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1. Introduction 
1.1. Outline 

This report was commissioned by Tamworth Borough Council to inform masterplan development 
and outline planning constraints related to the proposed residential development of the Tamworth 
Municipal Golf Course (“the Site”).  

1.2. Structure of Report 
This report describes the proposed development, the historic environment policy context within 
which development will take place, and the methodology used to assess the impact that the 
development may have on heritage assets (Section 1). A summary of the designated and 
undesignated heritage assets within a 1-kilometre Study Area of the Site is given in Section 2, and 
presented in tabular form in Appendix B. The potential impact from the proposed development on 
heritage assets is assessed on Section 3. Section 4 provides a summary of the assessment’s 
conclusions, and a statement on the need for further assessment or mitigation. 

1.3. Location 
The Site is located on the existing Tamworth Golf Course, east of Tamworth, Staffordshire, and 
consists of c. 62 hectares of land, including the former Amington Colliery (1870-1965). The Site is 
centred on National Grid Reference SK 24230 03658. Appendix A includes an outline of the Site in 
relation to known heritage assets. 

1.4. Proposed Development 
The nature and details of the proposed development have not yet been determined. However, it is 
anticipated to include primarily residential development, along with some commercial and civic 
facilities to support the residential developments.  

1.5. Scope 
The aim of this assessment is to: 

• Identify designated assets (e.g. Listed Buildings, Scheduled Monuments, World Heritage 
Sites; Conservation Areas etc) and other known non-designated heritage assets (e.g. 
historic buildings and archaeological sites) present on the Site and within a 1km Study 
Area; 

• determine the potential for as-yet unknown archaeological remains on the Site; 

• comment on the likely impact of the proposed development upon existing and potential 
heritage assets; and 

• make recommendations for further assessment and investigation if necessary, and 
subsequent mitigation of significant adverse effects on heritage resources. 

1.6. Methodology 
This desk-based assessment has considered a 1km radius Study Area centred on the approximate 
centre of the Site. All known heritage assets identified within this 1km radius have been considered 
in terms of their extent and significance. This document has been prepared in accordance with 
Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Desk-based Assessment, published by the Institute for 
Archaeologists (IfA 2011). 

Data was sought from the following sources: 

• The National Heritage List for England (NHL) for information on World Heritage Sites, 
Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings, Registered Parks and Gardens, and Registered 
Battlefields; 
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• The Warwickshire Historic Environment Record (HER) for non-designated heritage assets 
in Warwickshire, as well as historic landscape character (HLC) data; 

• The Staffordshire HER for non-designated assets in Staffordshire, as well as HLC data; 

• Tamworth Borough Council for Conservation Areas; and 

• Envirocheck for historic and Ordnance Survey maps;  

1.7. Guidance and Policy Context 
Section 12 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out the government’s objectives 
for the management of the historic environment and establishes guidance for the consideration of 
the historic environment in the preparation of development plans and the development control 
process. 

National legislation relevant to this assessment includes the following: 

• Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 (AMAA) 
• Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 

 

The saved policies of the Tamworth Local Plan, 2001-2011 are still in effect while the new Local 
Development Framework is developed and approved. With regards to the historic environment, the 
saved policies specify “[t]he Borough Council will continue its commitment to the preservation and 
enhancement of the historic environment and promote its positive conservation as the core theme 
to future development and regeneration” (Tamworth Borough Council, 2009). 
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2. Baseline Conditions 
The section below provides an overview of the baseline conditions of the Site and Study Area, 
including the site conditions, geology, historic landscape character and a brief overview of the 
historic and archaeological background. Designated assets are referred to by their National 
Heritage List (NHL) number. Non-designated assets and other HER records are referenced by the 
number assigned by the relevant local authority: MST for Staffordshire HER records and MWA for 
Warwickshire HER records. These reference numbers are also used in the heritage map in 
Appendix A and the gazetteer of heritage assets in Appendix B. 

2.1. Site Conditions 
The Site is located on the terraces of the River Anker, on the eastern edge of the market town of 
Tamworth. The northern limit of the Site is defined by the Coventry Canal. The western boundary of 
the Site is formed by existing development and the eastern boundary by the Staffordshire/ 
Warwickshire county border.  The underlying bedrock of the Study area is primarily Halesowen 
Formation mudstone, siltstone and sandstone, formed from riverine deposits during the 
Carboniferous Period (309-307 million years ago). Soils are predominantly clayey to sandy loam, 
with some silt.  

A visit to the Site was undertaken on 24 April 2014 to assess the potential for archaeological 
remains. The majority of the Site has been substantially altered through the landscaping for the golf 
course. However, the route of the Amington and Glascote Colliery railway (MST18157) is still 
discernible on the edges of the golf course. The alignment is particularly noticeable on the northern 
edge of the Site, where the railway originally crossed the canal; the abutments of the original canal 
bridge remain at the location, just outside of the Site. A local resident, gleaning golf balls on the 
course, told the Atkins Heritage team that he worked for the colliery until it closed and confirmed 
the location of the railway, as well as telling of the club house being built directly over the mine 
shafts and the spoil heap having been incorporated into the golf course landscaping. The historical 
use of the Site as a colliery and railway is still legible in the landscape. No evidence of earlier 
historical land-use could be ascertained through the golf course landscaping, though subsurface 
remains may still exist. 

