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1. Introduction 
1.1. Terms of Reference 

Atkins Limited (Atkins) has been commissioned by Tamworth Borough Council to produce an 
ecological mitigation strategy for the proposed development at the Tamworth Golf Course site located 
in Amington Ward, in the eastern area of Tamworth. As part of the outline planning application 
submission, a strategy for ecological mitigation in relation to the proposed development is required.  
The proposed development is the construction of a new residential development (hereafter referred to 
as the Application Site). The outline planning application proposal comprises the following: 

 residential housing development; 

 the development of a school site; 

 the development of a retail area; 

 a wetland area in the north of the Application Site; and 

 a woodland area in the south-west of the Application Site. 

These are shown on the Masterplan provided in Appendix A.1 

Tamworth Golf Course is situated at Ordnance Survey national grid reference (OS NGR) SK 24227 
03598. The Application Site is the existing Tamworth Golf Course boundary and comprises amenity 
grassland with patches of woodland, a stream along the eastern boundary, three ponds and a golf 
clubhouse in the centre. The Coventry Canal is located to the north of the Application Site; there are 
arable fields to the east, industrial units to the south east and residential housing to the west.  

The Application Site boundary is shown on the Phase 1 Habitat Map (drawing ref 
5129896.120/ECO/001) presented in Appendix A.2. 

This document has considered the scope and nature of the development at the Application Site and 
sets out the rationale for the mitigation approach that will be adopted. The methodology to be employed 
by the Principal Contractor for minimising impacts on biodiversity during the proposed works is also 
outlined together with a summary of habitat creation and management that will be undertaken post 
construction. 

The ecological mitigation strategy is informed by the ecological baseline data of the site which was 
ascertained through desk study and ecological site surveys undertaken during 2014. More detailed 
information regarding the data collected, is provided in the Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA)1 

submitted for the development. 

 

 

                                                      
1 Tamworth Golf Course:  Ecological Impact Assessment, Atkins, 2014 
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2. Overall Vision  
2.1. Objectives and Aims of the Strategy 

This document includes a review of the existing baseline survey information and considers key 
ecological constraints and opportunities when creating the ecological strategy to ensure a sustainable 
development is achieved.   

Most impacts to important wildlife have been avoided through the sensitive design of the development. 
Central to the mitigation strategy is ensuring the protection of designated sites adjacent to and within 
the Application Site boundary. Further aims are to maximise the biodiversity potential of retained 
habitats and to improve linkages and green corridors between them to enable species to move freely 
within the site and beyond into the wider landscape.  

The creation of new habitats is also an aim and maximising habitat creation opportunities has been 
paramount as part of the development objectives. Woodland creation and the creation of marshy 
wetland habitat, which will act as a buffer to the adjacent Local Nature Reserve (Hodge Lane) and Site 
of Special Scientific Interest (Alvecote Pools), all contribute to a positive net gain in biodiversity as part 
of the development proposals. In turn, the provision for legally protected or notable fauna are also 
retained and where possible opportunities are improved.   
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3. Background Ecology Information  
3.1. Summary of Baseline Data 

The Application Site is dominated by amenity grassland, but also comprises semi-natural broad-leaved 
woodland, mixed woodland, immature and mature trees, marsh habitat, scrub, tall ruderals, an 
unnamed stream and three water bodies. As the site has recently been in use as a golf course, there 
is a club house and associated car park in the centre of the Application Site. 

3.1.1. Designated Sites 
Alvecote Pools Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) is located approximately 15 m north of the 
Application Site and has hydraulic connectivity to the Application Site via an unnamed stream.  To 
avoid any potential negative impacts (in particular associated with the drainage design and in-channel 
activities within the unnamed stream) there will be appropriate mitigation in the form of a ‘Sustainable 
Drainage Scheme’ (SuDS) to ensure there is no significant impact on the integrity of the SSSI. Please 
see the Tamworth Golf Course Flood Risk Assessment and Drainage Strategy2 for more detail of how 
adverse impacts on the SSSI will be avoided. 

The semi-natural broad-leaved woodland, marsh and unnamed stream along the eastern edge of the 
Application Site is designated as Tamworth Golf Course (eastern border) Local Wildlife Site (LWS). 
This non-statutory designated site is of importance for nature conservation in a County context. The 
LWS is being retained within the outline planning proposals and a buffer area will be implemented 
between the LWS and the construction works. 

Hodge Lane Local Nature Reserve (LNR) is adjacent to the north-western boundary of the Application 
Site. The LNR is mainly semi-improved neutral grassland with large areas of broad-leaved woodland. 
A small brook flows north through the largest woodland situated to the west of the site. Scattered trees 
are situated throughout the semi-improved grassland. As part of the current Masterplan, it is proposed 
to create a large ecological mitigation buffer area adjacent to the LNR.  

3.1.2. Habitats 
The development of the Application Site will result in the loss or disturbance of approximately 35 
hectares of habitats. The majority of this is amenity grassland of negligible value for nature 
conservation.  However, approximately 5.6 hectares of semi-natural broad-leaved woodland, 
approximately 0.5 hectares of mixed semi-natural woodland, numerous mature trees, small areas of 
semi-improved grassland and potentially some terrestrial habitat adjacent to pond habitat will also be 
lost to the development.   

Along the entirety of the eastern Application Site boundary is an area of broad-leaved semi-natural 
woodland which borders a small unnamed stream (T1 on the phase 1 habitat map provided in Appendix 
A.2). Species recorded include abundant oak with frequent hazel, grey willow, alder and silver birch 
and an understorey of abundant common hawthorn, bramble and bracken. The ancient woodland 
indicator species dog’s mercury, bluebell, and yellow archangel are present throughout this woodland. 
This section of woodland will be retained as part of the Masterplan proposals for the site (see Appendix 
A.1).  

Adjacent and to the north of this woodland (in the north-east of the Application Site) is an area of marsh. 
Species present include abundant flag iris, tufted hair grass and hard rush with frequent meadow 
sweet, soft rush, spear thistle and occasional angelica.  Goat willow is dominant and grey willow is also 
frequent throughout the marsh. This marshy area will be retained as part of the Masterplan proposals 
for the site (see Appendix A.1). 

Areas of new habitat will be created as part of enhancement proposals within the site. In the north of 
the Application Site, an open water habitat with wetland, marsh and wet grassland habitats will be 
created. The placement of log piles around water body edges will provide suitable foraging and refuge 
habitat for invertebrates, amphibians, reptiles and small mammals.   

                                                      
2 Tamworth Golf Course: Flood Risk Assessment and Drainage Strategy, Atkins, 2014  
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A planting regime to include a mix of native tree species will be included as part of the detailed 
landscaping design and the creation of a SuDS scheme adjacent to Hodge Lane LNR, in the north of 
the Application Site, will enhance and improve habitats for the benefit of wildlife. Further details of 
habitat creation and enhancement proposals are detailed in Section 5. 

