer to Appendix III for the overall map showing the location of the SBI and BAS
sites in Tamworth. Refer to Appendix IV and V for the individual SBI and BAS site
reports respectively, and their detailed maps.
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Table 4. Sites of Biological Importance (SBI) recorded in Tamworth Borough from the
2008 survey.
Site Name
Brindley Drive
Hodge Lane Nature
Reserve
Stoneydelph Wet
Woodland
Tamworth Golf Course
(Eastern Border)
Hockley Clay Pit
(West of)

Site
Code
20/24/65

Grid
Reference
SK226 045

20/34/82

SK238 042

20/31/56

SK235 016

20/43/39

SK243 039

29/19/87

SP218 997

Main Habitat Type

UK BAP
Habitat present
No

Marshy Grassland
Semi-improved
No
Grassland
Broad-leaved
*Yes
Woodland
Broad-leaved
No
Woodland
Semi-improved
**Yes
Grassland
Total Area (hectares)

Area (ha)
1.59
2.77
1.13
2.32
3.09
10.90

UK BAP priority habitats; * Wet woodland, ** Open Mosaic Habitats on Previously Developed
Land.

Table 5. Biodiversity Alert Sites (BAS) recorded in Tamworth Borough from the 2008
survey.
Site Name
Statfold Roadside
Verge
Coton House Farm
Dosthill Quarry
Grassland

Site Code

Grid
Reference

20/36/75

SK237 065

10/84/59

SK185 049

29/19/06

SP210 996

Main Habitat Type

UK BAP Habitat
present

Semi-improved
No
Grassland
Marshy Grassland
No
Semi-improved
No
Grassland
Total Area (hectares)

Area (ha)
0.22
2.55
0.28
3.05

The total area of the three BAS sites that were surveyed was 3.05 hectares; therefore
0.3% of all Tamworth area surveyed was to BAS status. The five SBI sites covered a
total area of 10.90 hectares therefore, 1.1% of all Tamworth area surveyed was of SBI
status.
Two of the five SBI sites support Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) habitats, meaning that
the importance of these wildlife habitats has been recognised by their inclusion among
the priority habitats in the UK and Staffordshire BAP.
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4.5

UK BAP Habitat Resource for Tamworth

Table 6. Existing Sites of Biological Importance (SBI) recorded in Tamworth Borough.
Site Name

Site Code

Grid
Reference

UK BAP
present

UK BAP Habitat

Actions

Area of UK BAP
Habitat (ha)

Broad Meadow

10/94/60 SK196040

Yes

Lowland Meadow (in part)

Fazeley

20/02/61 SK206021

Yes

Wet Woodland (in part)

Maintain current resource/Restore whole site to Lowland
Meadow
Maintain Habitat

Tameside Nature Reserve 20/02/85 SK208025

No

~

Restore grassland areas to Lowand Meadow

~

0.52
1.43

Dosthill Park

20/10/16 SK211006

No

~

Restore grassland areas to Lowand Meadow

~

Bole Bridge (South of)

20/13/05 SK210035

Yes

Maintain grassland areas to Lowand Meadow

0.98

Warwickshire Moor

20/14/88 SK218048

Yes

Maintain Habitat / Restore to Lowland Heathland (in part)

6.41

Hockley (West of)

20/20/41 SK224001

Yes

Maintain Habitat

4.80

Amington Hall Fishponds 20/35/35 SK233055

Yes

Lowland Meadow (in part)~
Coastal and Floodplain Grazing Marsh
(in part)
Open Mosaic Habitats on Previously
Developed Land
Ponds

Maintain Habitat

0.55

The Decoy

20/45/37 SK243057

Yes

Wet Woodland (in part) / Ponds

Maintain Habitats

2.65 / 0.27

Dosthill Quarries

29/19/07 SP210997

No

Restore grassland areas to Lowand Meadow

~

Beauchamp Industrial Park 20/11/87 SK218017

Yes

~
Open Mosaic Habitats on Previously
Developed Land

Maintain Habitats

2.31

Total Area of UK BAP Habitat (ha)

19.92
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Table 7. Existing Biodiversity Alert Sites (BAS) recorded in Tamworth Borough.
Site Name

Site Code

Grid Reference

Kettle Brook

20/22/70

SK227020

UK BAP
present
Yes

River Anker (Part of)

20/25/04

SK220054

Hodge Lane Local Nature Reserve

20/34/93

SK239043

UK BAP Habitat

Actions

Area of UK BAP Habitat (ha)

Wet Woodland

Maintain Habitat

0.48

Yes

Rivers

Maintain Habitat

3.50

No

~

Continue appropriate management

~

Total Area of UK BAP Habitat (ha)

3.98

Table 8. UK BAP priority habitat sites recorded in Tamworth Borough through the current survey.

