GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE BACKGROUND PAPER
1. Introduction
Attractive, safe and accessible green spaces form an essential part of our
local neighbourhoods. They are important for social wellbeing by providing
places to socialise and exercise, they help to define local identity and promote
economic development and regeneration. In an urban town like Tamworth, it
is important that residents are able to experience the natural environment
close to their homes, without having to travel far. This is particularly important
in the disadvantaged neighbourhoods where an attractive network of open
spaces performs the dual function of a sustainable transport network.
Green spaces clearly have a role in supporting biodiversity and with climate
change high on the agenda, they contribute towards protecting communities
against flash flooding by intercepting rainfall and slowing the rate of run-off.
This background paper reviews the evidence collected on the range of green
spaces in the Borough in order to inform the local development framework
(LDF). It will provide the context for the Borough Council’s approach to green
infrastructure and policies to be included in the LDF. The paper sets out an
assessment of the existing green space resource, followed by implications for
strategy and policy.
The approach will be focused on the following objectives:
•
•
•
•

To provide a joined up network of green space for people and wildlife
To give appropriate protection to the most important spaces
To ensure that the approach in Tamworth is compatible with neighbouring
authorities
To identify key deficiencies in the green space network and to identify
opportunities for enhancements

The Council’s focus will be to ensure that the Borough’s green spaces meet
the needs of our local communities. The long term aim is to produce a green
space strategy to deliver a shared vision that acknowledges the value of
green space and develops it in the best way to meet those local needs. It will
provide a strategic framework for design, provision and enhancement to
prioritise resource allocation.
The importance of maintaining an attractive environment is recognised as a
corporate priority: “Working with local people and others we shall develop and
maintain an environment that reflects the needs of the future whilst conserving
the uniqueness of our past.”
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2. Policy context - what is green infrastructure?
The traditional understanding of open space is defined in Planning Policy
Guidance note 17 Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation (2002) as
“all open spaces of public value, which is not just land but areas of water such
as rivers, canals, lakes and reservoirs which offer important opportunities for
sport and recreation and can also act as a visual amenity.” This places the
emphasis on open space that are of public value rather than just those to
which the public have access.
More recent planning policy on green space and infrastructure is embodied in
national planning policy in Planning Policy Statement PS1 Delivering
Sustainable Development (2005), the supplement to PPS1 Planning and
Climate Change (2007), PPS9 Biodiversity and Geological Conservation
(2005) and PPS25 Planning and Flood Risk (2005). Current understanding of
green infrastructure has broadened the traditional definition to encompass not
only public open space but the wider landscape, including land that is not in
the public domain or publicly accessible. Various definitions of green
infrastructure point to the common themes of:
•
•
•

A planned network of strategically connected green spaces and other
environmental features
Natural and managed green areas in both urban and rural settings
Multifunctional spaces that provide multiple benefits to local communities

Planning policy aims to encourage the provision of good quality open space
as part of a wider green infrastructure network and to optimise its many
benefits for health, quality of life, sense of place, biodiversity and the
contribution towards mitigating and reducing the impacts of climate change.
The draft consultation PPS on Planning for a Natural and Healthy
Environment was published in early 2010 and combined elements of PPS7,
PPS9, PPG17 and PPG20. This confirmed that green space should be dealt
with on a broader scale than individual areas of green space. LDF’s should
focus on a strategic approach for creating, protecting and managing networks
of green infrastructure to meet the needs of local communities. An important
aspect is to ensure that spaces are linked to preserve the integrity of the
network and that urban spaces are linked to the wider rural area.
The Borough Council is in the early stages of informal joint working with
neighbouring southern Staffordshire authorities to share information, ensure
that there is a common approach to green infrastructure policy and that green
infrastructure networks link up.
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3. Tamworth Borough’s Green Space Resources
Quick facts about Tamworth
Tamworth Borough is located in south east Staffordshire. It is compact,
densely populated and at 3,084 hectares in size it is the smallest of the
Staffordshire authorities. Most of the area is urban (66.5%) and although it is
surrounded by countryside only a small proportion lies within the borough
boundary.
The population of the Borough has tripled since the post war years in its role
as an expanded town and currently stands at 75,800 (2009 mid year
estimates). Much of the town is typified by 1960s and 1970s estates,
however, the planned layout of the town has left a unique legacy in the form of
a network of urban green space which runs east-west and north-south through
the centre of the Borough. These main corridors follow the lines of the Rivers
Tame and Anker and the Kettlebrook, with more local green links extending
into the housing neighbourhoods and employment areas.
Pockets of deprivation exist and there are issues of crime, anti-social
behaviour and poor health. Key statistics include:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