2.2. Designated Assets 
There are no designated heritage assets within the proposed Site.  

There are 12 designated heritage assets within the 1km Study Area: one Scheduled Monument, 
nine listed buildings and two Conservation Areas: 

• NHL1020623: Alvecote Priory and Dovecote Scheduled Monument, c 800m east of the 
Site; 

• NHL1262207: The remains of Alvecote Priory (Grade II, part of the Scheduled Monument), 
c. 800m east of the Site; 

• NHL1252601: The remains of a dovecote east of Alvecote Priory (Grade II, part of the 
Scheduled Monument), c. 800m east of the Site.; 

• NHL1297341: Yew Tree House, Amington Green (Grade II), c. 450m west of the Site; 

• NHL1197035: Amington House (Grade II), c. 450m west of the Site;  

• NHL1297310: Askew Bridge, Coventry Canal (Grade II), c. 640m west of the SIte; 

• NHL1208033: Bridge No. 67, Coventry Canal (Grade II), c. 980m west of the Site; 

• NHL1197048: Tamworth Road Bridge, No. 65 (Grade II), 390m west of the Site; 

• NHL1208826: Former school (Grade II), c. 750m west of the Site;  

• NHL1197036: Church of St Editha, Amington (Grade II), c. 440m west of the Site; 

• DST5734: Amington Hall Conservation Area, c. 950m north of the Site; and 

• DST5651: Amington Green Conservation Area, c. 370m west of the Site. 
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There are no World Heritage Sites, Registered Battlefields or Registered Parks and Gardens of 
Historic Interest within the Study Area. Maps showing the location of these assets are included in 
Appendix A; a gazetteer of the information in tabular format is provided in Appendix B. 

2.3. Non–designated Assets 
Tamworth Borough Council maintains a list of locally significant buildings. While there are no such 
buildings located on the Site, four are within the 1km Study Area: 

• DST2173: 1-3 The Green, Amington, c.450m west of the Site ; 

• DST2190: 10 The Green, Amington, c. 450m west of the Site; 

• DST2191: 12 The Green, Amington, c. 450m west of the Site; and 

• DST2097: 3-9 Dog Lane, Amington, c. 380m west of the Site. 

Maps showing the location of these assets are included in Appendix A; a gazetteer of the 
information in tabular format is provided in Appendix B. 

A total of 37 other HER records have been identified within the Study Area. Six of these are located 
within the Site boundaries: 

• MST2214: The Coventry Canal; 

• MST21439: Site of Lodge Farm; 

• MST18165: Site of brick and tile works, Amington; 

• MST18156: Site of Amington Colliery; 

• MST18155: Site of brickworks, Tamworth; and  

• MST18157: The course of the Amington and Glascote Colliery railway. 

Most of the remaining 31 heritage assets within the Study Area date to the post-medieval period, 
with a strong focus on the industrial heritage of the area.  There is a particularly strong emphasis 
on industrial heritage in the records identified on the Staffordshire side of the Study Area. Medieval 
assets are more concentrated on the Warwickshire part of the Study Area, due primarily to the 
location of the Alvecote Priory Scheduled Monument. The non-designated heritage assets in the 
study area include: 

• Four sets of undated cropmarks (MST3148, MST3149, MWA4821, and MWA6238); 

• The possible site of a hermitage of unknown date (MST13159); 

• A deserted medieval settlement at Ermendone (MST1175);  

• The site of a house of medieval Augustinian friars (MWA175); 

• The Alvecote Mill at Shuttington (MWA172); 

• Four structures related to the Coventry Canal (MST2214/MWA4373, MST2978, MST2977, 
and MWA4393); 

• Three post-medieval road bridges (MST1174, MWA170, and MWA174);  

• Two post-medieval brick/clay works (MWA6538 and MST18155/18165); 

• Four mines and collieries (MWA2813, MWA6535, MST18154 and MST18156); 

• Two post-medieval quarries (MWA6536 and MWA6537); 

• The post-medieval railway (MWA7842) and a related signal box (MWA6534); 

• Three post-medieval residential buildings (MWA179, MWA2817, MWA2814); 

• A Primitive Methodist Chapel (MWA2816); and 

• A post-medieval water meadow (MST18807). 

Maps showing the location of these features are included in Appendix A; a gazetteer of the 
information in tabular format is provided in Appendix B. 
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2.4. Historic Landscape Character 
Both Staffordshire and Warwickshire have produced Historic Landscape Characterisations (HLC) 
of their respective counties. Tamworth also has an Extensive Urban Survey (EUS), a type of 
characterisation survey for urban areas.  

Within Staffordshire, most of the Study Area is characterised as being Settlement, though only 
three small areas, centred near St Editha’s church, pre-date 1880. The vast majority of the urban 
character of the Study Area is of post-War housing. Prior to the development of these suburbs, the 
landscape was a combination of rural and industrial. Piecemeal and other irregular enclosures 
defined the agricultural landscape, with collieries and other industrial works scattered throughout. 
Despite the dominance of fieldscapes, the railroad connecting the industrial activities of the area 
would have been a defining feature of the pre-suburban landscape.  