Stoneydelph Wet Woodland 20/31/56

Grid
Reference
SK235016

UK BAP
present
Yes

Hockley Clay Pit (West of)

SP218997

Yes

Site Name

Site Code

29/19/87

UK BAP Habitat

Actions

Wet Woodland

Maintain Habitat

Area of UK BAP
Habitat (ha)
1.13

Open Mosaic Habitats on Previously Developed Land

Maintain Habitat

1.58

Total Area of UK BAP Habitat (ha)

2.71

Refer to section 1.2.2 UK Biodiversity Action Plan for more information on UK BAP priority habitats. Refer to the UK BAP website (JNCC, 20012007) and the BARS website (BARS, 2008) for the official UK list of Priority Habitats and their associated habitat action plans.
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5
5.1
5.1.1

Management Recommendations
General Management Prescriptions for the Area
Semi-improved/Unimproved Neutral grasslands

In general grasslands should be cut before the seasons growth has chance to die and rot
down increasing the nutrient status of the soil. Therefore grasslands should be cut in late
summer and the cuttings removed.
The importance of removal of cuttings is paramount to reduce nutrient build-up. Coarse,
aggressive grasses such as Cock’s-foot and False Oat-grass thrive in nutrient rich soils
and will displace more delicate and slower growing flowering plants. Cutting helps
reduce the fertility and therefore increases the potential for desired species composition.
5.1.2

Poor semi-improved grasslands

There may be little that can be done with some poor semi-improved fields in terms of
increasing the biodiversity of the turf without the introduction of seed. However,
practices can be put in place to increase the biodiversity that can live in such a grassland
sward. Through reduced grazing or cutting, rough grass can benefit brown hares, grey
partridge, invertebrates, small mammals and their predators, principally barn owls and
kestrels. In this way, although the habitat is poor the higher animals can benefit from a
seemingly poor area. In terms of unmanaged poor semi-improved grasslands the
introduction of an appropriate management regime in itself can often increase the
botanical diversity of a site (refer to section 5.1.1 Semi-improved/Unimproved Neutral
grasslands), but as highlighted unmanaged grasslands bring their own biodiversity
benefits.
5.1.3

Broad-leaved woodlands

Most woodlands require very little management. In some instances though, there is a
lack of structure to the woodland resulting in a closed canopy, for example, too much
shrub layer resulting in a species-poor ground flora layer.
Cutting down some of the shrub layer to promote ground layer plants may benefit the
woodland. Also the felling of unsuitable tree species can help invigorate woodlands. An
14
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important aspect lacking in most modern woodlands is a lack of deadwood. It is
estimated that a healthy, thriving woodland requires as much as 30% deadwood.
Therefore, it is advised that all felled deadwood, lying or standing deadwood should be
left in situ wherever appropriate.
Deadwood benefits a number of species groups from fungi and mosses to a variety of
invertebrates. Many of these species are increasingly rare due to a loss in habitat.
5.1.4

Hedgerows

Hedgerows are a UK and Staffordshire Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) priority habitat.
A well-managed hedgerow is important for wildlife as it offers essential links between
habitats as well as supporting an abundance of insects; providing a rich supply of food
and shelter for many different birds and mammals. They support a wide variety of
native plants, shrubs and tree species including veteran trees, and are used as flight
paths for many species of Bats.
Hedges provide greatest wildlife potential when at least 1.8metres high and with a thick
base. Ideally hedgerows should be cut every 3 years, or at least try to avoid cutting them
every year. If hedges must be cut every year, cut them at a greater height than the
previous year to allow them to grow taller. Hedges under the same management should
not all be cut in the same year but preferably on a rotational basis to ensure a constant
food supply (FWAG 2008).
The cutting should be carried out between January and February, as this is the period
when most plant species are no longer fruiting and new growth has not yet started. It is
particularly important to avoid cutting the hedge between March and the end of August
as this is the flowering period and is important for the regeneration of hedgerow flora. It
is also the nesting period for birds, therefore refraining from cutting will avoid
disturbance. If a hedge must be cut during the fruiting period try to cut only the sides
not the top or alternatively cut only one side and leave the other as this will ensure the
availability of berries at all times (FWAG 2008).
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5.1.5