9 lower level super output areas (LSOA) fall within the most deprived
national quartile, which equates to 17% of the Borough’s population. The
LSOAs are located in Glascote, Castle, Belgrave, Amington and
Stonydelph wards. 1
7 LSOAs fall within the most deprived fifth of areas in England (17% of the
child population) 2
Both men and women spend significantly more of their life in ill or poor
health than the national average 3
Between 17% and 29% of adults are classed as obese 4
10% of reception age children are obese, this rises to 16% for year 65
Proportion of children who participate in more than 3 hours of high quality
PE and school sport is lower than the national average 6
10% of men and 9% of women participate in 30 minutes of modest activity
5 days a week, 43% of men and 60% of women were inactive 7

Against this background, it is important to encourage residents to pursue more
healthy and active lifestyles, which will include participating in formal or
informal exercise. An accessible high quality network of green space which is
located close to housing areas will make it easier for residents to participate in
some form of exercise.

1

Source: Index of Multiple Deprivation 2007
Source: Local Index of Child Wellbeing 2009
3
Source: Health Inequalities Intervention Tool for All Areas 2008
4
Source: Health Profiles 2010, Adult Lifestyle Survey 2008, Mosaic Public Sector 2009, Mid-year
estimates 2009
5
Source: National child measurement programme 2006/2007, 2009/2010
6
Source: Health Profiles 2010, Mid-year estimates 2009
7
Source: Active People Survey 2008-2009
2
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Overview of Evidence
In order to understand which sites are most valuable to the community and to
plan appropriately for green space in the LDF it is necessary to assess the
nature, location and quality of the Borough’s green space. The spaces vary
greatly in size and type and include small pockets of amenity grassland within
housing areas, cemeteries, roadside verges, designated biodiversity sites,
semi-natural green space, allotments, sports pitches and urban parks. It is
important that the spaces are linked in order to form a functional and
sustainable network.
The Council has undertaken a number of specific evidence base studies to
support the LDF under the themes of open space, sport and recreation and
biodiversity and geodiversity:
Open space
• Open space audit and assessment (original study undertaken 2005 and
updated in 2010)
• Open Space Position Statement (2007)
• Allotment survey (2007)
Sport and recreation
• Joint indoor and outdoor sports strategy (2009)
Biodiversity and geodiversity
• Phase One Habitat Survey (2008)
• Biodiversity opportunity mapping (2010)
In addition, consideration must be taken of the Cannock Chase SAC, Mease
SAC and the potential impacts of the policies and proposals in the LDF on the
SAC.
The main findings and recommendations from each study are summarised
below:
Open Space
The map in Appendix 1 shows the distribution of urban green space, Green
Belt and rural green space and shows that the network of green spaces is
already relatively well connected.
The original audit and assessment was carried out in 2004/05 in response to
the requirement in PPG17 ‘Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation’
that in order to be able to plan effectively for open space, local authorities
need to robustly assess the existing and future needs of their communities for
open space, sports and recreation facilities and to thoroughly audit existing
facilities in terms of quantity, quality and accessibility.
The study audited all open spaces over 0.25 hectares, which were divided into
the nationally recognised types of park/garden, natural and semi-natural,
outdoor sport and recreation, cemetery, amenity greenspace, allotment, green
corridor and facilities for children and young people. The overall aim of the
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study was to enable the Council to identify specific needs, surpluses and
deficiencies and to formulate its own local provision standards. The main
findings were:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tamworth’s open spaces are valued, predominantly good quality and
accessible
Examples of good practice include the Castle Grounds and Wild About
Tamworth project
Quality issues identified at many open spaces
Measures are needed to tackle vandalism, graffiti and anti-social
behaviour
Need for a vision and an over-arching open space strategy
Need for site management and action plans
Need for a playing pitch strategy to address pressures on playing fields
Need for a specific sports facility strategy
Lack of a local park on the eastern side of the Borough
Improved access needed to natural/semi-natural greenspace around the
River Tame
Shortage of amenity greenspace in the south west
Shortage of provision for children and young people in the north west and
south
Shortage of allotments in the west
Develop network of green corridors to link major open spaces
Incorporate local quantitative and accessibility standards and quality vision
into planning policy documents