The Warwickshire side of the Study Area illustrates a post-war farming landscape. Much of the 
fieldscape is characterised by very large irregular fields, the results of post-war amalgamation of 
smaller irregular fields. A notable exception to the post-war fieldscape is the broad-leaved Ancient 
Woodland at Alvecote Wood, the border of which lays on a parish boundary. This suggests the 
woodland is of some antiquity, and may be related to the priory established at Alvecote during the 
middle ages. Beyond the site, towards the south of the study area, piecemeal enclosure has been 
identified, formed of large irregular fields with reverse s-shaped and dog-leg boundaries. Evidence 
of ridge and furrow indicates former medieval open fields. 

Overall, little legibility remains of the historic landscape in the Study Area. The Site and most of the 
Study Area have been significantly altered by residential and leisure development during the mid- 
to late- 20th century.  

2.5. Map Regression 
A map regression was completed using historic Ordnance Survey (OS) maps provided by 
EnviroCheck (WYG 2013). The first OS maps produced for the Study Area are the 1:2,500 maps of 
Warwickshire, published between 1883-1884. The maps illustrate the situation described in Section 
2.4, with irregular fields interspersed with industrial usage. The Amington Colliery is clearly marked 
on the earliest OS maps (see Figure 1). Some suburban development is seen around Amington on 
the 1:10,560 map published in 1938, but the massive expansion of residential estates in the Study 
Area is not seen on the OS maps until the 1976-77 publications, when the golf course is first 
mapped, and the current level of development in place by 1989. 
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Figure 1. Extract from the 1884-1885 OS Map 

 

Within the Site, the primary feature identified through the map regression is the Amington Colliery 
(MST18156), which is shown on the earliest OS maps. Documentary evidence indicates that the 
colliery began production in 1870, and the 1884-85 maps show the colliery and a nearby brickyard 
(MST8165) accessed by Amington & Glascote Colliery rail line (MST18157) from the southwest, 
and the Livery Rail Line running north from the Amington Colliery to the Amington Sidings 
connecting the colliery with both the Coventry Canal (MST2214 and MWA4373) and the London & 
North-western Railway (MWA7842).  The map illustrates a number of buildings associated with the 
Amington Colliery near the rail terminus, along with shafts and air shafts on the edge of the pit. 

The Amington Colliery closed in 1965; some of the buildings and the earthworks for the colliery rail 
line are still present on the 1976-77 OS maps. However, by 1989, the entire area is shown as golf 
course, with no evidence of the prior industrial landscape illustrated. 

2.6. Historic and Archaeological Background 

2.6.1. Palaeolithic (500,000 – 10,000 BC) 
Staffordshire has produced far less evidence for Palaeolithic activity and occupation than other 
areas in southern and eastern England (Garwood 2011, 12). There is currently no definitive 
evidence that the landscape of the Study Area was occupied in this period.  A Palaeolithic core was 
found on Warton Hill, near Polesworth in Warwickshire, c. 2.7km east of the Site, on a hill 
overlooking the River Anker.  

Artefacts found in the region have generally been recovered from river deposits further south of the 
Study Area, often as a result of quarrying activities. The environment of the time would have been 
a harsh one subject to successive glaciations and at the very edge of human settlement.  
Populations would have relied on constant access to water and food sources available from river 
valleys (Lang and Buteux 2007, 15-16). Within the Study Area and wider landscape is the River 



Tamworth Borough Council  
Tamworth Golf Course – Heritage Desk Based Assessment 

 

 
  
Atkins  Heritage Desk Based Assessment | Version 1.3 | 21November 2014 | 5129896.160    7 
 

Anker. The Study Area is located within the river valley and terraces and the area may have been 
the focus for human activity in the early Prehistoric period. Due to the changing course of the river 
and post-depositional processes within river valleys, any evidence of activity may only survive at 
significant depth below ground level.  

2.6.2. Mesolithic (8,500 – 4,000 BC) 
While no Mesolithic material has been found within the Study Area, artefacts have been recovered 
from the surrounding landscape, with significant flint scatters recovered during work carried out in 
advance of the M6 Toll, c. 10km from the Study Area. Mesolithic artefacts were identified during 
investigations of cropmarks near Polesworth, c. 2km from the Site, and undated lithic implements 
have been found throughout the region as a result of investigations such as those in advance of the 
M6 Toll or during quarrying operations in the sand and gravel terraces of the Rivers Tame and 
Anker. Based on current archaeological understanding, Mesolithic camps are considered to be 
broadly located on higher ground near water sources, such as river valley terraces (Myers 2007, 
13). 

2.6.3. Neolithic (4,000 – 2,400 BC) 
The Neolithic period is widely defined by development of farming in Britain although the impact on 
economy and the landscape may have been very minor in the early part of the period (Thomas 
1993, 1999, 2003; Whittle 1996).  Monument and site types, including settlement enclosures, 
funerary monuments and house sites are rare within the West Midlands. Numerous undated flint 
objects have been recovered in the region, though none within the Study Area, and, none have 
conclusively been dated to the Neolithic period.  Based on an understanding gained from finds 
across the region as a whole, areas near to brooks and with lower undulating topography would be 
the most likely areas to yield any such remains. 