3.1.3. Great Crested Newts 
Great crested newts are a European Protected Species (see Appendix B for a summary of relevant 
legislation) and are listed as a priority species within the UK Biodiversity Action Plan and Staffordshire 
BAP.  

Medium sized populations of great crested newts are present within two associated ponds within the 
Application Site (P2 on the phase 1 habitat map in Appendix A.2) and two ponds within 50 m of the 
Application Site (P3; 50 m to the west of the Application Site and P9; 20 m to the east of the Application 
Site).  

Due to the known presence of great crested newts within the Application Site, the mitigation strategy 
to be implemented to offset any impacts and to ensure the long term viability of the population will 
consist of two key elements: 

 translocation of the great crested newt population from the Site to prevent the death or 
injury of individual reptiles during the construction stage; and 

 managing the reinstated/newly created habitats for the benefit of great crested newts and 
all amphibians. 

The trapping and translocation programme and the creation of new habitat for great crested newt will 
be completed under a European Protected Species (EPS) licence from Natural England. The wetland 
area in the north of the Application Site will be utilised as part of the mitigation proposals. Further 
details of the great crested newt mitigation proposals are detailed in Section 5. 

3.1.4. Bats 
All UK bats are European Protected Species under 4.1 the Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2010 (as amended). Under this legislation bats are protected against disturbance, killing 
or injuring and their roosts are protected against obstruction, damage or destruction (see Appendix B 
for further details of relevant legislation). 

Roosting bats were recorded at the club house and in a mature oak tree in the north of the Application 
Site, near to the Coventry Canal (BT6 on the phase 1 habitat map in Appendix A.2). The loss of the 
bat roost within the golf club house will be carried out under an EPS licence from Natural England and 
mitigated through the installation of bat roosting features within the Application Site. The mature oak 
tree (BT6 – see phase 1 habitat plan in Appendix A.2) with the known bat roost will be retained as part 
of the proposed works. Any trees with bat roost potential which will be lost, will be felled under a 
precautionary method of working (PMW). Further details of the bat mitigation proposals are detailed 
in Section 5. 

3.1.5. Badgers 
Badgers are protected under The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 (see Appendix B for a summary of 
relevant legislation).  

A badger sett is present in the south of the Application Site along the eastern boundary adjacent to a 
stream. Twelve sett entrances were recorded along the western bank of the stream in March 2014, 
indicating a main sett.  Fresh latrines and recent digging were also recorded in the vicinity of the sett. 
Further survey in August 2014 showed a marked decrease in badger activity at the sett. The location 
of the sett is shown on the Phase 1 Habitat Map (Drawing Number 5129896.120/ECO/001) in 
Appendix A.2 under target note 11.  

No other evidence of badgers, such as latrines, snuffle holes, play areas or tree scratching were 
recorded within the remaining areas of the Application Site throughout the 2014 surveys.  

The badger sett (T11) will be retained in situ. Prior to the start of the proposed works an exclusion zone 
of 30m from the sett will be established. This is to avoid/reduce potential disturbance to the sett 
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associated with noise, vibration and dust from the proposed works and to maintain suitable badger 
movement to and from the sett. Further details of the badger mitigation proposals are detailed in 
Section 5. 

3.1.6. Nesting birds 
All nesting birds are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, which makes it an offence 
to kill, injure or take any wild bird or take, damage or destroy its nest whilst in use or being built, or 
take or destroy its eggs. In addition to this, for some rarer species including barn owl (listed on 
Schedule 1 of the Act), it is an offence to disturb them while they are nest building or at or near a nest 
with eggs or young, or to disturb the dependent young of such a bird (see Appendix B for further details 
of relevant legislation). 

Areas of woodland, scattered scrub and marshy habitat all within the Application Site provide suitable 
habitat to support nesting birds.  

A total of 40 bird species were recorded during the breeding bird surveys undertaken during 2014 and 
sixteen of these are considered to be notable due to their conservation concern status. Of these notable 
species, six (dunnock, green woodpecker, house sparrow, linnet, mistle thrush and song thrush) were 
confirmed or thought to probably breed within the Application Site itself. No Schedule 1 or Annex 1 
species were recorded during the surveys.   

The Application Site was not found to be used by any of the notable birds associated with Alvecote 
Pools SSSI. 

As there is habitat present for foraging or nesting birds throughout the Application Site, all vegetation 
clearance undertaken as part of the proposed works will be completed outside the bird nesting season 
or if this is not possible getting an ecologist to search all vegetated areas for nesting birds at least 24 
hours prior to vegetation removal. Further details of the nesting bird mitigation proposals are detailed 
in Section 5. 

3.1.7. Reptiles 
All reptile species receive protection under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (see Appendix B for 
a summary of relevant legislation). 

There are limited areas of rough grassland around the perimeter of the Application Site which may 
support common reptile species including grass snake, slow-worm and common lizard. Additionally 
the marsh and pond habitats on site offer some limited potential habitat for common reptiles.   

Consequently as a precaution, this report contains information regarding the procedure should an 
individual reptile be encountered during the construction works. Further details of the reptile mitigation 
proposals are detailed in Section 5. 

3.1.8. Invasive species 
Japanese knotweed is listed in Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act, whereby it is illegal to 
plant or cause to grow the species in the wild. The plant has an adverse impact on native species and 
communities and is a potential hazard to built structures. 

A stand of Japanese knotweed is present adjacent to the eastern Application Site boundary, on the 
opposite bank of the unnamed stream. The location of the Japanese knotweed is shown at T12 on the 
phase 1 habitat map (Drawing number 5129896.120/ECO/001) in Appendix A.2. The stand is located 
within 7 m of the Application Site (Japanese knotweed roots can extend 7 m from the centre of the 
stand3) boundary.    

Between the western edge of the bank and the stand of Japanese knotweed adjacent to the application 
boundary is less than 7m. However, no proposed works will take place within 7m from the aerial growth 
of the stand. An exclusion fence will be employed to prevent works taking place within this risk zone. 
This will ensure that there is no accidental dispersal of any parts of the growth into the surrounding 
environment, during the construction phase, in accordance with current statutory guidance3.     

                                                      
3 Environment Agency, 2013, Managing Japanese knotweed on development sites: The knotweed code of practice 
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4. Habitat Protection, Creation and 
Management 

4.1. Retention of Existing Habitat  
The marshy area in the north-east corner of the Application Site will be retained as part of the 
Masterplan proposals. There will be a proposed SuDS/wetland area adjacent to this existing habitat 
and this will add to the biodiversity in this northern section and ensure the range of habitats that are 
currently present still remain.  

All of the ponds on site will be retained and although there will be some terrestrial habitat loss 
surrounding the ponds; the retention of the ponds will be of benefit to wildlife and will form part of a 
habitat corridor that runs east to west across the central belt of the site.  