The recommendations of the audit and assessment were used to produce a
position statement that looked at provision at a more local level comprising
23 smaller neighbourhoods to enable a better understanding of the local
supply of open space. The main finding was that although most
neighbourhoods contain more than one type of open space, there was an
overall deficiency across the Borough and limited opportunities to create
new open space because of the compact nature of the town. Existing open
space should therefore be protected from non-open space/recreational use
as far as possible and consideration given to using it more effectively.
The Position Statement lead to the production of a programme of potential
physical improvements to Council owned open spaces, a number of which
have been implemented, including the provision of new play facilities at
Dosthill Park, Wigginton Park and Amington Recreation Ground. Play areas
have been refurbished elsewhere in the Borough, jointly funded through the
Big Lottery, Section 106 and Play Builder, however, a lack of capital funding
has prevented this programme being fully progressed. The Wild About
Tamworth project, which will be covered further in the Biodiversity section, has
secured community involvement in the appropriate management of a number
of sites in the Borough.
In 2007 the Council produced a supplementary planning document on open
space provision in new development, which was based on the recommended
standards from the audit and assessment and applied to the Local Plan
standard of 2.43 hectares/1000 population (the equivalent of the NPFA’s six
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acre standard), which is a national standard and not locally derived. The SPD
is used by the Development Management team to assess the level of
contributions for housing schemes. It is anticipated that the SPD will be
updated following adoption of the Core Strategy and will include updated
standards and information on commuted sums.
A separate allotment survey was undertaken in 2007 in order to understand
the supply and demand for allotments and quality of existing provision. Most
of the sites are owned by the Council and operated by the Tamworth
Allotment Association, there was only one privately owned site identified.
Occupancy on the Council owned sites is 100% and most have a waiting list.
The majority of plots were found to be in good condition and well maintained,
however, the privately owned site has been wound down and by 2010 was no
longer used. The Council contacted the Allotment Association in February
2011 for an update on demand. It confirmed that demand for allotments is still
high with most waiting lists numbering 40+. The Association indicated that
more land could be set aside for allotments.
The Council reviewed the 2005 audit and assessment in 2010 to ensure that
LDF documents and policies are based on up to date evidence. The
emphasis has shifted away from protecting all open space towards placing
greater importance on retaining and improving spaces that the community
values, which will assist in identifying priorities.
For the purposes of the review, the Council only considered green spaces that
are publicly accessible, which are predominantly but not exclusively those in
public ownership and control. Incidental green spaces such as roundabouts
and verges have been removed because they do not have any particular
benefit for recreation although it is acknowledged that substantial verges can
be viewed as green corridors when the wider network is considered. New
sites have been added where they have come forward through development
and all sites have been reassessed in terms of quality, accessibility and wider
benefits. The six analysis areas were amended for the review to align with
more recent work in the joint sports strategy. Appendix 2 shows open space
by type and the analysis areas.
The main findings were:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