2.6.4. Bronze Age (2,200 – 700 BC) 
Much settlement evidence for this period comes from distribution patterns of ring ditches and round 
barrow sites. Large numbers of round barrows and ring ditches that either survive as partial 
earthworks or below-ground remains identified from aerial photography have been identified in the 
West Midlands. Ring ditches are common in river terrace locations while surviving round barrows 
are more commonly found in marginal upland landscapes such as the Staffordshire Peak District 
(Garwood 2011). A Bronze Age flint arrowhead (MWA180) was found in Alvecote Wood (c. 530m 
east of the Site) in 1763 and illustrated in a publication of 1791. The illustration shows it to be a 
barbed and tanged arrowhead. A variety of Bronze Age finds and monuments have been recorded 
within Tamworth, c. 3km west of the Site. The Scheduled Low Bowl Barrow is located c. 7km north-
west of the Study Area. 

2.6.5. Iron Age (700BC – AD43) 
The Iron Age landscape of the Study Area is characterised by evidence of more intensive farming 
than in previous periods as well as more visible settlements sites, many of which have been 
identified from aerial photography and some of which were excavated during the construction of the 
M6 Toll c. 10km to the west of the Study Area  (Powell et al 2008). There is no evidence of Iron Age 
activity within the Study Area. 

Excavations during the construction of the M6 Toll have shown Iron Age settlements of varying 
forms are to be found at a range of topographical locations. Sites excavated included rectilinear 
enclosures with circular buildings, a site straddling either side of a brook, as well as unenclosed 
settlements. Other Iron Age features excavated include pit alignments. Recovery of burials from the 
period is rare, with a particular dearth of examples from the West Midlands. 

Most of the evidence for the Iron Age in the region comes from find spots, though some of the finds 
have been of high quality: the “Glascote Torc”, a silver, gold and copper torc was found in 1943, 
was uncovered c. 2km west of the Site, and is considered to be a find of national importance. It is 
now held in the Birmingham Museum. 

2.6.6. Romano-British (AD43 – 410) 
In comparison to the south of England there is less evidence of evidence for Roman settlement, 
structure and artefact types in the West Midlands (Esmond Cleary 2011), with no evidence for 
Roman settlement in the Study Area.. The known Roman villas in Staffordshire are generally 
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located close to Roman roads, the nearest of which is Watling Street (on the current alignment of 
the B5404 and A5), c. 3km south of the Study Area. A Roman settlement was recorded near 
Dordon, at the junction of the A5 and M42, c. 3km south of the Study Area. Roman coins have 
been found north of Amington, c. 2km from the Site and at least one Roman coin hoard was 
recovered from Alvecote Wood (MWA181; MWA182; MWA183). The hoard is recorded as being 
found in 1763.  Additional coin hoards from the same area were recorded at later dates, but may be 
duplications of the original record.  

2.6.7. Early Medieval (AD410-1066) 
Tamworth, c. 3km west of the Site, was an important Mercian royal vill (defended town) by the 8th 
century (Powell et al 2008) while Lichfield, c. 14km to the northwest, was a diocesan centre by that 
time. Archaeological evidence of the period is known from excavations within Tamworth, with 
documentary evidence providing additional information.  Even with the known importance of these 
towns, the early medieval period is one of the least visible periods archaeologically. Within the 
Study Area, Anglo-Saxon beads have been identified through the Portable Antiquities Scheme as 
having been found near Polesworth, itself the site of a Benedictine nunnery founded in the 9th 
century AD.  

2.6.8. Medieval (1066 – 1540) 
Considerable changes took place within and surrounding the Study Area during the medieval 
period, including the development of a new political and social order, the expansion of settlement, 
growing commercialisation and the expansion and development of the Church as an institution 
(Hunt 2011). Huge population increases occurred within the wider landscape between the 12th and 
14th centuries, with a possible increase of as much as 933% during this time in the region (Powell 
et al 2008).  

Tamworth during the middle ages was a market town with the right to hold two annual fairs. 
However, the medieval town was much smaller in size than its modern equivalent, and the Study 
Area would have been primarily a rural, agricultural landscape. Ridge and furrow in the region 
illustrates both the agricultural and later pastoral use of the land, and water meadows are recorded 
in the HER south of the River Anker at Alvecote (MST18807). 

The abbey of Polesworth, established in the early medieval period, was an influential presence in 
the area during the middle ages, offering a weekly market as well as a three-day fair in July.  A   
Benedictine Priory, a dependent cell of the Priory of Great Malvern in Worcestershire, was 
established at Alvecote in 1159. By 1291, the priory included a mill (MWA172), dovecote 
(MWA178/ MWA8141/ NHL1252601) and fishing rights. The remains of the dovecote and priory 
are individually listed buildings (NHL1252601 and NHL1262207, respectively); together with the 
buried and earthwork remains, the priory and its dovecote constitute a Scheduled Monument 
(NHL1020623). In addition to the Benedictine houses, an Augustinian friary may have existed north 
of the Site at Shuttington (MWA175). 

2.6.9. Post-medieval (AD 1540 – 1901) 
The post-medieval period saw the greatest changes in the region. The early part of the period saw 
the dissolution of the monasteries, with the abbey at Polesworth and the priory at Alvecote being 
turned into private residences. Changes in farming saw the area shift from an arable to a pastoral 
economy, with increasing individual control of land and eventually a system of field enclosures, 
culminating in the Enclosure Acts of 1773-1882. Much of the Study Area was enclosed prior to the 
Parliamentary Acts. Evidence of the enclosures in the Study Area, both piecemeal and planned, is 
now lost under residential development in Tamworth and is no longer visible in the existing 
landscape, particularly on the Staffordshire side of the Study Area.  