Tamworth Golf Course (eastern border) LWS will be retained under the proposals. Further measures 
to enhance the boundary of this site, through selective vegetation management and planting, will also 
be undertaken as part of future mitigation and enhancement proposals.  

4.2. Habitat Corridors and Connectivity  
The area of ecological enhancement adjacent to Hodge Lane LNR will act as a buffer (7 ha in area) 
and will connect with the wetland mitigation area creating a habitat corridor in the north of the 
development. The presence of the wetland mitigation area will also act as a buffer between the 
residential houses and Hodge Lane LNR and will improve connectivity between Hodge Lane LNR in 
the west and Tamworth Golf Course LWS in the east of the development. The mitigation area will also 
increase the buffer between the Coventry Canal and Alvecote Pools SSSI and the proposed residential 
area thereby safeguarding the integrity of the local existing habitats. 

The potential air, noise and water pollution that could arise from construction works will be mitigated 
though following good working practices stated within a Construction Environmental Management Plan 
(CEMP). With implementation of the mitigation measures there will be no significant impacts in terms 
of the integrity of the designated sites within and adjacent to the development.  

To offset habitat loss within the Application Site as part of this development, habitat corridors will be 
retained throughout the development to maintain connectivity and an additional area of woodland will 
be created in the south-west of the Application Site. This ensures that there is a green habitat corridor 
that connects the north part of the development with the south and the west part of the development 
with the east and ensures movement of wildlife is still feasible. Green infrastructure is an integral part 
of the design of the Masterplan, (42% of the site is nominated as green infrastructure) and across the 
development there will be 10.4 hectares of green space, with habitat designed to enable a multi-
purpose function for both wildlife and people.  

4.3. Woodland Creation  
There will be some loss of woodland as part of the development (5.6 hectares of semi-natural 
broadleaved woodland, approximately 0.5 hectares of mixed semi-natural woodland and a number of 
scattered mature trees). To offset this loss there will be an area of approximately 8.6 hectares 
community woodland that will be created in the south-west of the Application Site. The area outlined 
for woodland mitigation currently consists of amenity grassland and scattered trees.  This means that 
post-construction, there will be an overall net gain in woodland coverage as part of the development.  

Also as part of the Masterplan proposals, there will be planting of new native tree species of local origin 
throughout the Application Site.  In terms of the loss of trees and the ‘mature tree resource’ for wildlife 
within the Application Site there will be short to medium term impact before the new habitat has 
established. To minimise the amount of time it will take for replacement planting to mature, new planting 
will consist of standard trees and a mix of native tree species.   
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Where possible, individual trees will be retained through detailed design (taking into account the 
information within the Arboricultural Report4) as part of the open space and highway verge provision 
within the housing development.  

4.4. Creation of Sustainable Drainage Scheme (Wetland and 
Grassland) 
As the Application Site is hydrologically connected to the nearby Alvecote Pools SSSI, via the unnamed 
stream along the eastern boundary, there is the potential that drainage from the Application Site could 
form a potential pollution pathway and could lead to hydraulic changes that have the potential to impact 
on the managed wetland and grassland areas within Alvecote Pools SSSI.  

A temporary drainage system will be developed prior to construction in order to capture and treat any 
run off during the works.  Monitoring of the water quality within the stream will also be undertaken on 
a weekly basis throughout the construction period. Construction effects will also be minimised by 
following construction best practice and Environment Agency Pollution Prevention Guidelines, Works 
and maintenance in or near water: PPG55  and Working at Construction or Demolition sites PPG66. 
With the implementation of the temporary draining system and adherence to the Environment Agency 
Pollution Prevention Guidelines and industry best working practice the potential for impacts will be fully 
mitigated.   

A long term solution, to ensure there are no adverse effects to the hydraulic supply to Alvecote Pools 
SSSI, is the creation of a permanent Sustainable Drainage Scheme (SuDS) in the wetland mitigation 
area, in the north of the development. This proposal is to ensure there is no significant change to the 
existing hydrological connectivity in both stream flow and quality conditions (in both during normal flow 
and spate conditions) that could impact on the SSSI (for further details see the Flood Risk Assessment 
and Drainage Strategy report2).  

The best sustainable drainage schemes incorporate a range of habitats that are good for water 
management and also good for wildlife. SuDS seek to manage rainfall in a way similar to natural 
processes, by using the landscape to control the flow and volume of surface water, prevent or reduce 
pollution downstream of development and promote recharging of groundwater. Natural vegetation, 
including trees in SuDS helps attenuate flows, trap silts and pollutants, promotes infiltration and be 
robust enough to prevent erosion. SuDS, as well as being beneficial to wildlife also supports wider 
ecosystem function at the same time.  

SuDS should not be seen as isolated features within any new development. As part of the proposed 
Masterplan for this development, the SuDS are integrated and adjacent to an existing marshy/wetland 
habitat.  The location of this feature means it can act as a linking habitat, a stepping stone or as part 
of a wider corridor. This will allow wildlife to move through and across the development and will help 
maintain and build ecological function within his development and the wider landscape.   

Within the development there will be areas of hardstanding such as roads, cycleways, paths and 
housing which all contribute significantly to run-off. The SuDS area provides the opportunity to clean 
and store large volumes of run-off through a range of surface features such as swales, rills, retention 
basins and ponds.  

The land form within the SuDS area will incorporate a variety of slopes, heights and depths to maximise 
the physical structure of SuDS, thus maximising potential habitat niches. The scheme should include 
several detention basins as well as retention basins as part of the land form design. The detention 
basins are vegetated depressions which temporarily hold water and ideally there will be multiple basins 
of varying sizes. The wetland detention basins will also include wet grassland and be beneficial for 
wildlife. By incorporating these detention basins it will hold water and allow gradual infiltration into soil 
and removal of pollutants through bioremediation. The implementation of site interpretation boards in 

                                                      
4 Tamworth Golf Course: Aboricultural Impact Assessment, Atkins 2014 
5 Pollution Prevention Guidelines: Works and maintenance in or near water: PPG5. Environment Agency. October 2007. 
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/pollution/39083.aspx 
6 Pollution Prevention Guidelines: Working at construction and demolition sites: PPG6. Environment Agency, 2010. 
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/pollution/39083.aspx 
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the ecological mitigation/SuDS area will also raise awareness and educate the users about the local 
landscape. 

Certain plants and animals require ephemeral water bodies as part of their lifecycle and therefore it is 
important, where space allows, to create multiple basins of varying size and shape. A number of the 
pools will have shelves or shallow graded sides, undulating surfaces and convoluted edges which 
provide greatest wildlife value. 