There are 80 amenity open spaces (102.9 ha), 21 semi-natural green
spaces (287.5 ha), 5 cemeteries (10.8 ha), 7 civic spaces (2.9 ha) and 3
parks (41.6 ha)
Large differences in distribution of open space around Borough and
amount per 1000 population between analysis areas
All areas contain a minimum of three types of open space, none contain all
types
No overall deficiency in open space, all residential areas are within 400
metres of a publicly accessible open space
Deficiency in high quality open space in the north and east of the Borough
Deficiency in semi-natural green space in the north and east
Deficiency in urban parks in the east
All areas apart from east are deficient in play space
Just under half of all sites qualify as good or very good quality
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Only two sites are of very poor quality
All areas contain at least one high quality/high value site
27 high value/low quality sites identified, which should be priority for
enhancement
Green space strategy needed to set vision, aims and objectives for green
space and an action plan
Take forward implementation of standards and management in the green
space strategy and SPD
Civic spaces are of variable quality, town centre spaces, Kerria and
Caledonian are high quality/high value, Exley and Ellerbeck are both low
quality/high value

Sport and Recreation
The Council produced the joint sports strategy in response to the
recommendation in the audit and assessment that an in-depth study was
needed of all sport and recreation facilities. Sport England also advised that a
strategy was needed and supported the project through its Facilities
Improvement Scheme 8.
The purpose of the joint strategy was to provide a strategic framework, audit,
quality assessment and needs analysis of indoor and outdoor sport and
recreation facilities. It provided a detailed analysis of all existing provision and
its ability to meet current and future needs. It also identified shortfalls and
recommended standards for the different facility types.
The outdoor element included sports pitches, multi use play areas and skate
parks. In terms of sports facilities on green space, the main recommendations
are to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Retain and improve existing school facilities and encourage them to be
made more available for the community through formal agreements,
particularly in areas of deficiency
Instigate programmes of regular repairs and maintenance to maintain
quality
Increase capacity of existing synthetic turf and grass pitches by subdividing
Improve pitch drainage and parking/changing facilities where possible at
higher level pitches
Consider provision of new Council pitches in south west
Provide small scale skateboarding facilities on open spaces
Protect sites from development
Refurbish oldest multi-use play areas

Sport England has commended the study as an example of good practice of
joint working across service areas and the translation of the findings into draft
planning policy. The study is being reviewed in 2011.

8

Sport England scheme which encourages local authorities to meet local sports needs by
planning strategically
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Biodiversity and Geodiversity
There are no completely natural habitats left in Staffordshire as it has all been
influenced to some extent by human activity, however, semi-natural habitats,
which have been least affected by human activity do exist and because of
their rarity and importance, they constitute the United Kingdom Biodiversity
Action Plan (UK BAP) habitats 9. Staffordshire has its own BAP (SBAP) 10,
which identifies relevant national targets, translates them to a local level and
sets local priorities. The main aim of the Staffordshire Biodiversity Action Plan
(SBAP) is to protect and enhance what remains as well as recreating lost
habitats.
Despite most of the areas outside the urban area being intensively farmed,
there are areas of biological and geological interest within the Borough. In
terms of measuring the biodiversity resource of Tamworth, the Borough
benefits from 100% Phase One habitat survey coverage, which was
completed in 2008. The aims of the survey were to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Complete the inventory of habitats within the Borough started in the earlier
Tame Valley Habitat Survey
identify the existence of UK BAP (Biodiversity Action Plan) habitats
identify additional sites of SBI and BAS quality for designation
investigate the biodiversity potential of brownfield sites
identify buffering habitats and wildlife corridors
identify management and restoration opportunities