Management and control of invasive species

Himalayan balsam
This plant species was located around Dosthill Nature Reserve, SK211007. It is highly
invasive and detrimental to native flora.
Methods of non-chemical control include pulling, grazing or cutting the stems at ground
level before the end of June and before the plant flowers and sets seed. This will need to
be carried out annually until no new seedlings appear. Chemical control of Himalayan
balsam should be undertaken only after seeking advice from the Environment Agency.
As the site is adjacent to a stream directly flowing from the River Tame, the choice of
herbicide is limited to those that are approved for use in or near water (EA, 2003).
Rhododendron
This is an introduced evergreen shrub that was extensively planted under woodland
canopies and on heath land areas to provide shelter for game species. It was located in
one of the UK BAP and potential SBI sites namely Stoneydelph Wet Woodland,
SK235016.
Rhododendron makes the soil very acidic in favour of its own growing conditions,
however this has a detrimental effect on woodlands by killing trees and reducing the
floral biodiversity in the area (Forestry Research, 2008). This species is also highly
invasive and will spread rapidly and requires controlling.
Rhododendron control includes complete removal by cutting and burning. Herbicide
treatment can then be poured into holes drilled into the stumps of the Rhododendron
stem to prevent re-growth in the autumn to winter period (Elliot, 2003).
5.2
5.2.1

Site Specific Management
(20/24/65) Brindley Drive

The site is not currently managed. Grassland sites require only one or two cuts a year.
The main cut should be done during August to allow the plants to flower, fruit and set
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seed. After cutting the dead vegetation should be removed from the site. This will keep
the coarse grasses to a minimum, prevent the rushes from completely dominating the
area and allow the uncommon species to survive.
The dense scrub situated on the east, south and west borders of the site, is encroaching
onto the grassland area. If an appropriate management regime is not introduced to
relieve this problem, then the dense and scattered scrub and trees will take over.
Clearing the encroaching and scattered trees and scrub for example, will give rise to
greater ground flora species composition.
5.2.2

(20/34/82) Hodge Lane Nature Reserve

Hodge Lane Nature Reserve is owned by Tamworth Borough Council and currently
managed by the Staffordshire Wildlife Trust. Both the woodland and semi-improved
grassland areas are managed effectively and therefore, this enables rare species to
establish themselves on the site, and prevents the coarse grasses from dominating the
grassland area. Maintain the current management regime.
5.2.3

(20/31/56) Stoneydelph Wet Woodland

The site is one of the important UK BAP and SBAP priority habitats namely Wet
Woodland. However, there is a lot of litter and fly-tipping located to the northeast side
of the site where the housing estate backs onto the area. Therefore, an appropriate
management regime needs to be introduced to remove all the litter and fly-tipping
present.
It would be advisable to remove the Rhododendron present, as it is a notable invasive
species and will spread throughout the woodland and grow very large if left unmanaged,
preventing the sunlight from reaching the ground layer. Clearing the Rhododendron will
give rise to greater ground flora species diversity.
Also ensure the water levels do not drop on the site by refraining from draining the area.
5.2.4

(20/43/39) Tamworth Golf Course (Eastern Border)

The site is owned by the Golf Course. It is not currently managed, however in the
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northeast of the site Willow saplings growing in the area directly surrounding the
perimeters of a Pylon, situated immediately south of Coventry Canal, are being cut
down on a regular basis, it would be advisable to maintain this management regime.
The woodland situated to the east of the marshy grassland in the northeast part of the
site, is encroaching onto the swamp area, especially Willow saplings. Clearing the
encroaching trees and Willow saplings will give rise to greater ground flora species
diversity.
We were informed of future plans to turn this small area into an orchard, therefore
planting the area with fruit trees and potentially draining the area. As a consequence the
site will lose most, if not all of the species of interest, therefore, maintaining the water
levels would be advisable.
There is a lot of litter located to the western side of the woodland, located to the east of
the reception buildings, and golf balls can be found throughout the area. Therefore, an
appropriate management regime needs to be introduced to remove all litter and golf
balls present.
5.2.5