The inclusion of retention basins within the design is also compatible with achieving maximum wildlife 
and amenity benefit. Retention basins will be included in the SuDS design as they contain water 
permanently as well as producing other wetland habitats e.g. temporary pools, wet grassland, wet 
woodland and reedbeds. The added advantage of including a retention basin in the design, is that it 
will have a capacity to store additional storm run-off, releasing it at a controlled rate during and after 
the peak flow. 

The retention basin design will have shallow undulating sides, uneven surfaces and convoluted edges 
to provide greatest habitat value and create micro-habitats good for wildlife. SuDS ponds will be 
designed to maintain a permanent variable depth of water (typically between 0-500mm with occasional 
deeper areas to 1m) and vegetation cover across their bases. Side slopes would be constructed to a 
variety of angles ranging between 1 in 3 and 1 in 10. The banks of SuDS ponds will be sown with an 
acid grassland seed mix, to bind slopes and reduce the risk of erosion. Ideally there should also be 
tussocky grass filter strips around edges of the retention area, which are enhanced with native planting. 
In these areas it is also advisable to provide dead wood piles as a habitat for invertebrates, reptiles 
and small mammals.  

4.5. Integrating Biodiversity Enhancements within the Primary 
School Design 

4.5.1. Green/Biodiverse Roof 
Green roofs have numerous social, economic and environmental benefits and can contribute positively 
to issues surrounding climate change, flooding, biodiversity and declining green space in urban areas. 
The inclusion of a green roof on the proposed primary school within the development could help reduce 
storm-water runoff as part of a sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) strategy, as well as reducing 
energy use, improving air and water quality and increasing biodiversity and wildlife within the 
development. 

Whilst green roofs do not directly replace ground-based habitats and are not part of a ground level 
‘green corridor’, they can be thought of as green ‘stepping stones’ for wildlife, and, if well planned, can 
cater for a variety of flora and fauna unattainable on traditional roofs. By incorporating a green roof into 
the design of a school it can also have environmental education benefits. An excellent example of the 
biodiversity of plant life which can be achieved on a green roof is Sharrow Primary School, Sheffield 
which has been declared a Local Nature Reserve7.  This green roof covers 2,000m2 and incorporates 
a variety of wildlife habitats including limestone grassland, pioneer woodland, urban brownfield 
meadows and a wetland area with a shallow pond. 

4.5.2. Educational Nature Area  
Research has shown that the design and management of school grounds influences children’s 
attitudes and behaviour. School grounds can be a wonderful outdoor classroom and they provide many 
opportunities for extending classroom activities. This new development offers a positive opportunity to 
include a nature area within the primary school grounds that could contain habitats such as a pond 
and species rich grassland. Not only would this be beneficial to the school community but it would also 
benefit biodiversity by connecting wildlife across the development and across the wider local 
landscape. 

  

                                                      
7 Natural England website http://www.lnr.naturalengland.org.uk/special/lnr/lnr_details.asp?C=0&N=&ID=1627 
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5. Mitigation Proposals – Protected 
Species 

5.1. Great Crested Newts  
A medium sized population of great crested newts (GCN) is present within two ponds situated within 
the Application Site (P2a and P2b), the pond within Hodge Lane LNR adjacent to the Application Site 
to the west (P3) and an ornamental garden pond to east of the Application Site (P9) (see phase 1 
habitat map in Appendix A.2) .  

5.1.1. EPS Licence  
The proposed development includes the retention of ponds P1 and P2 (P2a and P2b) but will result in 
the loss of surrounding terrestrial habitat in the form of amenity grassland, woodland and scrub which 
could provide great crested newts with foraging and refuge opportunities.  

It is considered that the construction impacts associated with this scheme (i.e. vegetation clearance, 
excavation of materials and permanent loss of habitats) are reasonably likely to contravene existing 
wildlife legislation (Habitat Regulations, 2010). As such, it would be necessary to apply for a European 
Protected Species Licence (EPSL) for great crested newts from Natural England (NE), once planning 
permission has been granted, to ensure no legal offences are committed and the favourable 
conservation status of the species is maintained. 

The EPSL will include a combination of displacement, vegetation control and the capture and exclusion 
of newts from the construction area prior to any construction works commencing. The precise 
programme for EPSL preparation and the trapping programme would be developed once planning 
permission (and any other relevant consent) has been given.  

5.1.2. GCN Mitigation Area  
A GCN mitigation area, at the north of the Application Site, would be created as a receptor site for the 
displaced GCN. This area will provide long-term safe-guarded habitat for the translocated GCN 
population. The location is shown on the Masterplan provided in Appendix A.1  

The SuDS/wetland feature within this mitigation area will incorporate GCN friendly features such as 
aquatic plants for egg laying and shallow sloping ledges. Hibernacula creation will also be included in 
the design. Hibernaculae can be created very quickly and inexpensively using local materials and at 
the same time as the SuDS area is created. The creation of scrub and grassland habitats surrounding 
the newly created SuDS ponds, at the northern end of the Application Site, will provide GCN with 
suitable terrestrial habitat in the long-term. The creation of mitigation ponds and the open water habitat 
in the form of a SuDS scheme will also provide GCN with long-term suitable aquatic habitat. The GCN 
mitigation area will be created in advance of the translocation and will be established when the 
translocation programme begins, providing a minimum of 6 months to in excess of 12 months to 
establish, before GCN are translocated.  

Due to the proposed surrounding development it may be a requirement to fence the captured GCN 
into the GCN mitigation areas with durable temporary amphibian fencing (TAF); this would be installed 
immediately prior to the GCN exclusion programme.  

Due to the small scale of suitable habitat to be lost within the Application Site and the extensive good 
quality habitats located within and to the east of the Application Site (Hodge Lane LNR), and the fact 
that terrestrial and aquatic habitats will be retained/created, it is anticipated that there will be no 
significant negative impact on the conservation status of the populations of great crested newts within 
the context of the Application Site or the local area. 

5.1.3. GCN Trapping and Translocation of Terrestrial Habitat 
The development area as shown in the Masterplan provided in Appendix A.1 (including temporary land 
requirements within 250m of a breeding pond unless the habitat is deemed unsuitable) would be 
fenced with TAF for the duration of the work to prevent GCN from accessing the construction site. The 
internal areas of the construction footprint would be compartmentalised into suitable areas practical 
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for trapping and drift fencing would be installed in these areas. The newt fencing will be maintained for 
the duration of the construction period to ensure no newts recolonise the area and none are killed or 
injured during the works.  

An EPSL requires a detailed program of mitigation to be set out, including using newt fencing 
(perimeter fencing and drift fencing) to trap all newts within areas of habitat that will be lost to the 
works. Great crested newts would be excluded in advance of the commencement of works. As a 
medium sized population of great crested newts would be affected by the works; in line with Natural 
England guidance, a trap density of 80 traps per hectare and a minimum 60 days of trapping will be 
necessary, before five consecutive days without catching a great crested newt can signal the end of 
the trapping exercise.  Trapped newts will be translocated to the SuDS wetland mitigation area created 
in advance of the works within the northern extent of the Application Site.  