Aside from changes in land-use, the post-medieval period also experienced a surge in industry, 
with new technology and transportation methods fuelling the Industrial Revolution. Within the 
Midlands, one of the earliest of these developments were the canals. Construction on the Coventry 
Canal (MST2214 and MWA4373), on the northern border of the Site, began in 1768 and was 
complete by 1789, The Coventry Canal connected Coventry with the Oxford Canal, the Ashby 
Canal, the Birmingham and Fazeley Canal, the Lichfield Canal and the Trent and Mersey Canal. 
The coal and clay seams in the area were heavily exploited; the Coventry Canal primarily moved 
coal from pits at Bedworth, Coventry and Nuneaton to other parts of the West Midlands.  
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It was not long after the completion of the canals that the railways were developed and began to 
both enhance and compete with the canal network in transporting goods across the country. The 
London and North-western Railway came through the area via the Trent Valley Line (MWA7842) in 
1847, with connecting lines to the Amington Colliery (MST18156). By the time the Amington 
Colliery was opened in 1870, the railways were the primary transportation method for coal, having 
made the canals in the area redundant by that period. Other goods manufactured nearby also used 
the railways to ship raw materials and finished products to the rest of the country and beyond: the 
terracotta works at Glascote (MST18153) manufactured not only practical and everyday items, but 
also the architectural terracotta that decorates the interior and exterior of the Natural History 
Museum in London as well as the exterior of the Royal Albert Hall. 

Though the Amington Colliery was located within the project Site boundaries, it was not the only 
colliery in the area. Two others – the Alvecote Colliery (MST2813) and the Tamworth Colliery 
(MWA6535) – are both within the Study Area.  

2.6.10. Modern (AD 1901 – present) 
The industry that characterised the Study Area during the post-medieval period has given way to a 
suburban and leisure-focused landscape. After the closure of the collieries and brick and clay 
works at Tamworth and Amington left a void in the landscape that was filled with industrial estates, 
residential developments and, of course, the Tamworth Municipal Golf Course, which quickly 
followed the closure of the Amington Colliery. From the map regression, it appears as though the 
area of the course surrounding the clubhouse was built on the colliery’s spoil heap. Other leisure 
facilities can be found in the surrounding area: Pooley Country Park and Pooley Fields Heritage 
Centre, Coventry Canal and the Amington Marina, and Tamworth Karting. The shift in land use at 
the end of the 20th century represents the shift of Tamworth and Amington from independent towns 
linked to mining and industry to suburban areas serving the larger conurbations of Tamworth and 
Birmingham.  
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3. Impacts on Heritage Assets  
3.1. Potential impacts 

Factors when assessing potential impact on heritage assets are: 

• the potential that remains are present (and in what form);  

• the significance of such remains, including the contribution of setting to significance; and 

• the extent of disturbance the proposed development would cause.  

Each of these factors is used determining whether the development proposals need to be altered 
or whether further investigation is required. 

The types of potential impacts include the partial to total removal of subsurface archaeological 
remains, as well as direct or indirect impacts to the settings of heritage assets. Though the details 
of the proposed development are not yet known, activities undertaken in preparation for residential 
development, including ground levelling, utility installation and foundations, have the potential to 
impact both known and unknown archaeological remains within the Site.  

3.1.1. Physical impact of development on known heritage assets 
Six known heritage assets are located within the Site proposed for development. With the 
exception of the Coventry Canal, which is still in use as a canal, the extent to which these assets 
survive is unknown. Landscaping and development for the golf course cover Amington Colliery’s 
(MST18156) mining shafts, buildings and spoil heaps, as well as potential remains of Lodge Farm 
(MST21439), the Amington Brick and Tile works (MST18165), and the Tamworth Brick works 
(MST18155).  The alignment of the Amington and Glascote Colliery Railway (MST18157) can still 
be seen in parts of the site; the proposed development would likely remove what remains of these 
features. The proposal has the potential to impact buried remains within the Site boundary; these 
remains are likely to be of local importance and related to the industrial heritage of the area.  

3.1.2. Visual impacts on built heritage assets 
The northern limit of the proposed site abuts the Coventry Canal (MST2214/MWA4373) and has 
the potential to impact the setting of the canal, as well as the Canal Bridge at Hodge Lane 
(MST2977). These potential impacts would need to be addressed during the design process when 
more information is available as to the scope and scale of the proposed development and 
measures can be taken within the design to mitigate and avoid potential harm. 

The listed buildings and scheduled monument at the Alvecote Priory and Dovecote (NHL1252601 
and NHL1262207) are not currently visible from the Site due to the intervening topography and 
landscaping.  

The historic buildings along Alvecote Lane (MWA2814 and MWA2817) are located c. 330m north 
of the Site. However, they are separated from the Site by the existing electrified railway which 
creates a substantial barrier between these assets and the Site. As such, the proposed residential 
development is unlikely to impact the significance of the buildings or their settings. 

The remaining built heritage assets in the Study Area are within the town of Amington and 
separated from the Site by existing development as well as mature landscaping. Residential 
development of the Site is unlikely to impact the significance of the assets.   