(29/19/87) Hockley Clay Pit (West of)

Tamworth Borough Council owns Hockley Clay Pit, however the site is not currently
managed. The public frequently use the site. This is one of the UK and SBAP priority
habitats namely Open Mosaic Habitats on Previously Developed Land and their
importance is stated in section 1.2.3 ‘Brownfield’ Sites.
Grassland sites require only one or two cuts a year, and the main cut should be done
during August to allow the plants to flower, fruit and set seed and invertebrates to
complete their lifecycles. The dead vegetation should be removed from the site after
cutting. This will keep the coarse grasses to a minimum, prevent the rushes from
dominating the area and allow the uncommon, rare and very rare species to survive. The
site must have been abandoned relatively recently and therefore contains a substantial
amount of bare ground on the flat, higher ground. Grassland management would not be
advisable on this area at the present time, which will allow pioneer plant species to
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increase in that area and allow the natural succession of the grassland to take place.
The dense scrub situated on the northwest edge of the swamp, is encroaching onto the
grassland area. The dense scrub will dominate the site if an appropriate management
regime is not introduced. Clearing the encroaching scrub will give rise to greater ground
flora species diversity.
Constraining Development
For the purpose of this report, a detailed habitat survey was completed for the area. If a
proposed development is to be situated on or adjacent to this potential SBI site, then
further ecological surveys need to be carried out for protected species such as Great
Crested Newts, nesting Birds, Otter, Water Vole and Bats.
As the site is a UK BAP priority habitat certain constraints on development will apply.
PPS9 states that the potential effects of a development on habitats or species listed as
priorities in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP), and by Local Biodiversity
Partnerships, together with policies in the England Biodiversity Strategy, are capable of
being a material consideration in the making of planning decisions.
As the area has been identified as a UK BAP habitat and an important site for
biodiversity, the main aim to be considered before development is that ‘no net loss’ of
habitat should occur. This is essential if a positive biodiversity outcome is to be
achieved, which is a very important part, and indicator, of sustainable development.
Wherever possible habitat retention should be designed into the development scheme,
and any loss of habitat should be mitigated to a reasonable level through the creation of
UK BAP quality habitat off site, which can be secured through a Section 106
Agreement. Levels of new habitat creation should be set at the initial stage of the
process, and designed into any development scheme with equal status to other
infrastructure needs, with emphasis on ‘no net loss’ of habitat.

In particular, any

development scheme should seek to retain the area of wetland interest, with sustainable
drainage methods used so water quality is not affected.
The Broad-leaved woodland and scrub situated in the northern area of the site is an
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important habitat for breeding birds and should be retained wherever possible along the
edge of development. All wild birds, their nests and eggs are protected under Section 1
of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. This means that clearance of scrub and trees,
and grassland or wetland areas supporting ground-nesting birds, should not be
undertaken in the nesting season (mid March to July), unless it can be demonstrated by
the developer that breeding birds will not be affected.
There will also be some opportunities to create habitats as part of landscaping.
Hedgerows could be planted around the site boundaries, using a mixture of locally
occurring species. Extending, creating and linking any habitats on site with local
woodlands, hedges and scrub habitats may also enhance the site.
5.3

Opportunities for Habitat Restoration

There are many opportunities for habitat creation, restoration and enhancement within
Tamworth Borough. The BAS sites are a significant part of the County's nature
conservation resource, however they are not as widely recognised as SBI sites.
Therefore with appropriate management, these sites should increase the potential for
desired species composition and qualify for SBI status.
5.3.1