It is proposed that GCN using terrestrial habitat would be actively trapped in areas up to 250m from a 
GCN breeding pond on the basis that habitats within 250m of a breeding pond are most likely to be 
used most frequently (English Nature, 2001). Habitats that are 250-500m from a breeding pond will be 
passively excluded using one-way perimeter fencing. Captured GCN would be released within the 
receptor site, at the northern end of the Application Site, where new wetland and terrestrial habitat will 
be created. 

A combination of pitfall traps and carpet tile refuges would be used. Pitfall traps and refuges (carpet 
tiles) will be placed at 5 - 10m intervals on the interior and exterior side of the internal drift fencing and 
along any perimeter fencing. Trap density will be increased in optimal newt habitat such as the scrub 
and tussocky grassland areas and hedgerows or treelines in the construction area. The installation of 
fencing would require some vegetation clearance under the supervision of the licensed ecologist (or 
the accredited agent) and would involve strimming to no less than 150mm in height (and removal of 
arisings), followed by a finger –tip search in advance, followed by the fence installation. 

Traps will be checked daily before 11am and any amphibians captured will be moved to the appropriate 
GCN mitigation area as soon as possible. A record of all GCN captures will be reported. The 60 nights 
of trapping will be undertaken during suitable weather conditions where GCN capture is likely. Suitable 
weather conditions for trapping are considered to be those with minimum temperature above 5°C. If 
temperatures fall below 5°C the night is discounted. Therefore, the actual period of capture is usually 
greater than the minimum trapping of 60 nights. Furthermore, a minimum of five consecutive trapping 
nights with no GCN captures (providing there have been a minimum of 60 trapping nights in total) 
indicate that suitable effort has been expended to remove GCN from the construction area.  

Trapping and exclusion activities can be carried out during suitable temperature and weather 
conditions between late March and mid October (inclusive). Trapping should not take place in periods 
of extreme weather (hot, cold or very dry periods) due to GCN welfare considerations. When the 
trapping period has finished and 5 consecutive nights are recorded, the internal drift fencing relating 
to the confirmed compartment would be removed carefully, so that works can proceed, whilst 
maintaining the perimeter fence. 

To further reduce the likelihood of amphibian mortality during the vegetation clearance and 
construction phase, destructive searching of suitable terrestrial habitat, by a suitably experienced 
ecologist, would be undertaken prior to site clearance during the active season. Suitable habitat 
includes scrub, hedgerow and tussocky grassland. This destructive searching would be carried out 
after the trapping and exclusion programme has been successfully completed and between March-
October when amphibians are active and out of hibernation.  

5.1.4. Monitoring and Management 
Monitoring of the GCN populations will be a requirement of the EPSL. The length of monitoring will be 
determined at the application of licence stage but taking into account size of development and medium 
population it is expected to be 4 years8. As part of the monitoring protocol GCN presence/absence 
surveys will be undertaken, to establish the likely success of the mitigation and inform any management 
or remedial action that is required. Long-term Management of the GCN mitigation areas will be required 
to ensure the long-term viability of the populations. 

                                                      
8 English Nature, 2001, Great Crested Newt Mitigation Guidelines 
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5.1.5. Post Construction Enhancements 
All of the ponds that have GCN populations will be retained within the scheme which will ensure there 
will still be movement of GCN across the Application Site, once all construction has been completed. 
Currently, GCN move between ponds P2a/2b; P3 and P9, thereby dispersing north and south through 
the site. Consequently, green corridors will be created as part of the development that connect the 
ponds (P2a and P2b down south to P9 and north up to P3) to ensure dispersal is still possible and a 
healthy newt population is maintained.  

The proposed access roads that run through the development will cut across these habitat corridors 
and therefore amphibian friendly underpasses or tunnels will be implemented under the roads to 
accommodate the movement of newts across this sub-optimal habitat. In addition amphibian friendly 
road drainage systems will be employed (channel drainage) such as dropped kerbs and the avoidance 
of gully pots, to prevent trapping any newts within the road network. 

5.2. Bats  
Foraging and commuting corridors for bats within the Application Site will be retained through the 
provision of habitat corridors as detailed in the Masterplan provided in Appendix A.1. 

The Daubenton’s bat roost in tree BT6 will also be retained at the north of the Application Site within 
the wetland/SuDS area. It is important that this tree is not regularly submerged as part of the SuDS 
design and that measures (such as a minimum exclusion zone) are taken to avoid disturbance to this 
tree during the creation of the SuDS area. 

As part of the development the current club house will be demolished. This means there will be a loss 
of a bat roost within this building.  

5.2.1. EPS Licence  
An EPS licence application will be submitted to Natural England as part of the demolition of the existing 
club house due to loss of a bat roost. This roost loss will be compensated for through the installation 
of bat roosting features elsewhere within the Application Site. Works will need to be timed to minimise 
the impacts on bats (it is usually advisable to avoid the summer period). 

The precise programme for EPSL preparation, the demolition of the club house and the timings of the 
mitigation proposals will be developed once planning permission (and any other relevant consent) has 
been given.  

5.2.2. Precautionary Method of Working  
Due to the high levels of woodpecker activity across the site, there could be additional potential bat 
roosting features created prior to the proposed development works.  

Any trees with bat roost potential or features such as woodpecker holes, which will be lost to enable 
construction will be felled under a precautionary method of working (PMW) comprising: 

 a check for hollows, significant cracks etc. and removal of ivy (where possible) immediately 
prior to tree felling to establish features which bats may utilise as roosts (with the aid of a tree 
climber or mobile elevated work platform), supervised by a suitably experienced and licensed 
ecologist;  

 if features have high potential then it may be necessary to undertake activity surveys or 
climbing surveys to rule out bat roosts prior to felling; and  

 precautionary ‘sectional’ tree felling where each section of tree once felled will be slowly 
lowered to the ground (by rope) where a final check will be undertaken by the ecologist. 

If a roosting bat is subsequently found at any time during tree felling operations, works shall cease 
immediately and a licence application will be made to Natural England.  

5.2.3. Enhancement of Additional Bat Roosting Features 
Different bat species need different roosting conditions, at different times of the year and therefore to 
maximise the opportunities for bats to continue roosting within the development, a variety of bat 
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roosting features will need to be implemented. The installation of roosting features for bats will be 
included within the proposed development to maximise the number of roosting features available to 
bats across the site. Bat roost features will comprise zero maintenance ‘bat bricks’ or bat boxes 
(artificial roost design features to be confirmed) at an appropriate height (approximately 3 m height) to 
maximise the potential use by bats and minimise the potential for vandalism or disturbance from 
humans. Bat bricks and bat access ridge tiles within the residential and primary school building will 
maximise the likelihood bats will continue using the site.  The placement and number of bat bricks 
within the residential development and the primary school, as well as the number of bat boxes required 
within trees will be advised by a suitably experienced ecologist prior to design finalisation.  