3.1.3. Potential for previously unknown archaeological remains on the Site 
The map regression indicates some areas of the Site have not previously been subjected to 
development prior to the construction of the golf course and the potential for previously unidentified 
archaeological remains also exists. The southern part of the Site was historically less developed 
than the northern portion, remaining farmland until the period when the golf course was created. 
Though some level of disturbance is expected on the site as a result of the development of the golf 
course, subsurface remains may still be present in these less disturbed areas. Archaeological 
remains that may be present are likely to be of local significance.  
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3.2. Recommendations for further assessment and mitigation 
Most of the historic features relating to the collieries, brick and tile works and railway have been 
removed from the Site through the development of the golf course. The level of development 
across those parts of the Site not previously part of the collieries, works and railway, however, is 
not as well understood. Further evaluations are recommended to determine the extent of 
preservation remaining within the Site in the area of the site at Lodge Farm (MST21439). A better 
understanding of the development of the golf course is required to understand the potential for 
previously unrecorded in situ archaeological remains. This may be easily done though an 
evaluation of the original golf course plans to determine the level of ground disturbance undertaken 
during its construction. If an evaluation indicates the potential for subsurface archaeological 
remains, additional assessments and evaluations would be required. Such evaluations would need 
to be agreed with the County Archaeologist and may include geophysical investigations, trial 
trenching and/or watching briefs.  

Development on the Site may also have impacts on the setting of listed buildings and the Alvecote 
Priory and Dovecote scheduled monument. This potential impact would need to be addressed 
during the design process, when more information is available as to the scope and scale of the 
proposed development and measures can be taken within the design to mitigate and avoid 
potential harm.  The proposed development is not anticipated to have an impact on the settings of 
the designated and non-designated built heritage assets in Amington, due to their existing settings 
within residential areas as well as the limited reach of their settings. 
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4. Conclusions 
The Tamworth Golf Course Site includes areas of intense historic use, including those of a colliery, 
rail line, brick works, farmland, and, most recently, a golf course.  Though this history has resulted 
in a high level of disturbance at the Site, some pockets of limited disturbance exist across the Site 
and may include subsurface archaeological remains. These remains are likely to be of limited and 
local significance, relating to post-medieval agricultural and industrial use of the Site.  Further 
evaluations are recommended to identify the likelihood of in situ archaeological remains on the 
southern part of the Site. Impacts to the settings of built heritage can be addressed through the 
design process for the proposed development.  
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Appendix B. Historic Environment Record Gazetteer 
HER Reference 
Number  

National 
Heritage List 
number  

Name Description Period Designation LB Grade 

DWA628  NHL1020623 Alvecote Priory Precinct The Precinct of Alvecote Priory, a 
Benedictine priory of Medieval date. 
Alvecote priory was a minor cell of Malvern 
priory and the survival of buildings as well 
as earthworks and buried remains is 
relatively rare at such a small monastic 
settlement. In addition the history of the 
priory is well documented and includes 
details of its estates and buildings. This 
damp low lying site is expected to preserve 
environmental evidence in monastic drains 
and buried ditches which will inform us 
about the changing natural environment 
throughout the occupation of the site, 
whilst remains such as the dovecote, 
fishpond and ridge and furrow cultivation 
provide evidence about food production 
and the changing agricultural regimes 
carried out by the monks and their 
successors. 

Medieval Scheduled 
Monument 

n/a 

MST7211 NHL1297341 Yew Tree House, 
Amington Green 

A listed timber-framed house of late 16th 
or early 17th century date. Formerly known 
as the 'Priest's House'. 

Post-medieval Listed Building II 

MST7212 NHL1197035 Amington House, 
Amington, Amington 
Green, Tamworth, 
Tamworth Borough 

The Grade II Listed Amington House was 
built circa 1770 and a rear wing was added 
in the mid 19th century. 

Post-medieval Listed Building II 

MST2981 NHL1297310 Askew Bridge / Bridge 
No. 66, Coventry Canal, 
Amington 

A listed late 18th century canal bridge by 
engineer Thomas Sheasby. The bridge is 
of brick construction with an elliptical skew 
arch and is one of a series spanning the 
Coventry Canal 

Post-medieval Listed Building II 
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HER Reference 
Number  

National 
Heritage List 
number  

Name Description Period Designation LB Grade 

MST2982 NHL1208033 Bridge Number 67, 
Coventry Canal, 
Amington 

A listed late 18th century brick built canal 
bridge by Thomas Sheasby, which spans 
the Coventry Canal at Amington. 

Post-medieval Listed Building II 

MST2979 NHL1197048 Tamworth Road Bridge / 
Bridge No. 65, Coventry 
Canal, Amington 

A listed late 18th century bridge spanning 
the Coventry Canal at Amington. 

Post-medieval Listed Building II 

MST10571 NHL1293350 Coventry Canal Milepost A milepost of dressed stone 107m north-
east of Bridge 65. C.1785-90. Inscribed 8 
Fradley; 24 Coventry. 

Post-medieval Listed building II 

MST7317 NHL1208826 Former School / 
Amington Centre, 
Woodhouse Lane, 
Amington, Tamworth 

Listed mid 19th century former school, now 
in use as a community centre. The former 
school is of brick construction with 20th 
century tiled roof with cresting and was 
designed by architect G. E. Street in the 
Vernacular Revival style 

Post-medieval Listed Building II 

MST10430 NHL1197036 Amington Green Church 
of St Editha, Amington, 
Tamworth 

A Grade II Listed Anglican church built in 
1864 by the architect G. E. Street. 