BAS sites

(20/36/75) Statfold Barn Farm Roadside Verge
The roadside verge is owned and currently managed by Tamworth Borough Council,
who at the time of the survey had recently cut the site. Regular cutting as for amenity
grassland can be just as detrimental as no cutting; with only species tolerant of regular
cutting able to survive therefore diversity is impeded. Regular cutting is often a problem
on SBI road verges, and although safety is paramount, cutting needs to be reduced to
once or twice a year at the appropriate times. After cutting the dead vegetation should
be removed from the verge to reduce nutrient build-up. A spring cut is also advisable if
tall vegetation impedes visibility.
The site only covers an area of 0.22 hectares therefore if the surrounding roadside verge
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was to be managed in the same way, it would increase the area of the site and
potentially the desired species composition.
(10/84/59) Coton House Farm (south of)
The site is privately owned and currently managed. Sheep are allowed to graze the
fields, which reduces the coarse grasses, prevents the rushes from completely
dominating the area and allows the more uncommon species to survive.
Grazing is the most effective way to manage the site due to the wetter soil conditions.
However, sheep graze a much tighter grassland sward and are more selective with their
grazing. On a marshy grassland site with an abundance of rush cattle are more suitable,
or even more beneficial would be mixed grazing of cattle and sheep, so a structural
variety of the sward is achieved and the rush is prevented from dominating the area.
Also by clearing any encroaching or scattered trees and scrub, it will give rise to greater
ground flora species diversity.
(29/19/06) Dosthill Quarry Grassland
The site is privately owned but not currently managed. Semi-improved neutral grassland
requires one or two cuts a year. The main cut should be done during August to allow the
plants to flower, fruit and set seed, and invertebrates have largely completed their
lifecycles by this time. After cutting the importance of removal of the cut vegetation
from the site is paramount. Grazing could also be introduced onto the site as an
alternative to cutting, which will have the same desired effect and may be more
appropriate as the site is situated on a steep slope. This prevents the coarse grasses from
taking over and allows the more uncommon species to survive.
The dense scrub situated on the northern border of the site, is encroaching onto the
grassland area, this will dominate the site if an appropriate management regime is not
introduced to relieve this problem. Clearing the encroaching scrub for example, will
give rise to greater ground flora species diversity.
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5.3.2

Potential Restoration on Non-designated Sites

(20/10/07) Dosthill Nature Reserve
(20/11/10) Belvoir Roadside Verge
(20/20/48) Town Wall, Wilnecote
Refer to Appendix VI for the management recommendations of these three sites in their
individual site reports.
The three sites above are also areas for potential restoration and habitat creation works.
The Community Projects Officer at Staffordshire Wildlife Trust is involved with the
Wild About Tamworth Project, and has chosen the three sites above with the view of
managing them appropriately through the project.
Dosthill Nature Reserve comprises of both semi-improved neutral grassland and tall
ruderal habitats. To improve the quality of these areas it is recommended that they are
both cut. The grassland and ruderal vegetation can both be cut in late summer once
flowering has finished and invertebrates have largely completed their lifecycles. Late
August is ideal. It should be noted that not all of the tall ruderal resource should be cut
in one season. To retain species diversity and not affect a large variety of faunal species
it is suggested that the site be cut on a rotational basis. Cut a small area of each
compartment each year over (for example) a five-year period. In this way areas of tall
vegetation will be kept throughout the year and from one year to the next. This is
especially important for hibernating and resting invertebrates and small mammals,
which are dependant on the sheltering properties of the tall ruderal vegetation. All cut
vegetation should be taken from the compartment to reduce the nutrient build-up of the
grassland and aid wild flower recovery.
Belvoir Roadside Verge and Town Wall, Wilnecote are two sites that are in need of
complete habitat creation as they both lack a diversity of ground flora species.
Belvoir Roadside Verge is managed too intensively. It is a poor semi-improved
grassland site, however there are some desirable floral species present such as Autumn
Hawkbit and Selfheal. A grassland management regime needs to be introduced to
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increase the ground flora species diversity. A spring cut is also advisable if tall
vegetation impedes visibility.
Town Wall, Wilnecote is dominated by scrub due to the lack of management on the site.
The scrub needs to be cleared from the area in conjunction with a grassland and tall
ruderal management regime, which is stated above, to introduce greater ground flora
species diversity.
Two further potential restoration and enhancement sites are:
(29/09/91) Dosthill Quarry Marsh
(20/34/58) Alvecote Pools (west of)
Refer to Appendix VII for the management recommendations of these two sites in their
individual site reports.
5.4