5.2.4. Utilisation of Bat Friendly Lighting  
Current evidence demonstrates that external light disturbance at emergence and along foraging and 
commuting corridors has a negative impact on bats. Where possible, the ideal scenario would be to 
have no light at all at locations used by bats. However, due to the residential nature of the development 
this is not feasible.  

Within the development there will be light exclusion zones (dark areas) which are interconnected to 
allow bats to move freely from roost sites and along commuting routes to their foraging grounds, without 
being subject to artificial illumination. 

Where light exclusion zones are not feasible, measures will be taken to minimise the impact of lighting 
on bats.  Such measures could include: 

 Implementation of variable lighting regimes (VLR);  

 Vegetated dark habitat corridors; and 

 Use of low level lights; 

Variable Lighting Regimes 

It is possible to implement an electronic monitoring systems that allows two way communication with 
light units enabling the user to control and programme the light units remotely. These systems enable 
remote switching or dimming to various degrees of brightness to facilitate part night lighting schemes. 
Lighting controlled by these systems will also enable variable lighting regimes (VLR) to be implemented 
which will suit both human and wildlife use of the site. VLR involve switching off or dimming lights for 
periods of the night. Many county councils are adopting VLR through the use of these controlled units 
and switch off/dim lights when human activity is low (e.g. 12.30 – 5.30am). This technology can also 
be used to create a lighting regime that switches off lights during periods of high bat activity, such as 
commuting or emergence. Lights can also be dimmed (e.g. to 30% power) for periods of the night to 
reduce illumination and spill. 

Vegetated Dark Habitat Corridors 

Vegetated dark habitat corridors will be created to encourage/guide bats away from lit areas or around 
lit obstacles (such as roads). Corridors should be placed with consideration for the use of the landscape 
as a whole in relation to key commuting routes, linking foraging sites and roosts. To increase their 
effectiveness dark corridors should link to existing flight paths, roosts or foraging areas and incorporate 
mature vegetation to provide shelter for bats from the weather and predators. Dark corridors should 
also be planted with native species to encourage insect populations, thereby allowing bats to forage 
along the corridors. 

Reducing the Height of the Light Units 

Reducing the height of proposed light units can minimise artificial light impacts on bats as lower lights 
reduce the volume of illuminated space. This will give bats a chance to fly over the light units in the 
dark area above the light and won’t restrict bat movement across the development. For this 
development, where there are pedestrian and cycle paths, there are many low level lighting options 
which minimise spill and reduce overall illumination. These include the use of low level illuminated 
bollards, down-lights and handrail lighting which all reduce the negative impact on bats but still enable 
the pathways to function effectively for human use.  
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5.3. Badgers 
A main badger sett was recorded on the south eastern edge of the Application Site. No other badger 
activity was recorded within the Application Site, and it is thought that the majority of badger movement 
is eastwards to the open countryside and away from the existing residential area (which is west of the 
Application Site). 

5.3.1. Precautionary Method of Working 
The badger sett will be retained in situ. Prior to the start of the proposed works an exclusion zone of 
30m from the sett will be established. This buffer area will be marked in the form of a fence to prevent 
work access and all workers will be briefed of its purpose. This is to avoid/reduce potential disturbance 
to the sett associated with noise, vibration and dust from the proposed works and to maintain suitable 
badger movement to and from the sett. 

If necessary works will be modified (e.g. micro-siting of access tracks/construction compound 
locations) to ensure all ground works are a minimum of 30 m from any sett, or a minimum of 50 m for 
high noise or vibration (e.g. percussive / vibration piling, blasting). Additional measures to avoid undue 
disturbance to badgers would be agreed and may include timing restrictions on works (i.e. no works to 
be undertaken during hours of darkness). 

If it is not possible to avoid works within this 30 m exclusion zone, a disturbance licence may be 
required from Natural England. Any sett disturbance or interference will be avoided during the breeding 
season (December – June inclusive) as badgers are vulnerable at this time of year.  

Any excavations will need to be covered when contractors are off site to prevent badgers from gaining 
access. There should be no excavations left open overnight to prevent badgers becoming trapped. 
However, if exposed trenches and holes are compulsory then they must be provided with mammal exit 
ramps (e.g. wooden plank) when contractors are off site (i.e. at night time).   

An emergency procedure must be implemented by site workers if signs of badger (e.g. setts, latrines 
or animals) are encountered. All work within 30 m will need to cease, and an ecologist will be required 
to inspect the site and define the mitigation (if required). 

5.4. Nesting birds 
Within the Application Site there are areas of woodland, scattered scrub and marshy habitat that 
provide suitable habitat to support nesting birds. No Schedule 1 species have been recorded using the 
Application Site. 

5.4.1. Precautionary Method of Working 
Where possible, tree felling and vegetation clearance will be undertaken outside the bird breeding 
season to avoid damage or destruction of nests or disturbance to breeding birds.  The bird nesting 
season generally occurs between 1 February and 31 August although this is subject to geographical 
and seasonal variation.  

If it is not possible to remove vegetation outside the bird breeding season, it will be necessary for an 
ecologist to survey the vegetation for nesting birds no more than 24 hours prior to trimming/clearance.  
If any nesting birds are identified during the survey they will be left in situ for their entire nesting period 
and alternative approaches to the work proposed.  This may include leaving an exclusion zone around 
the nests to avoid disturbance. 

5.4.2. Post-Construction Enhancements 
To maximise the opportunities for birds to continue nesting within the development, a variety of bird 
boxes will be erected across the different habitats. A number of notable species were recorded using 
and breeding within or foraging within the Application Site and some of these species will utilise artificial 
nest boxes easily. Species such as house sparrow and swift will exploit nesting features within 
buildings and therefore swift bricks and house sparrow bricks will be integrated into the design of the 
school and residential buildings to create opportunities and nesting features for these species. 

There will be a loss of some mature trees as part of the proposed works and although there will be 
woodland creation within the scheme, there will be a temporary period where there will be reduced 
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nesting opportunities whilst the planted trees mature. Consequently, a variety of nesting boxes such 
as open fronted, 25mm, 28mm, 32mm and 45mm size holes will be fitted on existing mature trees 
within the Application Site. This will ensure a range of species, varying from coal tit through to starling, 
will have nesting opportunities within the proposed development. 

5.5. Reptiles 
There are limited areas of rough grassland around the perimeter of the Application Site which may 
support common reptile species including grass snake, slow-worm and common lizard. Additionally 
the marsh and pond habitats also offer some limited potential habitat for common reptiles.   