Post-medieval Listed Building II 

DWA616 NHL1252601 Alvecote Priory 
Dovecote 

The site of a dovecote, a house for doves 
or pigeons. It was associated with the 
Benedictine priory at Alvecote. The 
dovecote dates to the Medieval period and 
has been built in stone, with later repairs in 
brick. 

Medieval to 
Post-medieval 

Listed Building II 

DWA628 NHL1262207 Alvecote Priory The site of Alvecote Priory, a Benedictine 
priory of Medieval date. Ruins of the 
medieval building and the 18th century 
house built on the same site are still 
standing. 

Medieval to 
Post-medieval 

Listed Building II 

MST13492 n/a 1-3 The Green, 
Amington 

An 18th century former farmhouse, now 
converted in separate dwellings. The 
farmhouse is of (painted and rendered) 
brick with a slate roof. 

Post-medieval Locally listed n/a 

MST13493 n/a 10 The Green, Amington A late 19th century house of two-storeys. Post-medieval Locally listed n/a 
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HER Reference 
Number  

National 
Heritage List 
number  

Name Description Period Designation LB Grade 

The house is of red brick with a tiled roof. 
MST13494 n/a 12 The Green, Amington A late 19th century two-storey house of red 

brick with a tiled roof. 
Post-medieval Locally listed n/a 

MST13680 n/a 3-9 Dog Lane, 
Amington, Tamworth 

A late 19th century, two storey terrace of 
rendered brick with tiled roofs. 

Post-medieval Locally listed n/a 

MST3148 n/a Warwickshire Moor 
Cropmarks, Tamworth 

Cropmarks identified on aerial 
photography in the Warwickshire Moor 
area of Tamworth. Interpreted as a 
possible field system and enclosure of 
uncertain date. 

Undated None n/a 

MST3149 n/a Cropmarks, South-East 
of Amington Old Hall, 
Tamworth 

A cropmark feature of uncertain date 
identified on aerial photography to the 
south-east of Amington Old Hall. Possible 
two sides of an enclosure? 

Undated None n/a 

MWA4821 n/a Undated cropmarks A rectangular enclosure and two linear 
features, one extending from a corner of 
the enclosure. All three features are of 
unknown date but are visible as crop 
marks on aerial photographs. 

Undated None n/a 

MWA6238 n/a Undated linear feature A linear feature that may be a field 
boundary is visible as a crop mark on 
aerial photographs. 

Undated None n/a 

MST1175 n/a Ermendone Deserted 
Settlement 

Cropmarks in the field adjacent to 
Amington Old Hall, identified from the air 
and from aerial photographs taken in the 
summer of 1965, have been interpreted as 
the remains of the deserted medieval 
village of Amington. Some of the 
depressions in the field were infilled during 
the late 1960's, prior to the fields being 
ploughed and this may have accentuated 
the crop marks. 

Medieval None n/a 

MWA175 n/a Site of House of 
Augustinian Friars 

The site of an Augustinian Friary, a 
monastery governed by a friar. It was 

Medieval None n/a 
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HER Reference 
Number  

National 
Heritage List 
number  

Name Description Period Designation LB Grade 

founded in the Medieval period, around 
1260. The duration is uncertain but was 
probably brief as there do not appear to be 
any later records. 

MWA172 n/a Alvecote Mill at 
Shuttington. 

The site of a watermill which may date 
from the Medieval period, and was in use 
until the early 20th century. Only some 
brick foundations of the mill building now 
survive. 

Medieval to 
Post-medieval 

None n/a 

MWA13159 n/a Site of The Hermitage, 
Polesworth 

Possible site of chapel built above St 
Edith's well. Possibly the site of the chapel 
of medieval origin associated with a 
nunnery. Built above St Edith's well and 
given to the nuns by William Savage. 

Undated None n/a 

MST18807 n/a Water meadow, north 
east of Amington, 
Tamworth 

Features were identified as a water 
meadow in the Water Meadow Survey 
carried out in 2008. The 1963 aerial 
photographs suggested that there was 
partial survival of the water meadow 
across the entire area with some 
upstanding earthworks of drains and 
carriers. 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MST1174 n/a Shuttington Bridge A bridge across the River Anker built at 
some point between 1547 - 1900 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MWA174 n/a Alvecote Mill Bridge The site of a bridge across the River 
Anker. The bridge has been destroyed and 
the site is now part of the Water Park 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MWA179 n/a Alvecote Priory House A house that was built in the Post Medieval 
period and incorporates building material 
from the Benedictine priory that stood on 
the same site. 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MWA2818 n/a Post Medieval barn, 
Alvecote, Shuttington 

16th century barn west of Alvecote Priory, 
retaining some timber framing with curved 
braces below the wall plates. 