The main habitat categories found in Tamworth are woodland and scrub,
grassland and marsh, tall herb and fern, wetland and rock exposures and
waste. The survey has revealed that the largest and dominant habitat type is
cultivated arable land (327 hectares), which is found in the north east of the
Borough in the Anker Valley. The second largest habitat type was amenity
grassland within the urban area (243 hectares), which accounts for many of
the town’s parks and amenity open spaces. Semi-improved grassland (207
hectares) is found throughout the Borough, much of which corresponds with
sites of biodiversity value such as Broad Meadow, Egg Meadow, Tameside,
Hodge Lane and Warwickshire Moor. There are small areas of semi-natural
broadleaved woodland, which are also found throughout the Borough, with a
concentration along the line of the Kettlebrook. Some of the sites contain the
following UK BAP habitats:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wet Woodland
Lowland Meadow
Open Mosaic Habitats on Previously Developed Land
Coastal and Floodplain Grazing Marsh
Ponds
Rivers

9

UK BAP is the UK government’s response to Convention on Biological Diversity. BAP
habitats are rare natural or semi natural habitats at risk of decline.
10
SBAP is in its second edition (2001), the third edition is currently being worked on

8

The most biologically rich parts of the Borough are linked to the Rivers Anker
and Tame and are recognised through designation as one Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI), 16 Sites of Biological Importance (SBI), one
Regionally Important Geological/Geomorphological Site (RIGS) and six
Biodiversity Alert Sites (BAS). The Alvecote Pools SSSI is of national
importance and benefits from statutory protection. All other designated sites
in Tamworth are of local importance with SBI’s and BAS’s designated at
county level and the LNR’s designated by the Borough Council. None of the
local designations have any legal protection and it is therefore the local
authority’s responsibility to demonstrate how these sites are valued locally
and to give them appropriate protection through the LDF.
Sites that were identified as potential SBIs and BASs in the survey were
designated in 2009 by the Staffordshire Wildlife Sites Partnership. At a local
level, five local nature reserves (LNR) have been designated with more under
consideration. Appendix 3 shows all the designated sites.
The survey makes management recommendations for the different habitat
types to maintain the biodiversity value of sites or to enhance them through
restoration.
This knowledge can be combined with the biodiversity opportunity mapping
exercise that the Council undertook with the County Council, Staffordshire
Wildlife Trust and Staffordshire BAP. Using habitat and species data and local
knowledge, this has subdivided the Borough into six broad habitat areas,
which provide the opportunity for localised habitat work to create more robust
and functional ecological units. The habitat areas are described below and
shown in Appendix 4:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Urban habitat patchwork – priority is to conserve open mosaic habitats on
brownfield land and to introduce nature areas into amenity open spaces
Arable buffer/habitat network and field margin enhancement area –
introduce diversity around arable field edges, ditches, ponds
Kettle Brook – create links from the LNR to other wildlife sites
Anker Valley – encourage habitats that complement the SSSI
Tame Valley – restore the wet grassland and continue river
restoration/reprofiling, maintain links between the Tame and Bourne Brook
Transport corridor habitats – less intensive management alongside roads,
introduction of diversity and preservation of hedgerows and marginal
vegetation alongside canals