5.5.1. Precautionary Method of Working  
Due to the possible presence of common reptiles around the perimeter of the Application Site, a 
precautionary method of working will be put in place during construction. All habitat suitable for reptiles 
will be defined on site by the ecologist prior to any clearance and then these areas will be checked 
following the specific precautionary method of working requirements which are detailed below: 

 a tool box talk briefing will be undertaken to all site personnel, which will include where within 
the site reptiles are most likely to be encountered, measures to be put in place to safeguard 
any reptiles and what to do if they are encountered.  Ways of identifying reptile species will 
also be discussed; 

 work will not be permitted to start on the clearance of the area until a thorough hand-searching 
exercise for reptiles has been undertaken by a suitably experienced ecologist;  

 any reptiles found during the hand searching exercise will either be left to move away of their 
own accord or be picked up and physically removed to a pre-defined safeguard area (please 
note slow worms and common lizards must not be held by the tail as they may shed part of 
the tail in order to escape); 

 once the hand-search has been completed, a destructive search using machinery will be 
undertaken under the supervision of an ecologist.  The topsoil will be carefully stripped and 
searched in addition to any other potential refuges;  

 all vegetation clearance works will be undertaken in one direction away from the works areas 
to encourage any animals to move away from the site to areas safeguarded from construction 
activity. 

5.5.2. Post-Construction Enhancements 
The proposed SuDS and ecological mitigation area in the north of the Application Site will provide 
refugia and basking opportunities for reptiles within the development.  

Reptiles, in particular common lizards, prefer sites with a significant variation in the height of vegetation 
over, and avoid areas of structurally uniform vegetation. The ecological mitigation area management 
regime will therefore need to maintain a mosaic of open habitats and scrub, with any scrub present 
kept in a state of mid-succession wherever possible. 

As part of the works when felling trees on site, the felled timber will be stacked into dense piles at the 
edge of Hodge Lane LNR woodland or within the proposed marshy acid grassland within the SuDS 
area, to create log pile refugia and basking areas for lizards. Where enough material is present these 
log piles will potentially provide hibernacula sites for reptiles. 

The SuDS wetland area will provide foraging habitat for reptiles such as grass snake and through the 
creation of a range of hibernacula, brash and log piles (for cover, additional structure, and enhancing 
prey availability), reptile banks (for cover and basking, using material excavated during the SuDS 
creation), and grass snake egg-laying heaps (composting grass clippings on a bed of logs) this will 
provide the optimal habitat for reptiles within the development.   
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Appendix A. Plans 
A.1. Tamworth Golf Course Masterplan Draft v2.6 
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A.2. Phase 1 Habitat Map (Drawing 5129896.120/ECO/001) 
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Appendix B. Simplified Summary of Relevant Ecological 
Legislation 

Species Legislation Offences Licensing procedures 
and guidance  

Bats 
European protected 
species 

Conservation of 
Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2010 (as 
amended)  Reg 41 

Deliberately1 capture, injure or kill a bat; 
deliberate disturbance2 of bats; or damage or 
destroy a breeding site or resting place used 
by a bat. 
[The protection of bat roosts is considered to 
apply regardless of whether bats are 
present.]  

A Natural England (NE) licence in respect of development is required. 
Guidance documents: 
NE Standing Advice for protected species 2013 

European Protected Species: Mitigation Licensing- How to get a 
licence (NE 2013) 
Bat Mitigation Guidelines (English Nature 2004) 
Bat Workers Manual  (JNCC 2004) 

Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 
1981 (as amended) 
S.9 

Intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to 
any structure or place used for shelter or 
protection or disturb3 a bat in such a place. 

Licence from NE is required for surveys (scientific purposes) that 
would involve disturbance of bats or entering a known or suspected 
roost site.  

Badger Protection of 
Badgers Act 1992 
(as amended) 

Wilfully kill, injure or take a badger; or 
intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or 
obstruct access to a badger sett or disturb a 
badger in its sett. 
[It is not illegal to carry out disturbance 
activities in the vicinity of setts that are not 
occupied.] 

Where required, licences for development activities involving 
disturbance or sett interference or closure are issued by Natural 
England (NE).  Licences for activities involving watercourse 
maintenance, drainage works or flood defences are issued under a 
separate process. 
Licences are normally not granted from December to June inclusive 
because cubs may be present within setts. 
Guidance documents:  
NE Standing Advice for protected species 2013 

Badgers & Development (NE 2007) 
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Species Legislation Offences Licensing procedures 
and guidance  

Birds Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 
1981 (as amended) 
S.1 

Intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird; 
intentionally take, damage or destroy the nest 
of any wild bird while that nest is in use or 
being built; intentionally take or destroy the 
nest or eggs of any wild bird. 
[Special penalties are liable for these 
offences involving birds on Schedule 1 (e.g. 
most birds of prey, kingfisher, barn owl, black 
redstart, little ringed plover).] 
Intentionally or recklessly disturb a Schedule 
1 species while it is building a nest or is in, on 
or near a nest containing eggs or young; 
intentionally or recklessly disturb dependent 
young of such a species.  

No licences are available to disturb any birds in regard to 
development.  
 
Licences are available in certain circumstances to damage or destroy 
nests, but these only apply to the list of licensable activities in the Act 
and do not cover development.   
 
General licences are available in respect of ‘pest species’ but only for 
certain very specific purposes e.g. public health, public safety, air 
safety. 
 
Guidance documents: 
NE Standing Advice for protected species 2013 

 
 
 
 
  

Great crested newt 
European protected 
species 

Conservation of 
Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2010 (as 
amended)  Reg 41 

Deliberately1 capture, injure or kill a great 
crested newt; deliberate disturbance2 of a 
great crested newt; deliberately take or 
destroy its eggs; or damage or destroy a 
breeding site or resting place used by a great 
crested newt. 

Licences issued for development by Natural England. 
Guidance documents: 
NE Standing Advice for protected species 2013 

European Protected Species: Mitigation Licensing- How to get a 
licence (NE 2013) 
Great Crested Newt Mitigation Guidelines (English Nature 2001) 

Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 
1981 (as amended) 
S.9 

Intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to 
any structure or place used for shelter or 
protection or disturb3 a great crested newt in 
such a place. 

Licences issued for science (survey), education and conservation by 
Natural England. 

Adder 
Common lizard 
Grass snake 
Slow worm 

Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 
1981 S.9(1) and 
S.9(5) 

Intentionally kill or injure any common reptile 
species. 

No licence is required.  
However an assessment for the potential of a site to support reptiles 
should be undertaken prior to any development works which have 
potential to affect these animals. 
Guidance documents: NE Standing Advice for protected species 
2013 
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Species Legislation Offences Licensing procedures 
and guidance  

Plants  
All plants 

Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 
1981 S.13 

To uproot any wild plant without 
authorisation. 