Post-medieval None n/a 
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HER Reference 
Number  

National 
Heritage List 
number  

Name Description Period Designation LB Grade 

MWA170 n/a Shuttington Bridge Shuttington Bridge, a bridge dating to the 
Post Medieval period and situated 700m 
southwest of Shuttington. Beneath the 
modern brick bridge are the stone remains 
of an earlier structure. Known in 1650 as 
Black Bridge, and in 1670, when orders 
were given for its repair, as Broken Bridge. 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MST2214 n/a Coventry Canal The course of the Coventry Canal first 
authorised in 1768 and completed in circa 
1789. The canal was built to link the Trent 
and Mersey Canal to the Oxford Canal 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MST2978 n/a Hut Bridge Bridge spanning the Coventry Canal. Post-medieval None n/a 
MST2977 n/a Canal Bridge, Hodge 

Lane, Tamworth 
A bridge spanning the Coventry Canal 
(1790) at Hodge Lane, Tamworth 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MWA4800 n/a Imperial toll road A turnpike or toll road established between 
1750 and 1751. 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MWA2817 n/a Alvecote Cottages, 
Alvecote 

A series of terraced houses built from brick 
with tiled roofs. Terraced houses 
associated with the local mines. Built in red 
brick with details in blue brick. The 
windows are largely original. They 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MWA2814 n/a 19th Century house 
opposite Alvecote 
General Stores 

Fine 19th century brick house with tile roof. 
Original windows and fine stone lintels. 
There is a small canopy over the door. 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MWA2816 n/a Primitive Methodist 
Chapel, Alvecote, 
Shuttington 

A Primitive Methodist Chapel dating to the 
Imperial period and situated in Alvecote. 
Similar in style and date to the terraced 
houses in Alvecote. Formerly a primitive 
Methodist chapel, but now used as a field 
centre for local nature reserve. Just in 
front, on the ground, is a mill stone from 
Alvecote Mill. 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MWA7842 n/a LNWR Railway  The Trent Valley branch of the LNWR 
railway line which dates to the Imperial 

Post-medieval None n/a 
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HER Reference 
Number  

National 
Heritage List 
number  

Name Description Period Designation LB Grade 

period. 
MWA4373 n/a The Coventry Canal The Coventry Canal Post-medieval None n/a 
MWA4393 n/a Canal Basin in 

Shuttington 
Canal basin on the Coventry Canal. Post-medieval None n/a 

MWA2813 n/a Site of Alvecote Colliery 
Company, Shuttington 

The site of an open cast mine used for the 
extraction of stone and/or gravel during the 
Imperial period. Land bought in 1911, and 
site had been a pit for stone and/or gravel. 
The pit heap has now been almost 
completely removed with very little sign of 
the site being left on the ground. 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MWA6534 n/a Site of Signal Box W of 
Alvecote Bridge 

The site of a railway signal box dating to 
the Imperial period 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MWA6535 n/a Site of Tamworth 
Colliery W of Alvecote 
Bridge 

The site of Tamworth Colliery where coal 
was mined during the Imperial period. It is 
marked on the Ordnance Survey map of 
1885. 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MWA6538 n/a Site of Brickworks W of 
Alvecote Bridge 

The site of a brickworks where bricks were 
made during the Imperial period. It is 
marked on the Ordnance Survey map of 
1908. 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MWA6536 n/a Site of Quarry on 
Tamworth Road 

The site of a quarry dating to the Imperial 
period. It is marked on the Ordnance 
Survey map of 1883. 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MWA6537 n/a Site of Quarry on 
Tamworth Road 

The site of a quarry dating to the Imperial 
period. The quarry is marked on the 
Ordnance Survey map of 1883. 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MWA6504 n/a Birch Coppice Colliery 
No.1 

Colliery marked on First Edition OS 
mapping, 300m north of Birchmoor 

Post medieval None  

MST21440 n/a Site of Warren Farm, 
north of Alvecote, 
Tamworth 

The site of a traditional farmstead which 
existed by the early 19th century. The 
complex was identified as part of the 
Staffordshire Historic Farmstead Survey as 

Post-medieval None n/a 
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HER Reference 
Number  

National 
Heritage List 
number  

Name Description Period Designation LB Grade 

comprising a regular 'L' shaped courtyard. 
MST18154 n/a Site of Glascote Colliery, 

Tamworth 
The Glascote Colliery had been 
established by the mid 19th century and 
was still operating in the late 1930s. 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MST21439 n/a Site of Lodge Farm, east 
of Tamworth 

The site of a traditional farmstead whose 
plan form comprised a loose courtyard with 
three working buildings around a central 
yard. The farmstead existed by the mid 
19th century, but had been demolished by 
the beginning of the 21st century. 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MST18165 n/a Site of brick and tile 
works, Amington, 
Tamworth 

The site of a brick and tile works, with its 
associated clay pit. An extant pool may 
represent the remains of two earlier pools 
which stood in this area. 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MST18156 n/a Site of Amington 
Colliery, Tamworth 

The colliery existed by the late 19th 
century and was still operating in the late 
1930s. 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MST18155 n/a Site of brickworks, 
Tamworth 

The brickworks and associated clay pit 
existed by the late 19th century, but was 
disused by circa 1920. 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MST18153 n/a Site of Glascote Works, 
Glascote, Tamworth 

The large terracotta works was probably 
established in the mid 19th century and 
was still operating in the late 1930s. A clay 
pit, associated with the site, is also shown 
on the historic mapping. 

Post-medieval None n/a 

MST18157 n/a Course of Amington & 
Glascote Colliery 
Railway, Tamworth 

The mineral railway linked Amington 
Colliery to the Trent Valley Railway to the 
north and Glascote Colliery to the south 
west. 

Post-medieval None n/a 
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