Further consideration needs to be given to how this can be implemented
through the LDF.
Existing environmental initiatives
The Wild About Tamworth initiative is a joint project between the Borough
Council and Staffordshire Wildlife Trust. It represents an excellent and well
established example of working with the community to improve open spaces
for people and wildlife though appropriate management. The emphasis is not
necessarily on the most valuable sites which contain important habitats but on
those that are most accessible to local communities and offer greatest
opportunities for involvement and education. The local community is already
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engaged in managing a number of sites including Hodge Lane, Warwickshire
Moor, Tameside, Dosthill Park and Town Wall. Future projects include Broad
Meadow and Wigginton Park.
Locality Working is focused in the disadvantaged neighbourhoods of
Amington, Glascote, Belgrave and Stonydelph and aims to bring together a
number of public service and voluntary organisations to provide advice where
it is needed. The community development workers are working up a
programme of small scale environmental improvements with the local
community in conjunction with Wild about Tamworth.
Linking open spaces
The connectivity of biodiversity sites and habitats is important for the function
of natural systems as it enables species (both flora and fauna) to disperse and
migrate, an aspect that is particularly important in assisting in the adaptation
to climate change. At a local level, the map in Appendix 1 demonstrates that
many of Tamworth’s green spaces are already well connected. Linear
features such as hedgerows, road verges, railway lines, canals and rivers,
which have not been included in the open space audit, also have a value for
conservation both as a habitat in their own right and as potential wildlife
corridors. Even where green spaces are not obviously linked, suburban
gardens have a role to play in providing stepping stones for wildlife to migrate
and move along.
The overspill neighbourhoods were planned with networks of open space,
many of which contain footpaths and cycleways, such as those in Amington
Heath and Stonydelph. They link housing areas, employment and community
uses together, thereby forming a safe and convenient sustainable transport
network, which should be promoted in the LDF.
Biodiversity does not stop at the Borough boundary, which places importance
on liaison with adjoining districts in order to maintain connectivity between
sites. This will be particularly important when authorities are considering their
overall strategy and specific allocations. Joint working with the other southern
Staffordshire districts will involve mapping the green space network and
wildlife corridors in each district and considering the inclusion of compatible
policies in LDF’s, which will enable a more strategic cohesive approach to the
wider green infrastructure network.
Consideration of Special Areas for Conservation
Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) represents the
largest area of surviving heathland habitat in the Midlands. It is much smaller
than it was originally, but the habitat and dependent species are of very high
biodiversity importance. It was notified as a SSSI in 1987 and in 2005, most
of it was designated as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) under the
provisions of the European Habitats Directive in 2005.
Assessment
Spatial plans must be compliant with the Conservation of Habitats and
Species Regulations 2010. This involves assessing through a Habitats
Regulations Assessment (HRA) the impact of their policies on the SAC to
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enable a judgement to be made on whether there will be an adverse effect on
a site’s integrity. Lichfield District Council is in the process of undertaking a
joint HRA on behalf of Lichfield and Tamworth which will assess whether the
Core Strategies would increase recreational pressure and the potential for
direct habitat loss and impact on protected species and air quality through
increased traffic and visitor pressures.
The draft HRA states that the site is vulnerable to changes in water quality
and quantity, damage to its character, species and habitat from visitors and air
pollution from increased traffic both visiting and driving. It draws on the
Evidence Base produced by Footpath Ecology in 2010 11 which concludes that
water abstraction for development will not impact on the SAC any differently
than at present. When considering whether Tamworth’s LDF will need to
react to the SAC it is necessary to make a judgement on whether residents of
the Borough are likely to visit the SAC. The 2000 Cannock Chase Visitor
Survey concluded that around 69% of visits to the AONB originated within a
10 mile radius and 87% of visits originated from within a 15 mile radius. An
initial zone of influence of 12 miles from the perimeter of the SAC has been
defined by the Evidence Base, within which developments will have the most
direct impact through habitat loss, impact on protected species, air quality and
recreational pressure.
The north western corner of Tamworth Borough lies within the 12 mile zone of
influence, although it is in the floodplain and unlikely to be subject to
significant development. Outside the 12 mile zone it is recommended that
large scale developments of more than 100 dwellings should be assessed on
an individual basis with a visitor impact assessment submitted as part of any
application and Natural England consulted. The Anker Valley clearly falls into
this category and a small number of sites have been identified in the SHLAA
that might accommodate around 100 dwellings.
The Cannock Chase SAC Partnership is commissioning an update of the
2000 visitor survey, which will assess whether the 12 mile zone is still
appropriate and to look at potential mitigation measures. These might take
the form of developer contributions to a visitor mitigation fund or the provision
of alternative natural green space (SANGS). As this work is still on-going the
Council will continue to liaise with the Partnership and Natural England to
ensure that the Tamworth LDF is able mitigate the impact of development on
the SAC where appropriate.
The River Mease SAC lies within Lichfield District and within 1km of the
Tamworth Borough boundary. The draft HRA concludes that none of the
proposed policies would have a direct impact on the SAC and that the housing
proposals for Tamworth and Lichfield will not have a significant impact,
although there is a potential impact from adjoining districts with regard to
water pollution and extraction.

11

Footprint Ecology “Evidence base relating to Cannock Chase SAC and the appropriate
assessment of local authority core strategies”, April 2010
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4. Key implications
What do we want to achieve?
The overall aim is to create and maintain an accessible, joined up network of
high quality green spaces for people and wildlife, whose management will be
supported by a joint vision and action plan.
How do we achieve this?
Local Development Framework
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hierarchy of spaces given appropriate protection depending on quality and
value
Key projects identified in infrastructure delivery plan and funded through
CIL or other tariff e.g. re-designation of land in the east for urban park,
leisure centre, new open space network associated with Anker Valley,
strategic habitat restoration/creation and green link schemes
Incorporate opportunities for biodiversity creation and enhancement
Ensure that new development does not place undue pressure on open
space by requiring on-site provision or contributions to off-site
enhancement depending on circumstances.
Ensure links are maintained to the green space network outside the
borough
Ensure adequate protection of Cannock Chase SAC by taking advice from
the partnership and Natural England on mitigation
Anker Valley sustainable urban neighbourhood could include creation of
habitats that complement the biodiversity opportunity zone/BAS/SSSI
Identify site for leisure centre
Designate an urban park for eastern part of Borough by using existing
open spaces in Glascote and Stonydelph
Address the issue of deficiency in play space through standards
Consider the issue of allotment demand which may involve allocating land
for additional provision
Consider allocating land for additional allotments
Set realistic standards for quality, quality and accessibility
Green spaces to form part of sustainable transport network
SPD and neighbourhood plans to pick up more detailed and site specific
issues

Green Space Strategy
•
•
•
•
•

Set out a vision, aims and objectives for green spaces
Strategy for dealing with Council owned open spaces in terms of retention,
consideration for other uses or disposal
Work with landowners and partners to open up green space to the public,
to make up deficiencies
Improve access to good quality open spaces in analysis areas where this
is lacking
Identify priority enhancement schemes and programme/action plan
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•
•

Identify how deficiencies in semi-natural green space can be addressed by
changes in management
Appropriate management of sites of biodiversity importance or potential
using biodiversity opportunity mapping as a guide

Potential Conflicts and difficulties
The Council is in the process of reviewing the Strategic Housing Land
Availability Assessment and has identified 359 sites with potential for housing
development, of which 80 % are brownfield. Each site will clearly have
different characteristics and constraints, which include national, statutory and
local designations. Although the aim is to encourage the development of
brownfield sites to a minimum of 60%, these sites are richer in biodiversity
than greenfield, which could create conflicts when deciding which sites should
be considered.
There are already conflicting needs on some open spaces, for example parks,
sport and biodiversity.
Completing green space networks may involve private land, in which case, the
Council needs the co-operation of private landowners. This may be difficult to
achieve when there is no development involved. There may also be a cost
involved
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Site

Designation

Size (ha) UK BAP Designated
Habitat as result of
present 2008 Habitat
Survey

Alvecote Pools

SSSI

9

Amington Hall Fishponds
Beauchamp Industrial Park
Bole Bridge (including Egg
Meadow)
Broad Meadow
Brindley Drive
Coton House Farm
The Decoy
Dosthill Church Quarry
Dosthill Park
Dosthill Quarries
Dosthill Quarry Grassland
Fazeley
Hockley, south of Hedging
Lane
Hockley Clay Pit (west of)
Hodge Lane Nature Reserve

SBI
SBI
SBI

129.26
(44.27 in
Tamworth
Borough)
1.6
3.2
3.5
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9
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9
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only)

9

9
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9
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Key to abbreviations
BAS – Biological Alert Site
LNR – Local Nature Reserve
RIGS – Regionally Important Geological/Geomorphological Site
SBI – Site of Biological Importance
SSSI – Site of Special Scientific Interest
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Appendix 4 - Biodiversity Opportunity Mapping
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