No licence is required.  The land owner’s permission is required.  

Plants 
Invasive species e.g. 
Japanese knotweed, 
hybrid knotweed,  
giant knotweed,  
giant hogweed, 
rhododendron,  
Himalayan balsam 

Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 
1981 S.14 

It is illegal to plant or otherwise cause to grow 
in the wild these species. 

Any contaminated soil or plant material is classified as controlled 
waste and should be disposed of in a suitably licensed landfill site, 
accompanied by appropriate Waste Transfer documentation, and 
must comply with section 34 of the Environmental Protection Act 
1990.  
Guidance documents: 
The Knotweed Code of Practice (Environment Agency, 2013 version 
3) 
Managing Invasive Non-native Plants (Environment Agency 2010) 
Guidance on Section 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981 
(Defra 2010) 

 

1Deliberate capture or killing is taken to include “accepting the possibility” of such capture or killing 

2Deliberate disturbance of animals includes in particular any disturbance which is likely a) to impair their ability (i) to survive, to breed or reproduce, or to rear or nurture their young, or (ii) in the case of animals of 
hibernating or migratory species, to hibernate or migrate; or b) to affect significantly the local distribution or abundance of the species to which they belong.  

3Lower levels of disturbance not covered by the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 remain an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 although a defence is available where such 
actions are the incidental result of a lawful activity that could not reasonably be avoided.  
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Site Designation Legislation Protection Guidance 
Special Area of 
Conservation 
(SAC) 
Special 
Protection Area 
(SPA) 
Wetland of 
International 
Importance 
(Ramsar site) 

Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2010 (as 
amended)   
EC Directive on the 
conservation of natural habitats 
and of wild fauna and flora 
(92/42/EEC). 
EC Directive on the 
conservation of wild birds 
(79/409/EEC). 
Convention on Wetlands of 
International Importance 
especially as Waterfowl Habitat 
1971 (the Ramsar Convention). 

Planning controls are 
effected through Part 2 of the 
Conservation of Habitats and 
Species regulations 2010 
(Reg 21) and Part 6 (Regs 
61- 67).    
The legislation for the Site of 
Special Scientific Interest 
which will underpin each 
designation also applies. 
These sites are given 
protection through policies in 
the Local Development Plan. 

Formal Appropriate Assessment is required before undertaking, or 
giving consent, permission or other authorisation for a plan or project 
which is likely to have a significant effect on such a site.  
 

Guidance documents: 
The National Planning Policy Framework (Department for 
Communities and Local Government, March 2012), with particular 
reference to Policy 11.  The Government Circular: Biodiversity and 
Geological Conservation - Statutory Obligations and their Impact 
within the Planning System (ODPM Circular 6/2005 & Defra Circular 
01/2005) (the joint Circular). 

Site of Special 
Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 (as amended) 

It is an offence to carry out or 
permit to be carried out any 
potentially damaging 
operation. 
SSSIs are given protection 
through policies in the Local 
Development Plan. 

Owners, occupiers, public bodies and statutory undertakers must give 
notice and obtain the appropriate consent under S.28 before 
undertaking operations likely to damage a SSSI.   
S.28G places a duty on all public bodies to further the conservation 
and enhancement of SSSIs. 
Guidance documents: 
The National Planning Policy Framework (Department for 
Communities and Local Government, March 2012), with particular 
reference to Policy 11, and the joint Circular. 

Local Nature 
Reserve (LNR) 

National Parks and Access to 
the Countryside Act 1949 S.21 

LNRs are given protection 
through policies in the Local 
Development Plan. 

LNRs are generally owned and managed by local authorities. 
Development proposals that would potentially affect a LNR would 
need to provide a detailed justification for the work, an assessment of 
likely impacts, together with proposals for mitigation and restoration of 
habitats lost or damaged.  
Guidance documents: The National Planning Policy Framework 
(Department for Communities and Local Government, March 2012), 
with particular reference to Policy 11, and the joint Circular. 

Local Sites (e.g. 
LWS) 

There is no statutory designation 
for local sites.  

Local sites are given 
protection through policies in 
the Local Development Plan. 

Development proposals that would potentially affect a local site would 
need to provide a detailed justification for the work, an assessment of 
likely impacts, together with proposals for mitigation and restoration of 
habitats lost or damaged. 
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Site Designation Legislation Protection Guidance 
Guidance documents: The National Planning Policy Framework 
(Department for Communities and Local Government, March 2012), 
with particular reference to Policy 11, and the joint Circular. 

 

 

Habitats & 
Species 

Legislation  
(England & Wales) 

Guidance 

Species and 
Habitats of 
Principal 
Importance for 
the 
Conservation of 
Biodiversity 

Natural 
Environment & 
Rural Communities 
Act 2006 S.40 
(which superseded 
S.74 of the 
Countryside & 
Rights of Way Act 
2000). 

S.40 of the NERC Act 2006 sets out the duty for public authorities to conserve biodiversity in England and Wales.   
Habitats and species of principal importance for the conservation of biodiversity are identified by the Secretaries of 
State for England and Wales, in consultation with NE and CCW, are referred to in S.41 of the NERC Act for 
England and S.42 for Wales.  The list of habitats and species  was updated in 2008: 
England: http://www.ukbap-reporting.org.uk/news/details.asp?x=45  
Wales: http://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/wales_biodiversity_partnership_documents-134.aspx  
The habitats and species listed are not necessarily of higher biodiversity value, but they may be in decline.  Habitat 
Action Plans and Species Action Plans are written for them or are in preparation, to guide their conservation. 
Ecological impact assessments should include an assessment of the likely impacts to these habitats and species. 

Biodiversity 
Action Plan 
(BAP) Habitats 
& Species 

No specific 
legislation, unless it 
is also a species or 
habitat of principal 
importance as 
described above. 

The Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) is the UK's initiative to maintain and enhance biodiversity in response to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity signed in 1992.  
The original BAP list of species and habitats, prepared over 10 years ago, was used to form the new list of species 
and habitats of principal importance.  However some of the species have been taken off the new list and additional 
species and habitats have been included. 

http://www.ukbap-reporting.org.uk/news/details.asp?x=45
http://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/wales_biodiversity_partnership_documents-134.aspx


 

© Atkins Ltd except where stated otherwise. 
 
The Atkins logo, ‘Carbon Critical Design’ and the strapline 
‘Plan Design Enable’ are trademarks of Atkins Ltd. 
 

Atkins Limited 
Trent House,  
RTC Business Park,  
London Rd,  
Derby,  
DE24 8UP  
 
Contact: ecology@atkinsglobal.com 

 

mailto:ecology@atkinsglobal.com

	Tamworth Ecological Mitigation Strategy_FINAL_for issue
	Masterplan 23.10.14 v2.6
	TamworthGolfCoursePhase1_03_GEO001