Linking habitats within Tamworth Borough

The connectivity of sites and size of habitats is very important for the function of
natural systems, their resilience, and the ability of species to survive and adapt to
stresses, especially climate change. On a landscape scale, various strategies such as
Biodiversity Enhancement Areas, and localised projects such as Wild About Tamworth,
are in progress to achieve better habitat linkages as well as integrated social and
economic benefits.
Article 10 of the Habitats Directive requires Member States (where they consider it
necessary) to attempt to encourage the management of features of the landscape that are
of major importance for wild flora and fauna. These features, because of their linear and
continuous structure or their function as ‘stepping-stones’, are essential for migration,
dispersal and genetic exchange. Examples given in the Directive are rivers with their
banks, traditional field boundary systems such as hedgerows, ponds and small woods.
Suitable planning conditions and obligations may serve to promote such management.
Where sites are privately owned, an environmental stewardship scheme will have to be
implemented. The schemes are designed to protect and enhance wildlife sites and
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therefore the wider countryside with financial incentives for the owners.
Where the sites are owned by Tamworth Borough Council development proposals will
be expected to avoid or minimise any adverse effects by retaining and safeguarding
linear and any other landscape features that are of major importance for wildlife (under
section 106 agreement). Wildlife corridors (refer to section 1.2.4 Buffering Habitats and
Wildlife Corridors) can also be created to benefit the wider countryside in Tamworth
Borough. This can be carried out by creating habitat links from the potential SBI sites,
BAS sites and non-designated sites with restoration potential included within this
report, with other designated sites such as existing SBIs, SSSI’s, Local Nature Reserves
and UK BAP habitats. Wildlife corridors can be highlighted and achieved through
planning obligations.
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6

Conclusion

Five SBIs and three BASs have been highlighted through the survey, with two of the
SBI sites qualifying as UK BAP priority habitats. In addition to this, the information
gained throughout the study can inform site-specific management to maintain the SBIs,
to enhance the BASs and to restore other potential habitats mentioned.
Furthermore, the Tamworth Phase One Survey identifies the biodiversity resource for
the area, enabling relevant objectives and policies to be formulated for Tamworth
Borough.
In conclusion, it is important to stress that by implementing appropriate conservation
management on the suite of sites the Borough Council own, Tamworth Borough
Council will be fulfilling, in part, their duty under Section 40 of the Natural
Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006. The NERC Act places a duty
where ‘Every public body must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is
consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving
biodiversity’.
Also, the introduction of appropriate conservation management to an SBI will
contribute to the National Indicator 197-Improved Local Biodiversity targets for the
Borough.

25
Tamworth Borough Council: Phase One Habitat Survey Report
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust

7

Bibliography

Biodiversity Action Reporting System (BARS), (2008). UK’s Biodiversity Action Plan
reporting system. [Internet] Accessed from http://www.ukbap-reporting.org.uk. Last
Accessed 24/09/08.
Biodiversity Reporting and Information Group (BRIG), (2007). Report on the Species
and Habitat Review. [Internet] Accessed from
http://www.ukbap.org.uk/library/BRIG/SHRW/SpeciesandHabitatReviewReport2007.p
df Last accessed 17/09/2008.
Elliot, D., (2003). Rhododendron – a further method of control. Views, National Trust
(UK), 37.
Environment Agency, (2003). Guidance for the control of Invasive Weeds in or Near
Fresh Water. [Internet] Accessed from http://www.environmentagency.gov.uk/commondata/105385/booklet_895604.pdf. Last accessed 22/09/08.
Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group, (2008). Hedgerow Management. [Internet]
Accessed from http://www.fwag.org.uk. Last Accessed 19/09/2008.
Forestry Research: The Research Agency of the Forestry Commission. Rhododendron
Control. [Internet] Accessed from http://www.forest research.gov.uk/fr/INFD-63JJVS.
Last Accessed 22/09/08.
Hopkins, I.J., (1996). Staffordshire Flowering Plants and Ferns. A revised checklist.
Staffordshire Biological Recording Scheme. Staffordshire.
Joint Nature Conservation Committee, (2003). Handbook for Phase One Habitat Survey
- a technique for environmental audit.

Peterborough: Joint Nature Conservation

Committee.
JNCC, (2001-2007). The UK Biodiversity Action Plan. [Internet] Accessed from
26
Tamworth Borough Council: Phase One Habitat Survey Report
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust

http://www.ukbap.org.uk. Last Accessed 17/09/08.
SBAP, (2001-2008). The Staffordshire Biodiversity Action Plan. [Internet] Accessed
from http://www.sbap.org.uk.html/ Last Accessed 17/09/08.
Webb, J., Lawley, S., Cadman, D., Slawson, C., Smith, J., & Weightman, J., (2007).
Guidelines for the selection of Sites of County Biological Importance in Staffordshire.
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust, Stafford.

27
Tamworth Borough Council: Phase One Habitat Survey Report
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust

